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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.

The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding

is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011




R RESEEE

e
Al &

FEWEH

AR, RIOEGAHEAFENR B2 FWAS— (HRRESKEE
B), ZR(ERLEXELERTE) WETH, B—3HdHE YA
HERBR, FERNER,

RIEKER T HARAEFEF, BAEMAR R0k
XERd, CRRT AN R T HARKIESE, URMATAEET
MR RNER, CELTRAKBNE S, BETARNE
B, BHBRANERRRS, MAF %R RARE, ZHRAR LR
ME, RXFLRNAE CAF—RNiES, BABRWHLEE A
SHER, A EE LR, BROE. FERRNBAHEL.,

(ERREKEFDE) KETHRFLRANE 70 &, P HERNF
%% 15/, £ 10 M, 3000 REEE, FHKAELNFARE, BRI
REMR R, R BARESRE, TABH, 2N, THEER R
ELRFBE, HREAD, £k, ARREASBEH T EAEME
HAMFREREL R LY EHEEHA,

(HRREKEFEE) WERHLEFLLEER k2o $
WALK], B EFBAMT AR ER, £X, R T BENH AR, HET
EEFBF AL 2 KEEMEEBELABE,

(EFREKFBE) RAS, EFHXT, LFERHEEE. KK
YRR BB, 748 X 3E, d SN E A S e B R G . Ak, A
LTRAHIEHITME N AR L b, BELENEE L REMAL
RBEAF BT, (RIET 8 EZE XA LA H Y%,

% #
2011411 A



PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Folktales. The book is the fourth in the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We
hope that you will enjoy it as much as the previous volumes.

A folktale is created by working people. With fictitious content a
folktale is a kind of oral literary work in prose style. It reflects the realistic
attitude of working people in different times, the spirit of happiness that
they work for, and their longing for a glorious future. The folktale has
been polished by innumerable people throughout the ages and is an
embodiment of the wisdom of human beings.

The book selects seventy world-famous folktales including fifteen
Chinese folktales and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek and Roman folktales as well as
Egyptian, Indian, Persian and other countries’ famous folktales.

The editor-in-chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous -
Chinese writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu,
former president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The volumes are written both in Chinese and English. We have
specially invited the American professors Dr. Samuel Nicholson and Mrs.
Ella Nicholson to be the general editors of the translations. They have
worked arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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In order to get Brabart’s rank of nobility, Aurtrude,a bad woman, made his
heir, Kodofredo, become a swan.
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Also, she cooked up a story and spread it around to make other people be-
lieve it was done by Kodofredo’s wife, Elsa, and accused her of murder.
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Her trick succeeded, and the regent Tellamondo agreed with the accusation
and married Aurtrude.
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But the king made a decision that Elsa would be set free if a warrior could
challenge and defeat Tellamondo when she was being tried.
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When the date arranged for the trial came,all the officials gathered to-

gether by the river. At the king’s order, the buglers sounded their long bugles to
announce that the trial had begun.
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Suddenly, a boat pulled by a white swan came sailing toward them. In the
boat was a knight wearing a sparkling helmet and a coat of mail.
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As soon as he got on the beach, he shouted loudly that Elsa was not guilty
and would fight a duel with anyone who did not agree with him.
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Tellamondo had to pull out his sword and went to compete with the swan
knight.
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The duel was soon finished by the victory of the swan knight,and this
meant that Elsa was not guilty. She was willing to become his wife.
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Aurtrude and her husband did not resign themselves to defeat. Realizing
that the swan knight was unwilling to tell his name and antecedents, they struck
on another idea.
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During the wedding ceremony held in the church, Aurtrude made fun of
Elsa’s marriage to a strange man of questionable antecedents.
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Everybody knew what she was up to,so they disregarded her ideas and
showed no interest in her. The newlyweds were very pleasant and happy in the
harmonious wedding ceremony.
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Entering the bridal house, however, Elsa forgot her own pledge that she

would never request the name and antecedents of her husband and asked about
that again and again. ‘
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The swan knight knew that there would never be peace if he refused to tell
the truth. So he promised to answer her in front of the king.
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All the officials were quite surprised when they saw him wholly armed and
willing to disclose the secret about his name and antecedents.
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He announced to the public,“I come from the lofty and grand Montsarrat
Castle. It is located in a dense forest. ”




