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I STUDY OF BRONZE AGE CULTURE IN LINGNAN REGION

Culture development and its ethnic belonging, and reveals further
research prospects.

Chapter | provides necessary explanations, discussions and state-
ment of this research for the purpose of in-depth study under thoroughly
clear concepts and background. For instance the thesis clarifies the
research coverage as Lingnan Bronze Culture, including “ Bronze
Culture” and “Bronze Age” in Lingnan area, and the time ranging
from the emergence of bronze vessels (including casting foundries) in
the region to the period of Nanyue Kingdom. The major periods experi-
enced were Shang and Zhou Dynasties, as well as Spring & Autumn,
and Warring States Periods; This chapter reveals that the implication of
“Kuiwen (35Zr) Pottery Culture” and “Miziwen (KF L) Pottery
Culture” have more profound meaning and characteristics of cultural
“system” than the term “ Archaeological Culture” in common academic
sense. Up to now they are relatively reasonable and acceptable concepts.

Chapter II is an analysis and study of the basics of Lingnan Bronze
Culture. The researcher divides Bronze Culture into three developmental
stages, Early Bronze Culture stage, Kuiwen Pottery Culture stage and
Miziwen Pottery Culture stage. In the first two stages, Lingnan Bronze
Culture influenced over four regions, Eastern, Northern and Central of
Guangdong, and the region covering now Western Guangdong and East-
ern Guangxi. In Miziwen Pottery Culture stage, the culture spread
further to the central south area of Guangxi. Lingnan Early Bronze Cul-
ture period was in Shang and early Western Zhou Dynasties. Kuiwen Pot-
tery Culture was from the middle of Western Zhou Dynasty to early War-
ring States Period. Miziwen Pottery Culture was from the middle of War-
ring States Period to early Western Han Period. Early Bronze Culture was
formed and developed on the basis of local Neolithic Culture, and influ-

enced by manufacturing technologies of Lingbei bronze vessels and other
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cultural factors. Obvious sub-cultural heterogeneity existed among the
regions involved in the culture. The essential cultural contents of Kuiwen
Pottery Culture vessels and stone tools originated from local Early Bronze
Culture. The prosperity of bronze vessels was brought by the influence
and spreading of Lingbei ethnic culture. During the period most Lingnan
cultures presented homogeneity. Miziwen Pottery Culture covered most
Lingnan area as well. The south migration of Yue adherents and their
integration with people of Kuiwen Pottery Culiure directly led to birth
and speedy progression of Lingnan Miziwen Pottery Culture .

Chapter [, based on the geographical features of mountains and
rivers, points out a number of central zones of Lingnan Bronze Culture
. It also discusses the mutual relationships among the central zones and
their effects. The chapter argues that the main features in zoning the
cultural centres were with rivers sides as core places and mountains as
natural boundaries. The second section discusses relationships between
Lingnan Culture and the surrounding cultures with focuses on their
mutual influences, the cultural spreading direction, major pathways
and geographical environmental factors. It holds that major channels of
the cultural exchanges were along rivers and seas, from north to south,
accompanied by exchanges between the east and west. The third section
analyses and summarizes the origin, evolution and basic patterns of
Lingnan Bronze Culture. It argues that the emergence and phrasal devel-
opment of Lingnan Bronze Culture were the combined effects of three
major integrations of foreign cultures, which was more violent and
profound one after another.

Chapter IV explores the social development in Lingnan Bronze
Culture. It is believed that the mature and civilized society emerged after
Spring & Autumn Period. From then to Warring States Period social

classes were clear and status divisions between the classes were
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huge. Before the Kingdom of Nanyue, there was no single kingdom state
in Lingnan region. It was a transitional time from tribal alliance to
states. Based on large amount of previous research, the second section
further analyses and studies the ethnity of Lingnan Bronze Culture people
. It holds that the early inhabitants in Early Bronze Culture period were
the ancestors of Yue Kingdom. Kuiwen Pottery Culture was originated by
Cangwu people in the Yangyue Family. The creators of Miziwen Pottery
Culture were Xiouyue people. It was resulted from cultural exogamy
between Ouyue people migrating to the south and indigenous Cangwu
people. Besides, Luo people, who lived in the southwest of Lingnan,
were strongly influenced by Xiou Culture. Their culture was thus imprinted
with Yue Culture in the time of Miziwen Pottery Culture, thus they
themselves were later known as Luoyue people. Their culture is regarded
as a branch of Yue Culture.

Keywords: Lingnan; Bronze Culture; period; pattern; ethnic

belonging



H &

CONTENTS

51

Tl

I T BT T T |
T BFRARILERIE  creevecertrrerrnnieie e e e aee e §
Z ORI REBAIRESE e 18

F—E REHFREE SO B R e 20

B A SEETFRABTIRFIZEHT crerrrerrrnnereerreen s ennineen 20
U BT BGFEE e ererrereeee e ensnn eneene s ene e 20)
= U dEEART LB AGRE i 21
Z O EREEAEFTEREER e 25
BIW Bl SR SFEEL CRE” 26

B NEEFENHSCEAIN. 2K K
SCAEBFESIHT o oevvereerere e eensnsereamrs e ere s 32

B . DRAEREBEPE coeeerreeererresnrnenonann. 32
e R0 1L g - O 1
o HEBBAIS et e 36



o B EFAAERIBE oo e 54
Z FHREAMHFEREAXAAR ESH e 63
B BE B SCALHIEE e 5
e D EE B E cerreerrreemremrrneeiensnnesnnsnansnnesnenes 75
2 BB AL AIEET oo e 88
Z BREMIARFERAL AR ESH oo 93
HPIH  KRZEBICIBIEE oo e 106
— HSEEHBIEAR  ceercerreeeeerenen e 106
= R T ARIBEE  creeereereenennen e 118
AFOo B ERL LB LN e 121

I

=% WHERMNUSCEHERSEREARRE - 129

A SCALBIERY AT GAGIE  ceeeeeeeeereeseeeereneseeseeeneees 129

— S ERE IR E IS cerereerrerrseinecennienenees 129

= M HEAN PN ESFRLE e 132
BY MR, BB EHIIFIR e 140

— LAEABMEMLAER . 141
EX BB E XALE R ceverererernn e onncaneee 146
Edd KB XL E R e 153
EBEMEMLEFR  cveerreerreereeraneencieneenes 162
EMEREMGLILEER  ccrereereecinininen 168
WS e I I SO AR R R BRGE -ovveeveeereveenee 172
— BB FAARN XA EEIEE e 172
W dy E B R AL RA  crereereeersinnninne. 176

I

4 M3

It



H %
CONTENTS

PR W H RS 2R RIRE B RR -

B WRHEN ORISR RRE
— WRXAEREBEHXE
S L L EXEY Sy TN T
B R N SRR
— FRAAZTEEAEMA
= RENRABERER LR

— A d AN, e h
= ARXHARZILEARNASGEHLGREE

— EAEHE (AAAMETHYEER L)
= FFEH

SAFREF

AP

A3

- I

i)
ol

[y

83

-- 183

- 183
cereees 184
- 190

-+ 190
ceeee 196

ceee 227

- 227

-+ 231

234

- 234

-+ 235
cereees 248
- 257
ceee 258

- 262



