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A Brief Introduction

Hui Yuan is one of the most famous figures in early Chinese
Buddhism. In his early life following Dao An, he became most
brilliant disciple of Dao An in both Buddhology and traditional
scholarship. He established Dong-lin Monastery on the Lu Moun-
tain which became most important Buddhist and scholar center in
southern China. Making sensitively use of Boddhist and other re-
sources of the time, he arranged translating affairs, discussed a-
bout the Indian mahay-ana doctrine with Kumarajiva, and protec-
ted sramana’s unworldly way of life. His theoretical interest was
significant for the development of Chinese Buddhism. His practice
of vowing before Amitbha marked the beginning of the Pure Land

sect. His great fame spread even to ancient Korea and Japan.
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