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The Time Machine

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

I I erbert George Wells (“Bertie” as he was called) had
inherited a taste for reading which he was able to in-
dulge freely at the local Literary Institute and lending library.

Born on September 2 1st, 1866 at Bromley, Kent, young
Bertie was sent to school locally. His father kept a small hard-
ware shop, and his mother, before her marriage, had been in
domestic service. The shop never prospered, and the income
was barely sufficient.

In 1880, when the family found itself in great financial
difficulties, Mrs Wells accepted a post as a housekeeper with
her former employers, and Herbert was apprenticed to a firm of
drapers. He found it a soul-destroying occupation and left it. He
got a scholarship to study at the now Imperial College of Science,
in London and for three years, studied Physics, Chemistry,
Geology, Astronomy and Biology. After this he became an as-
sistant master in a school at Holt, North Wales. Here he suffered
a severe accident while playing foot ball. In 1893, a serious
haemorrhage of the lungs forced him to take a long rest.
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The Time Machine

This period became productive and he began to write
essays, short stories and reviews for periodicals and
magazines, such as Pall Mall Gazette, Black and White, and
the Saturday Review.

1895 saw his collection of short stories The Stolen Bacillus,
two novels — The Time Machine and The Wonderful Visit.
1896, saw The Island of Dr. Moreau, and The Invisible Man
was published in 1897, The War of the Worlds in 1898, The
First Man on the Moon in 1901, All the books were coming

out in quick succession.

By 1900 he achieved world-wide literary fame, and settled
in his house at Sandgate. Here he wrote some of his most
celebrated works— Anticipations (a volume of Essays) The
Sea Lady (1902), The Food of the Gods (1904), Kipps, A
Modern Utopia (both in 1905). In the days of the Comet
(1906), War in the Air (1908), Tono Bungay (1909), The His-
tory of Mr Polly (1910).

By this time his health had improved, and he visited Eu-
rope and the United States. In 1920, he visited Soviet Russia,

and 1in the years to come travelled all over the world.

He died at his London home on August 13th, 1946 after a
prolonged illness.

Wells wrote more than forty novels, several volumes of
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The Time Machine

short stories, besides other educational, scientific historical
and political works. Beneath the superficial differences of
his work lies an unusual consistency of thought. The ideal
which always occupied first place in his thoughts has been
called the “open conspiracy for a better world.”
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1

THE FOURTH DIMENSION

The Time Traveller (for so it will be convenient to speak
of him) was explaining a very serious matter. His grey
eyes shone and twinkled, and his usually pale face was
flushed. The fire burned brightly, and the soft radiance’
caught the bubbles in our glasses, as we comfortably sat in
the cosy leather chairs. There was a luxurious after-dinner
atmosphere, as he marked the points with his lean forefinger.

“You must follow me carefully. I shall have to oppose
one or two ideas that are universally accepted. The geometry
they have taught you at school, for instance, is founded on a
misconception. I do not mean to ask you to accept anything
without a reasonable ground for it.”

“Is that not rather a large thing to begin upon?” said Filby,
an argumentative person, with red hair.“You’ll soon admit
as much. You know of course that a mathematical line —a
line of thickness has no real existence.” “That’s all right,”
said the psychologist.

FLABEXPHHARLALKGCATHA ZH, — %A
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“Nor, having only length, breadth, and thickness, can a
cube have a real existence.”
“A solid body may exist,” said Filby.
“Can an instantaneous cube — that does not last for any
time at all, have a real existence?”

I became thoughtful.

“Clearly,” the Time Traveller continued, ‘““any real body
must have extension in four directions : it must have length,
breadth, thickness, and---duration. There are really four
dimensions, three which we call the three planes of space,
and a fourth, time.”

“That,” said a very young man,“...is very clear indeed.”
“This 1s what 1s meant by the fourth dimension,” said the
Time Traveller, “though some people who talk about the
fourth dimension, do not know they mean it. It is only an-
other way of looking at time. THERE IS NO DIFFER-
ENCE BETWEEN TIME AND ANY OF THE DIMEN-
SIONS OF A SPACE EXCEPT THAT OUR CONSCIOUS-
NESS MOVES ALONG IT. Have you heard what they say
about it?”

“I have not,” said the provincial mayor.

“It 1s simply this. Space, as our mathematicians put it, is
always definable by reference to three planes, each at right
angles to the others...But why not another direction at right
angles to the other three. You know a flat surface has two
dimensions. We can represent a figure of a three-dimensional
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