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PREFACE

Shigatse, the seat of the successive Panchen Lamas, historically
known as the “ Tsang ™ region, situates to the southern border of
China with a beautiful landscape and a lengthy period of history and
culture.

It rises to the highest of lands in this wide world. Here, a
panorama of beautiful landscape has taken a formation by mountain
ranges criss—crossing leaps and bounds, peaks scrambling for para-
mountcy, rivers rushing in torrents, lakes lying in limpid tranquillity,
and boiling hot springs shooting in mountain. Such and such wonders
and unrivalled heights add grandeur to its rivers and ranges. The foot
of the Himalayas produces tropic zone with boundless forests,
overhanging cliffs foamy waterfalls of lovely sceneries. Such geo-
praphical structure gives birth to rich resource for mineral and wild
life and furthermore produces for mandkind a nice zone to conquer
the nature and disclose the mystery of “ the roof of the world ~ . Such
a space has been remaining so far a virgin land for the living human of
today.

In the by—-gone times, Shigatse had produced numbers of
distinguished figures, or scholars, or sages who had strived for
* Boddhahood ", or builders of suspension bridges of iron—chain, or
uniters of the land whose reputation rings the ear even to this day.

One can find everywhere the glories of ancient Tibetan culture
such as ancient monasteries and temples monuments of value, folk
songs and dances, tranditional Tibetan opera, and so on, which give
expression to the intelligence and work of wonders of the natives of
Shigatse of the by—gone days.

Shigatse, with her occupation of 18.2 Sq.Km. of rich pastures and
fertile farming lands, is one of the major producers of agricultural and
husbandry production in Tibet. Presently, factories, mines and other
enterprises and emerging into existence, outlet of investments are
forming into regularity and network of transportation is being set up.
Medical herbs of rarity and handcrafts are of fame since ancient
times. It is in possession of a land full of fertility and hope, and in
possession of a people well known for their industry, intelligence,
warmheartedness and hospitability. As the warmth of the sunlight do
melt the silvery world of ice and snow, the Himalaya range becomes
no more the " sky wall® which had been a barrier for friendly visits.
And today, bearing with justice and a brand new look, it's waiting for
the coming future. Thus, Let’s firmly believe she would enjoy a more
beauty by tomorrow.
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