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Abstract

China and India are the two biggest developing countries in the world with
similar history of their republic governments’ liberation in 1949 and 1947. Despite
a certain extent economic gap, both countries nearly have the same scale of
population and students in the stage of elementary education, both countries
committed to the great mission of universalizing the elementary education, to
promote the quality of education and reduce the development gap in the past 20
years. Both countries have achieved great performance in the process of
universalizing and equalizing the elementary education, apparently they have their
specific experience to enlighten each other.

This researchsystematicly compares the performance and achievement of
universalizing and equalizing the elementary education in the scopes of educational op-
portunity, educational expenditure, educational infrastructure and teacher resources
from the year of 2003 to 2008. The findings are, firstly the educational opportunity of
the rate of transfer from primary to upper primary India is much lower than China with
high drop out rate, China also exceeds India in the development of educational
infrastructure in the stage of elementary education. Secondly India has higher rate of
higher degrees the teachers obtained than that in China, however India is quite short of

teachers with higher vacancies than China. Thirdly China has a higher level of per
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captia educational expenditure than India, but the regional difference in India is lower
than China. Fourthly the percentage of public educational expenditure to total GDP in
India exceeds China 1 percent, but the percentage of the budgeted educational
expenditure in elementary education to the total budgeted educational expenditure in
China exceeds India 2 percents with both countries over 50 percents. Fifthly the central
government of India contributes 30 percent of the budgeted expenditure for elementary
education, while the central government of China shares only near 10 percents of the
total budgeted expenditure for elementary education. Many index indicates that the
central government of India gives much more efforts to invest in the elementary
education than China except for the per capita educational expenditure.

BothChina and India spend more than a half of the total budgeted expenditure
on the elementary education to universalize it and improve its quality. China puts
more efforts on its equalizing policy for elementary education to reduce the gap
between urban and rural areas and among different regions either. The recently
published The State Mid-long Term Reform and Development Guidelines for
Education of China in 2010-20 gives priority to equalize the elementary education
within a county. While India puts more efforts to reduce the gap between genders,
castes and regions through the national pfogrammes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) and Mid-day Meal (MDM) to universalize elementary education and
equalize elementary education between different groups and sections. And the
premier of the union government of India participates and holds the post of
chairman of many national councils of elementary education to give the highest
priority to develop the elementary education in India.

In a nutshell, both countries have their specific experience to enlighten each

other in the process of universalizing and equalizing the elementary education.

Key Words: China, India, development of elementary education, equalizing

policy, contrast
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