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1 Exploring other planets
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The journey to the moon had been the first step towards future exploration® in
space. The distance between the moon and the earth is very short indeed when com-
pared with the distances between the earth and the other planets. Mars?, the nearest
planet to the earth is millions of miles away! Travelling to the planets will be man’s
next aim. Such travels will be more challenging than the trip to the moon and certainly
more adventurous?,

Recently, two American spaceships, Vikings 1 and 2, landed on Mars trying to dis-
cover whether that planet has any life on it. So far the signs of life on Mars have neither
confirmed® nor ruled out. Russians have discovered that the surface of
Venus® is so hot that it is almost certain that there is no life there. Al-
so the atmosphere® of Venus is extremely dense® and the pressure is
nearly a hundred times greater than that of the earth’s atmosphere.

Scientists believe man may find planets which have the same con-
ditions as those we have on the earth,but man should realize the earth will be his only
home for a long time and begin to love and care for it.

m e R e e e
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. According to the passage. travelling to the planets will be
A. much easier and even more interesting
B. far more exciting and dangerous
C. man’s final aim
D. man’s first step
2. Which of the following is NOT true?
A. Mars is nearer to the earth than the moon.
B. The moon is much nearer to the earth than Mars.

C. Of all the planets,Mars is the nearest to the earth.
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D. All the planets are much farther to the earth.
3. From the passage.we can guess
A. there is life on Mars
B. there is no life on Mars
C. the atmosphere of Mars is not so dense as that of Venus
D. scientists will have little hope to find the answers
I. Man can live on under the conditions of
A. much too hot surface
B. the same pressure as we get on earth
C. normal atmosphere as we have on earth
D. BothBand C
5. Scientists think we should take care of our earth because
A. no other planets are to take the place of the earth
B. everything needed is provided by the earth
C. the only home of man will be the earth for a long time
D. the dream to find another home for man will come true

2 Computer virus®
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Every year when the Italian artist Michelangelo’s (1475 ~ 1564) birthday comes
around,computer users all over the world are filled with fear® and use their computers
with care. Some may even choose not to turn on their computers on March 3rd. The fear
or care is just because a deadly® computer virus is expected to cause damages on that
day.

What is a computer virus then? And why do people get so afraid of it?

A computer virus is, in fact, a little program that is put into other programs and that
does something bad. It is called a virus because, like any real life viruses such as
AIDS® virus, it reproduces itself. And when these programs are run,the virus is brought
to life®. It hides itself in your computer waiting for the right moment to make damages.
And at the same time it keeps reproducing itself by copying itself onto their programs.

The Michelangelo virus waits until the artist’s birthday comes around, and then it
will wake up to do very bad things like destroying your files®. So next time when you
turn on your computer look out for computer viruses!
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I. What's the best topic for this passage?

A. Computers and Human Beings. B. Programs of Computers.

C. Computer Virus. D. Computer Users.
A computer virus is a kind of -

(W)

A. birthday B. care C. program D. disease
3. Computer users fear viruses because o

A. they can destroy all the computers

B. they can change every program in the computers

C. they can make users ill and dead

D. they can possibly do great harm to computers
I. It seemed that

A. a computer virus can never be got rid of

B. a computer virus will appear at the right time

C. a computer virus is given to the computer by an Italian artist

D. a computer virus will appear each time you turn on your computers
5. From the passage we know .

A. Michelangelo was born on March 3rd

B. a computer virus is just the same as a real life virus

C. the artist Michelangelo was not a good person

D. many people don't use computers because of the viruses

3 How to get fresh water?
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The world is not only hungry, it will also be thirsty for water. About 97% of water
on the earth is sea water, or salt water. Man can only drink or use the other 3% of the
fresh water comes from rivers, lakes and underground. On the other hand, be-
cause the number of people in the world is becoming larger and larger,more and more
fresh water is needed. So water shortage becomes a big problem.

How can we work out this problem? Scientists have found some ways to turn salt
water into fresh water. One important way is to boil® sea water with high heat until
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vapor? rises, leaving the salt. In this way, a lot of fresh water can be |
made quickly.

But heating is not the only way to get fresh water. Other ways are 7
tried, for example, digging deep wells? , keeping rain water and preventing rivers from
being polluted. Which way is the best? To get,water, the least, is, the most, fresh, for,
money, the best.

@boil v BR3ER @vapor n. A5 Owell n. &
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1. Can people use all the water on the earth?

2. What's the other reason why water shortage is a big problem in the world?
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4 The effect® of color
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Scientists are making new study of color and its effects on our health. They have
known for a long time that the color of a room or the color of the light in it can affect®
our feelings. Many prisons and hospitals have at least one room that is painted pink.
Officials have found that putting an angry person into a pink room has a calming effect.
Scientists also have found that light and color can produce physical® changes in our
bodies. Professor Falfan worked with the group of 9 disabled children at the school in
Albert. Two of the children were blind. The other seven had normal sight. The scien-
tists changed the color of the school room, then looked for changes in blood pressure®,
heartbeat and breathing rate®. The effects of color changes were the same for the
blind children as for those with normal sight. Their blood pressure dropped from about
120 to 100. Similar changes were reported in heartbeat and the breathing.

The children were also calmer and less excited. Then the colors of the room were

- ,MMWMMM



MMMAMMM uuuuu -

returned to orange and white. Blood pressure, heartbeat and breathing rate went up
and the children became excited again. Professor Falfan said different colors produce
different level of energy. He said the differences seem to affect chemicals in the brain
that catry messages from nerve® to nerve and from nerve to muscle.

Deffect n. MR @affect v. M@ Gphysical adj. SREY; ARBY @blood pressure [
E Graten EE;ERE @nerve n. R
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1. Light and color can affect all of the following EXCEPT _
A. one’s feelings B. one’s spirit
C. one's eyesight D. one's heartbeat
2. According to the passage.orange and white can make people
A. calm B. upset
C. excited D. sick
3. The color of pink has a calming effect.that is to say.the color affects
A. the skin B. the eyes
C. the brain D. the muscles

1. After reading the passage.we can conclude that
A. blind people can be affected by color, too
B. one's heart will beat faster in a colorful room than in a white room
C. the chemicals in the brain change with feelings and emotions
D. if one’s blood pressure drops,his breathing will get slower and slower

5 Day
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The word “day” has two meanings. When we talk about the number of days in a
year,we are using “day” to mean a period of 24 hours. But when we talk about day and
night,we are using “day” to mean the time between sunrise and sunset®. Since the
earth looks like a ball,the sun can shine on only half of it at a time®. Always one half of
the earth is having day and the other half night. A place is moved from day into night
and from night into day over and over by the spinning® of the earth. At the equator®
day and night are sometimes the same length. They are each twelve hours long. The
sun rises at 6 o'clock in the morning and sets at 6 o’clock in the evening. For six months
the North Pole is tilted® toward the sun. In those months the Northern Hemisphere® gets
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more hours of sunlight than the Southern Hemisphere. Days are longer than nights.
South of the equator nights are longer than days. For the other six months the North
Pole is tilted away from the sun. Then the Southern Hemisphere gets more sunlight.

Days are longer than nights. North of the equator nights are longer than days. Winter is
the season of long nights. Summer is the season of long days.

(Dsunrise and sunset BHAIERE @the sun can shine on only half of it at a tirﬁe ABEB—2R
SEERFE LN —Y  Qspin v. B8 @equator n. JHE Otilted adj. AR
©®Hemisphere n. IR i
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I. When the Western Hemisphere is having day. the Eastern Hemisphere is having

A. bioithidoy and night B. day
C. neither day nor night D. night

. A place is moved from day into night and from night into day over and over by
of the earth.

A. the pushing B. the pulling C. the spinning D. the passing

3. At the equator day is as long as night

A. sometimes B. never C. usually D. always

[. When the North Pole is tilted toward the sun.the Northern Hemisphere gets
sunlight.
A. less B. more C. all D. no

5. When it is winter in China. .

A. the USA is tilted toward the sun

B. the South Pole is tilted away from the sun
C. the North Pole is tilted toward the sun

D. the North Pole is tilted away from the sun

6 Searching outside the earth
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People never stop searching outside the earth. Thousands of years ago, humans of-
ten looked at the sky and bright stars at night, asking ,“What are those bright
things?” “Are there any people outside the earth?” “Are those men the same as us?”

With the developmént of science, Russian government succeeded® in sending an
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astronaut into space almost sixty years ago. In 1969, America sent two astronauts to
the moon. A few years ago, America still sent a spaceship without people to Mars. The
robot spent much time working on Mars and wanted to find out new life there, but none.
Our country has already sent three astronauts into space since 2003. But so far,humans
haven't discovered any living things on other stars or planets yet. The universe® is end-
less. There are many many mysteries® ,will, scientists, which, be, by, solved. One day,
humans might be able to discover some aliens living on a certain star.
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succeed v. BTN @universe n. FE  Gmystery n. JHNEIZEY)
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. Has anyone been to other places in space except the moon yet?

2. How many countries have sent people into space?
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I. discover v. &I

Fleming discovered penicillin early in the twentieth century. 3E3€BHFE 20 LW &
RERTHER.

discoverable adj. KILH, BEEM

2. realize v. EIRF|

He realized his mistake at once. b5 FihiRE] H MR,

3. prevent . FELE:B5IE

Action must be taken to prevent further accidents. I 24 5REAT SR 1F S0 —4 R4 .

I. endless udj. FToIEERN

The list is endless. FHHRKBBERT .
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They have known for a long time that the color of a room or the color of the
light in it can affect our feelings.
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The distance between hearts

A Hindu saint who was visiting river Ganges to take a bath found a group of family
members on the bank, shouting in anger at each other. He turned to his disciples and
asked, “Why do people shout in anger at each other?”

His disciples thought for a while, and one of them said, “Because we lose our calm,
we shout. ”

“But, why should you shout when the other person is just next to you? You can as
well tell him what you have to say in a soft manner,”asked the saint.

His disciples gave some other answers but none satisfied the other disciples.

Finally the saint expained, “When two people are angry at each other, there will be
a distance between their hearts. To cover that distance they must shout to be able to
hear each other. The angrier they are, the stronger they will have to shout to cover that
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