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COMMUNICATING AND COMMON

UNDERSTANDING

~— About Collection of Dongyu Museum of Fine Arts

Director of Dongyu Museum of Fine Arts Wang Yigang

As the first art gallery funded and set up by an enterprise,
Dony Yu Museum of Fine Arts is expected to push ahead
and exercise substantial influence on the development of
fine art market, the collection of art works and the cultural
and academic exchanges in China. Our eyes should not
only fall on the art works market of a certain area or under
a certain condition, rather we should pay greater attentin
to the active and positive role the art plays in contemporary
arts and culture. Art and culture are important part of our
life, bearing our thought, concept and ideclogy to promote
the disemination and development of such culture, so that
we may shoulder our responsibility for life, greeting the
coming of new human cultural century with an active
attitude. We are obligated to show people the charm of
combining enterprise culture with art culture and to perfect
the pursuring and believe of today’s people in arts with our
wisdom. We are well aware that we are not so powerful in
the world so far as art is concened at present. But we should

not lose our dignity and we should guard wholeheartedly

the cultural forms already shaped or going to come into
being around us, we should use our own art images to
move and inspire people and voice ourselves, if at all ,in
our own linguistics. This is where we are really powerful.

From the moment when we saw how so different foreign
cultures are from ours, we have all the time devoted
ourselves to pursuing and exploring cultures. For more than
ten years, China artists have experienced, once and again,
various impacts of ups and downs and tidings, and also
we have seen, by and by, the image of ourselves in other’s
eyes from the frequent contacts. We are aware of the
valuable of cultural dignity through our painful choice and
struggle. Naturally, we have achieved a great deal when
we make an overview of China contemporary fine art
history. However, there is really existing hidden cultural
deformity under the influence of colonial cultures. From
the developing and evoluting process of arts of these years,
we have seen the pluralism and the release of individuality

and the trait of character difference under influences of



various ideological tidings and cultures. Contemporary
people have gradually extriated themselves from the
influences of traditional western cultures as if there has
arisen a new look of arts of some kind in present China.
Various linguistics which are critical and satiric and in
disputation, began to immerge as if Chinese nationalities
came to have contemporary humour overnight and even
some people handle it very skillfully, taking it for effective
operation means. Maybe, China has already existed scholar
teams who have critical spirit in the eye of outsiders. But
when we look back and ponder for a while, we have to ask
ourselves. What we are criticizing? What our critism is
directed against? What is popular now? Have we really
stepped into times of consumption? or Whether we are
really sensing the developing process from the
industrialized times to the post-industrialized times?
However, this is not the case in fact. What we are now
trying to solve are those topics Westerners arranged for
us merely to play games, which is an experiment that the
Westerner are doing in other marginal culture zones for
their amusement and satisfaction of political desires.

Imagine, When the keen interest diminishes, what it will

remain for our Chinese? and for our culture history? wealth
or rubbish? We should not deny that the influences given
by western cultures are actually positive in some respects,
making us realize the broad spiritual world of ego, the vitality
of social living beings and the universal cultural exchanges,
which is a good beginning. The task of Dong Yu Museum
of Fine Arts is, by taking advantage of this opportunity, to
lead positively and promote the development of
contemporary culture, to create its feasibility and to put it
to market, interacting and linking up with other regions to
reach common understanding.

The recent tasks of our Museum is to realize our ideal
of culture based on our native culture, with Northeast China
as the window of exchanges. In the past, Northeast China,
due to her geographical environments, is different from
other regions of China in living habits and cultural ideology,
having her special atmosphere as if Northeast China is on
the frings of China modern culture. In fact, modern cultural
phenomena are existing here in Northeast China, and we
are also very much concerned with modern problems. As
compared with other China regions, Northeast China is

paying greater attention to the study of basic problems and



not so much eager to follow the popularity and cultural
effects of western cultures. Maybe, this is the reason why
people consider Northeast China culture as being
subordinate or lack of fresh flavour. But many people in
Northeast China are trying to find the approach point of
culture although their efforts were not effective immediately.
But they attempt to do their duties and strive for the loftness
of spirit. In past tens of years, they were not manufacturing
comsumption but trying hard to free themselves spiritually.
If we find new solutions on the basis of convention, although
more of honestness and, naturally, certain connections with
history are here, still it is not so a la mode to the eye of
modern people and lacking shock force in vision. Dongyu
Museum of Fine Arts has collected large quantities of
modern art works from other regions, aiming at enlivening
the cultural and academic atmosphere of Northeast China
area. The selection of these works signifies our attitude:
based on the past ten years of China contemporary fine
art achievements, we will constitute our viewpoints
concerning arts, propose operation strategy to convey our
thought in art works, and enlarge the influencing power of

China modern arts. We are going to learn to be good at

communicating with western countries without losing our
reason. Heightening and expanding quality and quantity
of collected works, setting up academic institution, setting
forth our suggestion and recommendation concerning arts
at different stages, and working together with our colleges
to realize our conceptions are what we are aiming at. We
attach more attention to the directness and toward modern
culture keenness, to the personality of a parnter and, more
important, to the social significance of art works when we
select art works and painters. Only do we base China
contemporary artistic culture on the specific history and
actual reality to make comparison can the focus or the key
points be grasped so that the effective dialogues with
western cultures may be made. And let’s do our best to
push China arts to the world, bringing about contemporary
culture effect and making people all over the world, bringing
about contemporaty culture effect and making people all
over the world concern today’s China art phenomena all
the more. This is the dream of several generations of China

artists for any time.
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