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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Folktales. The book is the fourth in the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We
hope that you will enjoy it as much as the previous volumes.

A folktale is created by working people. With fictitious content a
folktale is a kind of oral literary work in prose style. It reflects the realistic
attitude of working people in different times, the spirit of happiness that
they work for, and their longing for a glorious future. The folktale has
been polished by innumerable people throughout the ages and is an
embodiment of the wisdom of human beings.

The book selects seventy world-famous folktales including fifteen
Chinese folktales and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek and Roman folktales as well as
Egyptian, Indian, Persian and other countries’ famous folktales.

The editor-in-chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous
Chinese writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu,
former president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The volumes are written both in Chinese and English. We have
specially invited the American professors Dr. Samuel Nicholson and Mrs.
Ella Nicholson to be the general editors of the translations. They have
worked arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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(1) HEHE, B RUR P A R, BERBRER, 2 H T E E BN
G737

In ancient times there was a tailor in the capital of China who liked recre-
ation and sports and often took his wife for a stroll.

(2) =R, i1 S e 5ot i — A EH B G E , Rt K Bz
Busko

One day, they met a very funny hunchbacked man on their way back home
from outing. They invited him to their home to eat, drink and have fun.



(3) G50, BRAEMTT LS8 TR0 ML Al 20 B T W — ST 1B
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At dusk the tailor spread on the table some fried fish, steamed bread, lem-
ons,and grapes that he had bought from the market to entertain the hunchback.

(4) BAERY 2D — Tt P ZETBE 75 B0 s 36 AL , LAl B F o,
ﬂﬁ%ﬁl/ No
In order to make merry the tailor’s wife picked up a piece of fried fish and

stuffed it in the hunchback’s mouth, then she covered his mouth with her hand
and made him swallow it whole.



(5) BER B AR R T R0l , B850 T BRI, RFTK

A fishbone got stuck in the hunchback’s throat and choked him to death.
The tailor was frightened out of his wits and was at a loss of what to do.

(6) BEER B LB L —5, B T — Mk BRI T,
The tailor’s wife thought for a minute and an idea flashed into her mind.
She hurried her husband into action.
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(7 ) BREEUT AWM, HURTEE , 35 b —Bhasif, IR B BN EH T 17,
The tailor did as she was told. He held the hunchback in his arms, covered

the dead’s face with a silk handkerchief, and then followed his wife out of the
door.
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If anyone happened to come their way, they would tell him that their son
had smallpox and ask him where they could find a doctor.




(9) BJa , MITA TR T —FMKREA, E EERI.

At last they found the house of a Jewish doctor,so they knocked at the
door.

(10)

LAMTEIRGTTRA , A TRETT, 1 “RATEE KB, AT 2?7

On hearing the knocking on the door, the doctor's maidservant went down-

stairs

hastily and opened the door. She asked,“What do you want at this time of

the night?”



(11) BREEHZEA T HPUS 2 — A4S, B TH .

The tailor’s wife gave her one quarter of a gold coin and then made clear
what they had come for.

(12) ZAMRIEE 5 L 8%, REER QER VLIS M5, BT SR L, A 043
BZKET
As soon as the maidservant had turned round to go upstairs, the tailor and

his wife seized the chance and rushed into the room. They placed the hunchback
against the stairs and then sneaked away quietly.



(13) BERT &M, BIFREBANTERERA, FAEHRERES L,
BT AMEEHR .

The doctor beamed with joy at the gold coin. He went downstairs to see

his patient in such a hurry that he tripped over the hunchback and fell flat on his
face.

(14) MRS, AT R BB NEBRIET , ST T M.

The doctor rose to his feet; when he found that the hunchback was dead, he
got very confused.



(15) BAERE R L, X EERUA TRIARF , ikttt £ 5.

The doctor carried the hunchback on his shoulder up the stairs. He told the
story to his wife and asked her to think of a way to get rid of the body.
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(16) T HESE R 16 LR TP & , BB HUTSE B 48/ Be B, LA 4% £
_tO

They carried the hunchback’s body up to the platform on the roof of the
housetop, then slowly let it down into their neighbor’s courtyard and leaved it
against one corner of the wall.



