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Abstract

this book is mainly about the language of Southward Migrants of Archaic
Western Qiang and their descendants. 1) their language is a branch from
Proto — Tibet — Burman , and further differentiates Burmo — Yi?¥ ( Yi — Burman)
Language, namely the Proto — language, Via the Qiang — Burman stage;
2) comparing 30 tones in Burmo — Yi Language in detail ,we have classified A,
B, C, D categories in terms of correspondence. In view of the Burman
Inscriptions , these four types of tones are correspondent to certain syllable —
final consonants,Tone A ~ contiuant — *G.Tone B ~ aspirated — “h; Tone C ~

*

glottal - % | ; Tone D ~ plosive — "p, — "t, — "k and fricative — "s. So we
reconstruct the four types of syllable ending consonants that generate 4 proto.
tone systems. Some proto — tones differentiate two substrate tones on account of
the voiced/voiceless initials: T, ( Yin tone) (A, ,B,,C,,D,)and T,( Yang tone)
(A,,B,, C,,D,). Tone D is Rusheng tone. There’ re long Rusheng tones DL
and short Rusheng tones DS in sorne languages as a result of the long/short
ancient vowels. Also, Rusheng tone divided into four groups in some other
languages including the above differentiated forms, namely Yin long Rusheng
tone D, L vs Yang long Rusheng tone D,L, Yin short Rusheng tone D, S vs Yang

short Rusheng tone D,S. It is notable that the aspiration of ancient initials in

Burmo - Yi language counteracts the difierentiation of tones which results in the

IO Burmese — Lolo.
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specific co — occurrence of Yin and Yang tones. The characteristics of tones
show that the languages in Burmo — Yi language have a relatively close
relationship ,and can be a criterion to differentiate from other languages, and
significant for pedigree classification ;3 ) after varied to tone language. develops
its unique three — dimensional patterns with initials, finals and tones. Initials
come from the syllable begining consonant(including prefixed sound) ,and the
initials are primarily monoconsonants via integration except three types of
complex consonants: labial — palatal , set of velar( with post - liquid) ,and uvular
(with post — liquid ). The ancient initials in Burmo - Yi languages include
voiceless , aspirated voiceless,vmced,semi — voiced sound. Presently there’ s no
aspirated nasal and voiceless lateral initial ( or without phoneme if existing) ,and
also no aspirated voiced nasal and voiced lateral initials, but comparing the
initials with tones, it can be inferred that the ancient nasal and lateral initials
could be differentiate to voiceless/aspirated voiceless, voiced /semi — voiced
like the plosive, affricative , fricative as well. It is quite distinctive for the four —
classified initials. We reconstruct 110 types of tones in this book. 4 ) the basic
vowels of finals originated from Tibet — Burman languages via differentiation and
integration. The final consonants derive from syllabic ending consonants
(including suffix sound ) and have been simplified. Finals are classified into Yin
Finals( end with tinal vowel inciuding monophthong final) , Yangsheng Finals
(end with nasal consonant) and Rusheng finals ( end with fricative and
plosive ). We also reconstruct 71 types of finals in this book. It is distinctive that
the development of Burmo — Yi Phonology results In final monophthongization,
especially in Yi subgroup. 5) we reconstruct more than 1500 characters
(including synonyms ). In a word. we propose a new form to reconstruct the

initials , finals and tones.
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