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A Brief Introduction

In a chronological order, the book gives an account of the
experiences and activities of Zheng Guanyin in a series of major
historical events from the Second Opium War up to the 1911 Rev-
olution in China’s modern history. His writings and ideas are
viewed in perspective of his experiences and activities, depicting
the rich and complicated life of Zheng Guanyin from a merchant of
tradition to a merchant of modern times and from a traditional
merchant to a modern thinker. The feature of the book is that the
textual research of his experiences, activities, writings and ideas
is set against the broad background of the times, the society and
the history. Thus, in a sense, through Zheng Guanyin’s life, the
process of the arduous and complex transition from a China of tra-

dition to a China of modem times is illustrated.
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