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Foreword 1

Foreword

I am delighted to introduce to our readers the publication An Annotated Bibliography of the Classical
Writings of Hong Kong Poets. 1 consider this book to be a very valuable and unique addition to the re-

search tools in Hong Kong literature available to scholars and general readers alike.

As noted by the compiler, Ms Y. W. Chau, how we define precisely who is a “Hong Kong poet” can be
problematical, especially given the last 170 years of conflict and migration in mainland China and be-
yond. A very simple but safe solution has been adopted: if the poet has evidenced any kind of Hong
Kong connection in his or her life and work, then that poet’s classical poetry and prose are listed in this

Bibliography.

It has often been said that Hong Kong is a melting-pot of ideas and a fusion of many cultures, both in
terms of the variety of the Chinese provincial origins of its population as well as its multi-national diver-
sity. This blending of multiple human experiences and backgrounds has produced a local literary scene
of rare vivacity and verve in which talent and originality have thrived. The sheer number of allusions,
metaphors and quotations from the Chinese classical canon in the works listed here is clear evidence of
this.

Of course this liveliness has its parallels in other literatures worldwide, especially when we look at the lit-
erature of €émigré writers. The experience of moving to another location by choice or by force of circum-
stance stimulates the senses greatly. In literary pursuits, this can result in works of ennui and homesick-
ness, or, conversely, in a flowering of political awareness and literary talent directly attributable to the joy
of escape to less troubled waters and to a more settled life. Hong Kong is a place with close connections
to the Chinese mainland, yet a place where political comment and even criticism of mainland people and

events is and has always been more tolerated.

A superb émigré archetype in the Chinese tradition is Liu Zongyuan ( #lI537¢ 773-819), a Tang Dynasty
poet exiled to Liuzhou (Guangxi) who wrote to his demoted, exiled, and reform-minded friends who
were scattered throughout the remote jungle outposts of southern China. The poem that depicted clearly
the sorrow associated with the life in exile may perhaps truly reflect the thinking of the majority of poets
listed in this bibliography,
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From the high city tower, a vast wilderness.

Expanse of sky, and sea — and infinite this sorrow.

As whirlwinds riot over lotus waters,

Sheets of rain pound vine-covered walls.

Tiers of mountain trees block views of a thousand li.

The river winds its course, like the convolutions of the heart.
Here we all are, where the native hordes tattoo their skin —

Without any letters, totally apart.

As far as world émigré literatures are concerned, one thinks of shining parallels in the first half of the
twentieth century, From Russia, the poet Marina Tsvetaeva (1892-1941) in Prague and Paris, and the
novelist/poet, Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977) in Berlin and New York. From Germany, a whole literary
movement, Exilliteratur, characterized by a loose association of authors with deep and lasting reputations
such as the Mann Brothers, Ludwig Heinrich Mann (1871-1950), Paul Thomas Mann (1875-1955) , and
Erich Maria Remarque (1898-1970). From Ireland, James Joyce (1882-1941), who wrote in his novel 4
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, published in 1916 while he was living in Zurich, Switzerland,

1 will not serve that in which I no longer believe whether it call itself my home, my fatherland
or my church: and I will try to express myself in some mode of life or art as freely as I can and
as wholly as I can, using for my defence the only arms I allow myself to use, silence, exile, and

cunning.

True, unlike the Chinese writers listed here, many Western émigré writers achieved success in the lan-
guage of their new home, but like their Chinese counterparts, their style and substance, were indelibly

rooted in the culture of their native home-towns.

In the light of these fine and lasting literary traditions, I sincerely hope our readers find this important
volume useful and informative.

Colin Storey

University Librarian

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
May 2010
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