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UNIT ONE

PART 1 INTRODUCTION

A UNIT %8 1989 FEE BBCHHE Y H, NEEXEHH
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PART II TAPE SCRIPT

You are listening to News Desk in the BBC World Service.
The time is approaching nineteen minutes past midnight Greenwich
Mean Time. Now here is Mary with the British news®.

The government has announced that it does not intend to com-
ply for the time being with a recent ruling that key provisions of
Britain’s anti-terrorist legislation are in breach of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights®. It’s invoking powers to ignore the
judgement on the grounds that terrorism is threatening the life of
the nation. Here is our political correspondent Andrew White-
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head”.

Last month the European Court of Human Rights ruled against
powers in Britain’s Prevention of Terrorism Act allowing suspects
to be detained for up to seven days, without being brought before a
court?. The government was faced with the dilemma— either to
change its anti-terrorism laws, or to ignore the court’s judgement.
It has chosen the latter course. The Home Secretary® Douglas Hurd
is invoking powers which allow the government to disregard the rul-
ing on the grounds that Northern Ireland® terrorism is a public e-
mergency which is threatening the life of the nation. Mr. Hurd
made clear that the government was still hoping to find ways of
complying with the court, perhaps by bringing suspects before a
judge or magistrate within the seven days.. But the government is
adamant that it will do anything to restrict the powers of the police
to detain terrorist suspects and amass evidence against them. The
government’s decision to derogate, as it is known, from the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights has been denounced by the
labour opposition. It will also sour even further relations with the
Irish Republic®, already severely strained by Dublin’s? refusal to
extradite Father Patrick Ryan, a Roman Catholic priest who is
wanted in Britain on charges including conspiracy to murder. Irish
government sources are already expressing concern about the impli-
cations of the British decision.

Andrew Whitehead. The head of the Scotland Yard® Anti-
Terrorist Branch Commander George Churchill Colman* has been
giving details about the developments in the inquiry following the
discovery on Wednesday of an IRA® bomb-making factory in South
London. He also said that he’d been appointed to coordinate the
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London end of the inquiries into the Pan-Am plane crash in Scot-
land®. Our home affairs correspondent Roy Haines was at the news
conference.

We had more news about his other current case®; the ‘dis;cov—
ery in South London on Wednesday of an IRA bomb factory. Police
have now issued an artist impression® of a second man they want to
interview in connection with the case. They’ve already issued a
photograph of cne of the two mén who fled the bomb factory when
police discovered it by chance. Several homes in London have been
visited in the course of police inquiries, and the forensic examination
of the bomb factory in South London has been continuing. Com-
mander Churchill Colman said they had had magnificent response
- from the public to the police’s appeal for help, but there had been
no positive sightings yet of the wanted men. ’

Roy Haines. A planned bomb attack by the IRA on a police
station in Belfast® last night has failed because the taxi the men had
hijacked ran out of petrol. They took over the taxi as it drove to-
ward the city center and packed it with explosives, ordering the
driver to leave the vehicle outside the police station. However, the
taxi ran out of petrol several hundred® yards short of the intended
target, and the car bomb was later defused by army experts.

The center of the West Midland town of Telford has been
sealed off by police, who suspect that a bomb has been planted in
one of the department stores there. Sniffer dogs have been brought
in, and late night Christmas shoppers were cleared from the area.
Telford police say that they are treating seriously a threat that has
been made to Debernons* Store. It’s believed to have come from ex-
tremist groups-within the Animal Liberation Front®, which have
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recently attacked department stores in several towns and cities in
England, protesting mainly against the selling of furs. Earlier, po-
lice in Manchester confirmed that a suspect package had been found
in a department store.

The government is to allow a further 1, 000 Vietnamese
refugees into Britain over the next two or three years as part of the
effort to reduce overcrowding in Hongkong’s refugee camps. The

® as members of

announcement was made in the House of Commons
parliament debated -the problem of overcrowding in the camps,
which have dealt with an extra 17,000 Vietnamese refugees in the

past year.

And now' we move on to financial news, and here with the
roundup of the day’s development is Peter Collins®.

Britain®s General Electric Company and its French equivalent
CGE are to merge their power engineering businesses®. The move
will create one of Europe’s largest engineering companies, with an-
nual sales of more than four billion pounds. The European Commis-
sion® has announced proposed new rules on take-overs and mergers.
Companies which receive take-over bids would not be allowed to sell
off their prime assets to discourage the bidder, and companies mak-
ing bids would be forced to say what they would do with their tar-
get if they won®,

Trading on the foreign exchanges has been quiet, with the dol-
lar closing point four pfennigs firmer in New York at 1 German
mark 77. 35 pfennigs®. The pound closed point eight cents weaker
in New York at 1 dollar 79. 9 cents, reflecting concern over the U.
K. trade figures for November, which were released at 11. 30
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Greenwich Mean Time. The London stock market had a quiet ses-
sion®, and the 100 Share Index fell just three point nine, to
1,768.7%. In New York the Dow Jones Index® closed just 4. 28
lower, at 2,160. 36. After its sharp rises over the past few days,
coffee has fallen in New York on profit taking. The March contract
fell 6.5 cents to 149. 4 cents a pound®. And that’s the financial

news.

Now some sporting news. England cricketers are coming to
terms with the cancellation of their tour of New Zealand® next
February. The New Zealand Cricket Council announced that the
tour was no longer financially viable, following Pakistan’s® refusal
to play England in a one-day, three-way tournament there®. Pak-
istan had objected to players who had links with South Africa, the
reason which led to the cancellation of England’s original winter
tour of India. The England captain Gram Googe " pointed out that
Pakistan’s own cricketers, at present touring Australia, are taking
part in matches involving players who have also been to South
Africa.

Now football. Italy has scored their third consecutive two-nil
victory, this time over Scotland in a non-championship international
in Perugia®. Both goals came in the second half?. The scorers:
Giuseppe Genannini* from a penalty and Nicola Berte*. There’s one
result here in England, a second round, third replay in the FA
cup®. Bristol City one, Oldershot nil. The goal came in the tenth

minute from Carl Shute.

A thirty-five-year-old hospital porter is due to appear at Lam-
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beth magistrate court in London later today, charged under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act. Edward Wardly was arrested with an-
other person at a house in North London a week ago, following an
incident when a youth was shot and injured in the stomach while at-
tempting to break into a car in Battersea”. Police say Mr. Wardly
faces charges of conspiracy to cause explosions in Britain on or be-
fore December 21, and with failing to help the police catch a second
person believed to have been involved in terrorist offences. The oth-
er person arrested with him was released without being charged.

For the first time barristers in England and Wales®, those
lawyers admitted to the Bar Council® and allowed to appear in a
court are to be allowed to advertise their hourly rate of charge®.
The decision was made after the Office of Fair Trading asked the
Bar Council to disclose more information about how barristers’s fees
are assessed. Fergus Walsh * reports;

Up until now barristers have been forbidden from advertising
their hourly rates, and it was up to a solicitor to agree a fee with the
barrister’s client for a particular piece of work®. Barristers are still
not allowed to advertise in newspapers, but the rates of charge can
be included in brochures, which are sent to solicitors, who can then
advise their clients about how much a particular lawyer will cost®.
The change announced today is only a minor one when compared
with what may happen to the legal profession in the year ahead.
The Lord Chancellor will be considering such issues as whether so-
licitors should be allowed to appear as advocates in jury trials, and
whether the two branches of the legal profession should be fused in
some way®.

Fergus Walsh. A leading British naturalist Dr. David Bellomy*
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has attacked plans to levy a tax for visiting the lake district, widely
regarded as one of the most beautiful parts of the country. Officials
of the Lake District National Park want to introduce legislation to
bring in the tax. Around 12 million people visit the area annually,
and under the scheme, they will be asked to pay fifty pence a day.
But Dr . Bellomy says he is appalled by the idea. He says people
should not have to pay for the pleasure of enjoying the area’s lakes
and fells. .

It’s been revealed that a race horse owned by the Prince of
Wales has failed a dope test®. A horse called Devil’s Elbow was
tested after it won a Norvice Hurdle at Wooster* Race Course early
this month. Traces of caffeine and two other substances which are
banned by the Jockey Club, the governing body of horse racing®,
were discovered. A spokesman for the Jockey Club said that at this
stage the source of the prohibited substances was not known, but he
said that they were sometimes found in contaminated feed. The
horse’s trainer confirmed that some feed stuffs had been taken away
for analysis. 7

Police in Wiltshire in the west of England are looking for a bur-
glar who cooked a meal in the house he was robbing and then
washed up his dirty dishes afterwards. The man stole chips, eggs
and beans which he proceeded to eat, and also took a purse and a
small amount of money. He then made his escape, but not before
replacing the window pane he had removed to get into the house in
the first place. A police spokesman said; “He was quite tidy. We
don’t get many like him®. ”

That’s the British news. This is News Desk. It’s just after
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midnight twenty-four Greenwich Mean Timue. sAna now our regular
look at the world of finance.

Most markets have been quiet, but there have been sharp rises
in the value of the dollar and the price of oil.

The trade war between the United States and the European
Community and an accident in the North Sea were the major factors
influencing financial markets on Wednesday. On the foreign ex-
changes the dollar rose sharply as the trade war escalated. It closed
in London up over a cent against the pound, and in New York it
was just a touch firmer at 1 dollar 78. 95%. Against the German
mark, the dollar rose one and three quarters pfennigs at 1 mark
79. 05. The dollar’s sfrength, though, caused a sharp fall in the
price of precious metals ,and in particular platinum which plunged
nearly twenty-two dollars in New York, to 510 dollars 50 an
ounce. On the oil market, North Sea brand crude® continued its
rise after the accident in the North Sea ,which closed three produc-
tion platforms. The accident will reduce Britain’s oil output by more
than ten precent for several months. A barrel of North Sea brand
for February delivery® rose 42 cents at 15 dollars 52 cents. Both the
London and the New York stock markets were quiet. In London
share prices staged a largely technical rally®. The 100 Share Index
closed up 13.7 at 1,787.7, but volume was low®. And over on
Wall Street®, the Dow Jones rose 3. 93 at 2,166. 61.

And that’s the financial news.
NOTES

@ Now here is Mary with the British news. 3L7E 1 53 i #f & 3% (= & &
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$8 The Lord Chancellor will be considering such issues as whether solici-
tors should be allowed to appear as advocates in jury trials, and
whether the two branches of the legal profession should be fused in



