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A Service to Prove You Are Really You
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& % n the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog, as the New Yorker cartoon
. famously said. But what if, while you are surfing, you want to prove your

pedigree " 7

Equifax, the big credit agency that dlready knows more about your flea count

than you do, wants to help.

It is developing a service that will let you create an online identity? that can
assert” various “claims®” that it will back up. To an online wine merchant, it might
back you up when you say you are of legal age. If you are applying to open a
bank account, the company might vouch for® your entire profile®, including

name, address, birthday and Social Security number.

Ron Carpinella, Equifax’s vice president for ID management, said the service
might even be of use on a blog. “Think of all the people using false identities on
blogs to post 15 different comments on something,” he said. “We can prevent

that. ”
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Consumers won't pay anything for this, as Equifax envisions” the service.
Rather, website owners will pay money for a better way to trust that what users tell

them is true.

Mr. Carpinella would not say how much the company expected the fees to
be. There is another year of testing before the service goes to market. But he did
say he envisions a broad range® of prices, depending on the information being
verified. A publisher that wanted simple identity information might pay fractions of

a dollar, while a banking site might pay several dollars.

Credit bureaus like Equifax already offer sites a way to verify® the identities of
users. You may have seen this when you tried to open a new bank or credit card
account and you were presented with some multiple choice questions asking you

to verify where you got your mortgage'’ or car loan (the sort of facts a credit

bureau knows about you).

This new initiative” hopes to piggyback™ on an
elaborate” attempt to create an industry standard
called Information Card that is meant to let people
log into many sites with one account. If that reminds
you of Microsoft Passport, it should, because the
proposed standard combines work done by
Microsoft to create an improved identity service with
similar efforts by some of its rivals. Microsoft wants

to use this technology both for people to sign on to

corporate networks and for consumers to identify

,
,

\‘x\themselves to websites they use.

Whether the broader Information. Card effort has any chance of tgkihg off is a

use, than Open ID, a standard that lets you use your name and password from
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one site, say Google, to sign onto another site, for example, Facebook. But that

complexity enables some extra features and possible protection against fraud®.

Equifax is on to something. There are times when you want someone you are
dealing with online to know you really are you. Amazon'’s product reviews became
more trustworthy when the company started identifying those written by people

whose names were validated” by way of their credit card accounts.

So let's look at how the
technology might work with the sort

of service Equifax is proposing.

Say you are shopping for a
bottle of wine; the site you visit might

display the Information Card icon (a

purple letter ). Click it, and a piece
of software called a selector will pop up. This is the key idea of information cards:
Instead of using a name and password to sign onto a site, your selector program
will pass an encrypted” version of your identity to sites you visit. ( Microsoft has
been distributing with Windows a selector called Cardspace, which as far as | can

tell nobody uses. )

Your selector can contain several versions of your identity — accounts you
have created with various sites and bits about yourself. And you can choose
which one you want to present to a given site. One of your cards can contain
information you p‘rovide yourself. You say you are or aren't a dog, and a site
you visit simply trusts you. Other cards contain “claims” that are backed up
by third parties. Banks might provide cards that associate a particular account
with a particular shopping address, to enable online shopping, for example.
Governments may well provide the online equivalent of a driver's license,

providing the electronic backup.



Your selector will show you which cards that you have can prove you are old

enough to buy alcohol. Click again and your claim is sent off to the wine site.

Behind the scenes, the wine company zaps

8

avoid being hauled” into court for selling to minors

some money to Equifax for helping

Equifax hopes you'll agree to let it spread more of what it knows about your

buying habits to sites that you visit.

Never mind the details, though. If someone was able to make this as simple

as possible to use, would you want to be able to prove to others online that

in fact you are a cat?

@ pedigree n. 5, |5

@ identity n. &

(3 assert vt. 43P, B

@ claim n. BFR, FiK
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® profile n. &/, #%
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Sentences Translation

It is developing a service that will let you create an online identity
that can assert various “claims” that it will back up.

RENGELETFR—RAMRS, kA PFelER L4, X
ML DREY T IFHENT T EHMHFA,

You may have seen this when you tried to open a new bank or credit
card account and you were presented with some multiple choice
questions asking you to verify where you got your mortgage or car
loan (the sort of facts a credit bureau knows about you).
FARFTBAGBATIR P RAZ A TR P BF, THREBH T
ML, BRM— R ABM, R FERRFRIT TR
FRFHE (FRANMFRGAREX THRGEE),

.+ This new initiative hopes to piggyback on an elaborate attempt to
create an industry standard called Information Card that is meant to
let people log into many sites with one account.

XA LA A ATk ARE, BPa)l 428 FiX— 29X
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Whether the broader Information Card effort has any chance of
taking off is a topic for another day.
ARRZETAABG T EHEARERY, BENS KIS
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Amazon’s product reviews became more trustworthy when the

company started identifying those written by people whose names
were validated by way of their credit card accounts.
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Can a Space Museum
Help Russia Get Its Glory Back?
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L& 7 ith a 360-ft. high (110 m) steel flame swooping ' up from its roof, topped by

a Jetsons-esque rocket, Moscow’s Memorial Museum of Cosmonautics? has
opened again, after more than three years of expansion and renovation — one
small step in Russia’s effort to claim a more prominent place on the world stage by

highlighting its past glory in space exploration.

“We wanted to build the new museum bigger and better, but the first goal
was to remind young people of our glorious history, history that is being

”

forgotten,” says Alexander Laveikin, a deputy director of the museum and one of
the first cosmonauts to have lived aboard the Mir space station. Besides serving
as a memorial to the past, the museum, which reopened in March, is also part of
a government effort to get young Russians interested in science and technology.
“If 5 or 10 years ago, everyone wanted to be in business, (but) now they are
interested in technology — and our museum is playing a big part in that,” says

Laveikin.

“ After the financial crisis ends, they won't be interested in fast money



anymore. Now we need to forget about business and oil &

and focus on rejuvenating® our technology sector. ”

Indeed, as a new space race heats up — with China and India joining the
US, Europe and Russia in the quest to be the first to build a moon base or put a
man on Mars — Russia's government has done more than just revamp® its space
museum. In 2007, it founded Rosnanotekh, the Russian Nanotechnology
Corporation; last year, the government announced tentative® plans to abandon its
current space base in Kazakhstan and build a new one in the Russian far east;

and in March, it launched an effort to design a new moon rocket.

But two great hurdles® stand in the way of Russia’s realizing its space
dreams: a collapsing public-education system and a brain drain” that for
decades has been siphoning off® the country’s highly trained engineers as they
move to better-paying jobs in the West. It is this second issue that the museum
aims to address. “We need our youth to become interested in space again,”
says Laveikin. “We need to develop a youthful corps® of engineers and

cosmonauts. ”

In order to draw in young people, the museum was renovated with an eye
toward a more interactive experience, a concept unknown in Soviet-era museums,
most of which have no pulse — and sometimes no lights. So there's a full-size
mock-up of the Mir space station module™ and a theater that monitors the progress
of the space station in real time via video link. Most of the museum, however, is
made up of the usual look-but-don't-touch exhibits. A full-size model of the iconic
Sputnik satellite is suspended from the ceiling, while the tiny capsule that Russian
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin used to orbit the Earth rests on a pedestal”. In two glass
cases at the entrance, the stuffed bodies of Belka and Strelka, the first dogs to
return to Earth alive after a space flight, sit with their heads cocked inquisitively® .

13 «

Some of the halls are lined with kitschy space art” (one piece shows a white-



