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Interviews with Barack Obama



1. Google Employees Interview Senator
Obama®

November 14, 2007

SCHMIDT: Thank you, Senator, for such a strong message about
innovation.
OBAMA: Thank you.
SCHMIDT: Senator Obama, the product of a Kansas mother and a
father from Kenya, born in Hawaii, your history, of course, Columbia,
Harvard, state senator, now senator running for president, welcome to
Google.
OBAMA: Thank you so much. Thank you. Thank you.
SCHMIDT: When you see yourself in the presidency, in 2008, 2009,
and for many years, what is it that youre going to do that’s exceptional?
What is your fundamental reason why you think this company—this
country, excuse me, is going to be a great country? And, by the way—
OBAMA: Is this the kind of interview that you guys went through?
SCHMIDT: And your book is really extraordinary. Its title is The
Audacity of Hope.
OBAMA: Yes. Well, Eric, first of all, thanks for letting me be here.

And the reason that book is called The Audacity of Hope is it
captures an idea that got me into politics in the first place, which is that
part of what has been great about America is there’s a certain audacious

quality—this belief that this ragtag bunch of revolutionaries can
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overthrow the greatest empire on earth,® start a government that we've
never seen operate before, spread across a continent, create the greatest
economy and the greatest democracy in our history, and then overcome
barriers, both internal and external, that would prevent us from making
progress. There’s a certain confidence and boldness to the idea of
America.

And the reason I'm running for president right now—because
oftentimes people ask me, why now, you know? If I waited 10 years, I'd
still be younger than most of the other candidates. That’s true.

It is because I think we are at a defining moment in our history.
Our nation is at war. The planet is in peril. Ordinary Americans are
working harder for less. They feel as if the dream the generations fought
for is slowly slipping away. Their costs for everything from health care to
college have gone up. They’re finding it more difficult to save, difficult to
retire. And they don’t feel as if anybody in Washington is listening to
them.

And when I made the decision—TI sat down with my wife, and I
asked myself three questions. One, could my family survive the rigors of
a presidential campaign? And because my wife is exceptional and my
children are above-average, we figured we could do it.

And they’ve been great.

That’s also true.

The second question that we asked was: could we win? And we
determined that we could.

But the third question was—I asked myself the question you asked.
Because I think so much is at stake right now that running for president
can’t be about just ambition this time. There’s got to be a rationale.

And what I concluded is this: I believe I can more effectively bring
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this country together to solve problems than any other candidate.

And, you know, we have seen a gridlock where 45 percent of the
country’s on one side®, 45 percent of the country’s on the other; you’ve
got 10 percent in the middle. They all live in Ohio and Florida,
apparently.

And so political contests just become beating down the other side
and eking out a victory one way or the other, but you can’t govern. And
the problems we face—whether it’s climate change or health care or our
standing in the world—are so enormous that we have to govern. We
have to make good decisions. So that’s number one.

Number two is I have taken on the special interests in the past and
I've won. And I've got an instinct, a bias to push against the status quo,
which I think is really needed right now. Because Washington has
become captive of special interests that are making decisions not based on
reason, not based on competition, not based on innovation, but all too
often based on who’s got the most juice, who’s got the most clout. And
that has to change.

And the third thing—and this is the last thing—is you mentioned
my background.

I was shaped by a new global perspective. I grew up in Hawaii. [
lived in Indonesia. I have family all around the globe.

And the damage that’s been done over the last seven years in our
standing in the world is so significant that we have to have the next
president engage in a level of personal presidential diplomacy that I think
is unmatched, at least since World War II.

And I believe that the day I'm inaugurated the—not only does the
country look at itself differently, but the world looks at America

differently.
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And I'm able to go to Africa and speak to them about development
and problems of corruption and our obligations towards that continent.
And I can say, I've got a grandmother in a small African village without
electricity or running water. So I have a level of credibility that no other
president could match.

If I go to a Muslim leader, I can speak to them and I can say, I am a
Christian, but I lived in the country with the largest Muslim population
in the world. And so I don’t assume a clash of civilizations. I think that
there’s something that we have in common that we can potentially build
on. And I have a level of credibility that no other president has.

That, I think, is what’s going to be necessary to lead us out of the
problems that we’re in right now.

SCHMIDT: Now...Now, Senator, you’re here at Google, and I like to
think of the presidency as a job interview. Now, it’s hard to get a job...
OBAMA: Right.

SCHMIDT: ...as president.

OBAMA: Right.

SCHMIDT: And I mean, you're going through the rigors now. It’s also
hard to get a job at Google.

OBAMA: Right.

SCHMIDT: We have questions. And we ask our candidates questions.
And this one is from Larry Schwimmer (phonetic).

OBAMA: OK.

SCHMIDT: What—you guys think I'm kidding? It’s right here. What
is the most efficient way to sort 1 million 32 bit integers?

OBAMA: Well—

SCHMIDT: Maybe—I'm sorry. Maybe—

OBAMA: No, no, no. I think...
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SCHMIDT: It’s not—

OBAMA: I think the bubble sort® would be the wrong way to go.
SCHMIDT: Come on. Who told him this? I didn’t see computer science
in your backup...

OBAMA: We've got our spies in there. In the...

SCHMIDT: Why don’t—let’s ask a different interview question and
more—obviously, more serious. You're...You're notable in this campaign
for your steadfast opposition to the Iraq war.

OBAMA: Right.

SCHMIDT: On the assumption that you’re elected president, on day one
you'll walk in...

OBAMA: Yes.

SCHMIDT: ...and the war will probably still be on.

OBAMA: Yes.

SCHMIDT: And we know your view that the war was a mistake.
OBAMA: Right.

SCHMIDT: But here it is. You're at the desk. What are you going to
do?

OBAMA: We will call in—I will call in the Joint Chiefs of Staff®, my
secretary of state nominee, my national security adviser nominee. And
they will have a new mission, which is to end this war.

And it appears, based on the advice that I've gotten from military
commanders, that we can safely bring out one to two brigades per
month. At that pace, we will have our combat troops out in 16 months.

The only mission—we will not have permanent bases in Iraq, and
we will not have combat operations in Irag—the only mission that I will
allow will be to protect our embassy and our civilian personnel,
diplomats, humanitarian workers. And we will have a narrowly targeted
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