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!
ot a Small Problem

Mr. Guppy was a very large man. He had
a loud voice and a bad temper. He was not a
giant, but he was much bigger than most
men.

Life was not easy for Mr. Guppy. He
could seldom find clothes big enough. His
feet were too large for most shoes.

In buses, trains and planes, he could not
stand up straight. The roofs were too low.

In cars he could not move his legs. There was not enough room. At home,
his bed was too short. Chairs were always too small.

In fact, wherever he went and whatever he did, Mr. Guppy had problems
because of his size.

These problems were so bad that Mr. Guppy stayed at home most of the
time. Life was easier at home.

Then one day, a friend said, "You spend too much time at home. You
should go out more. There's a good movie at the theater."

"I can't sit in theater seats," Mr. Guppy said. "I'm too big."

"That is no problem," his friend said. "I'll buy you two tickets. You can
get them at the theater when you go."

The friend reserved two tickets for Mr. Guppy. When the day came, Mr.
Guppy put on his best clothes and went to the theater.

"You have two tickets for me," he said to the woman in the ticket office.
"My name is Guppy."

"Oh, yes, Mr. Guppy," the woman said. " Here you are, seats G4 and P12.
I'm sorry, you and your friend can't sit together because we are very full this

evening."
Poor Mr. Guppy. He smiled sadly, walked out of the theater and went
home.
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1. Mr. Guppy's life was hard because

a. he was so fat. b. he was so ugly.
c. he was so small. d. he was so big.

2. What did he do about his problem?
a. saw doctors b. told his friends
c. stayed home most of the time d. went on holidays

3. How did his friend try to help him?
a. He sent him for a holiday.
b. He bought him tickets for a soccer game.
¢. He bought him tickets for a movie.
d. He gave him some money.
4. Why was Mr. Guppy sad at the end of the story?
a. Mr. Guppy was too big to sit in only one seat.
b. He could not sit with his friend.
¢. The woman in the ticket office was rude.
d. Mr. Guppy's friend was rude.
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“he Package

One morning a mailman walked up
to a house. He rang the bell.

A few seconds later a window of the
house opened, and a woman put her head
out.

"What is it?" she wanted to know.

"I've got a package for Mrs. Smith,"
the mailman said.

"Is it registered?"” the woman asked.

"Yes," the mailman said.

"Is it a big package or a small package?" the woman wanted to know
next.

"It's quite a small package," the maiiman told her.

"I see."

The woman thought for a minute, then she said, "Who is it from?"

The mailman looked at the return address on the back of the package.

"It's from Jones and Jones in London," he said.

Now the woman was very interested. "From Jones and Jones, ¢h?" she
said. "That's a very expensive shop. What's in the package?"

"Madam," the mailman said, becoming quite angry with the woman, "l
don't know. Why don't you come down and take the package from me? Then
you can open it and find out."

"Oh, I can't do that,” the woman said.

"Why not?" the mailman asked.

"Because I'm not Mrs. Smith,” she said. "You've come to the wrong
house. Mrs. Smith lives next door."”
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1. What size was the package?

a. big b. small
c. quite big d. quite small
2. What sort of shop was Jones and Jones?
a. a dress shop b. a furniture shop
¢, an cxpensive shop d. a market

3. Why was the mailman angry?
a. He was in a hurry.
b. The woman was asking so many questions.
c. It was the woman's package.
d. He was bad-tempered.
4, Why did the woman want 1o know all these things?
a. She was Mrs. Smith's friend.
b. She was collecting the package for her fricnd.
¢. She was curious.
d. She knew the mailman.
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Sad Story I

Jim met two friends on the street.
"Come back to my apartment for a meal,"
he said. "You can see the whole of the city
from my bedroom window."

His two friends agreed and they went
back with Jim to the apartment building
where he lived on the fortieth floor.

When they arrived, however, the

elevator was out of order.

"I'm sorry," Jim said, "we'll have to walk."

"But it's forty floors!" his friends said.

"We'll talk as we climb," Jim said. "You can tell me the new jokes you've
heard and when we get to my apartment I'll tell you a story."

His friends agreed and they started to climb the forty flights of stairs.

At last they reached the top floor and were standing outside the door of
Jim's apartment.

"Now tell us a good story," his friends said.

Jim looked at them sadly and said, "Once upon a time there was a man
who met two friends. He invited them to his apartment on the fortieth floor.
The elevator wasn't working and they had to climb forty flights of stairs. When
they reached the fortieth floor, he put his hand in his pocket for the key to the
door of his apartment. It wasn't there. Then he remembered where it was. It
was in his car."
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1. Jim met two friends on

a. abus. b. an airplane.

¢. an elevator. d. the street,
2. Jim wanted his friends to see

a. his bedroom. b. the city.

¢. a picture in his bedroom. d. his car.

3. Jim and his friends climbed forty flights of stairs because
a. they were telling jokes.
b. the elevator was not working.
¢. Jim did not have his keys.
d. his apartment was on the fortieth floor.

4. When they reached the fortieth floor, Jim told his friends
a. a joke. b. his name.
¢. that his door key was in his car. d. his address.
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he Best Salesman in the World

Harry saw an ad in a window. It said:
"Wanted. The Best Salesman in the World. Top

B il _% "I'm a great Sa]esman," Hal‘]‘y told himself. "I
=== Ty can sell anything. I'll go in and ask for that job.”

f4 b He went into the building and spoke to the

manager.
"I'm the best salesman in the world," he said. "Give me the job."

"You must prove you're the best," the manager said.

"T'll pass every test you give me,"” Harry told him.

"Good."

The manager took a box of candy out of his desk.

"Last week, I bought a thousand boxes of this candy. If you can sell them
all before the end of the week, you can have the job."

"That's easy," Harry said.

He took the box of candy and left the office.

Every day and all day, he went from shop to shop, trying to sell boxes of

the candy.
He couldn't sell one.
The candy was so bad he couldn't even give it away.
At the end of the week he went back to the manager.
"I'm sorry, sir," he said. "I was wrong about myself. I'm not the best

salesman in the world, but I know who is."

"Oh,"” said the manager. "Who?"
"The person who sold you a thousand boxes of this candy," Harry said.
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1. The manager told Harry
a. he was the best salesman in the world.
b. he wasn't a good salesman.
¢. he had to show how good he was.
d. he could start work immediately.
2. Harry could have the job if
a. he sold a thousand boxes of candy.
b. he sold a hundred boxes of candy.
c. he gave away two hundred boxes of candy.
d. he gave away a thousand boxes of candy.
3. Harry could not sell the candy because

a. he was a very bad salesman. b. the candy was very bad.
c. he didn't try to sell it. d. nobody liked candy.
4. Who was the best salesman in the world?
a. Harry b. the manager
¢. nobody d. the man who sold the candy to the manager

%Word

ad /=d/ n. (infml} ] top pay /top-pet/
p

manager /'menid3a/ n. prove /pru:v/ v, WA
o ERRLRER

Lec 2a 3.b 4.d




