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A Brief Introduction

Jing Fang was a famous scholar of the Western Han Dynasty
and an expert on The Book of Changes (I Ching). Since there
have been few systematic studies of him through the ages, the
book attempts to comment and describe on the times in which he
lived and the influence of his scholarship by using the extant writ-
ings of Jing Fang.

Jing Fang explored the multi-faceted connection between the
philosophy of The Book of Changes and society and nature in the
atmosphere of “ proscribing all nonConfucian schools of thought
and espousing Confucianism as the orthodox state ideology” , a
policy recommended by Dong Zhongshu. He attempted to set up a
cosmology, a model of heaven—man relationship, and a model
which establishes the link between everything in the universe
based on the The Book of Changes. He then atiempted to explain
and predict certain events by applying the model he might set up.

Jing Fang lost his life in a political struggle in the court be-
fore he was able to complete his exploration, therefore the writings
he left behind are incomplete, most of which are fragments quoted
by others. The book strives to construct the possible system of

Jing Fang’s scholarship and to discuss his influence on later ages.
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