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X EXMHEY) , CHEmESTERE Bt
ZHEMEL - SHEBREZEFENBEHSHERE
ZB2kE% - Extra—curricular activities ( E5MNE
g)) S HZMB co—curricular activities ( BiiRiE
g5) > AFERTEZERE lift » ZE£XE elevator : FER
BIF o )

Effire B [ k%% ) BETE I B8 | » boy
B[ 5% ) BUKREE , come again EREHEM—
# > walk on air RESEEHEE : RABRR, BX
*® o XINWe can make it #/& We can arrive
in time, Please let me know #5% Please inform
me of it » IR ; #% hook, line, and sinker 5
I completely ; comings and goings AR ac-
tivities » HREXBABLES) - EALEFZRABALE
X KRIBBMARER , RAIRMIRE : Lk
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’“%ﬁ RAESRAAEMAER TR - fR—EH
R, ASBBREGRS N, DEESR .
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H—ETEaZSHtER
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PREFACE

It is a pleasure to highly recommend Dr. Ivan
Chao and his daughter, Myrna’s book on 1diomatic
expressions commonly used by Americans. The
authors obviously have listened attentively during
their various stays in the United States as they
have included in their book many of the most
common idiomatic expressions used there.

As the authors ably show, many phrases used by
Americans have a synergy which is not readily
obvious by studying their individual words. Accor-
dingly, a native Chinese speaking person could
easilly experience difficulty upon hearing these
phrases because reference to a dictionary would
not necessarily be helpful. However, under-
standing the meaning of these phrases, or idiomatic
expressions, is critical to understanding American
speech. This is because idiomatic language is often
included by Americans in their conversation.

This book helps bridge the gap between these
expressions and understanding by providing the
meaning of these idioms in Chinese and examples
of these idioms in use in English. The alphabetic
organization of these expressions should also be
quite helpful.

Dr. Chao and Myrna’s book is an invaluable
asset and should be included in the library of every
native Chinese speaking family where one or more
members on occasion must use English and wish to
sound more natural, or who must understand
American conversation.
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Since I had the honor to edit the book, I feel it is
fit for me to write these passages as its preface.

Gary Alan Dewaal
Taipei, Taiwan
March 28, 1990
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F—HRAEZH [5] anything

add fuel to the fire v. X N, SrELuM o By critici-
zing Jane, the uncle added fuel to the fire of his
nephew’s love. AUAHFFE , IBELEMETFBE KL |2
iH o ( EE®X pour oil on troubled waters )

A litte knowledge is a dangerous thing. s. —%¥##,
T4 -  Jack has read a book on driving a car and
now he thinks he can drive. A little knowledge is a
dangerous thing . #RYET—ARELE , T4 AbAE4ERS
BT o —H¥ME , +43158

all out adv. ({&)BHSIR He went all out to finish the
job and was very tired afterwards. HUIB® BT/,
BERTTER - (BB use vp ) |

all right l.adv. ©#®& The clock is running all right.
EHERRL - OR - RE” Shall we watch TV?” " Al
right. " TRPIEFBEHB 1T F, BRE. | 2.adj. 1.4
%, His work is always all right. RS T/ELRBIT ( E
HE) @QEREE"” How are you?” " I'm all right. " T {R%F
520 T1REF - § (2280 very well ) |

all right for you interj, BFIMBMERT 1 All right for
you ! Iwon’t play with you any more. RiRR BABE
- BRI T | |

all thumbs n. (8) £M%F He installed the door
backwards because he’s all thumbs. MR T > BB
REMEFIN o ( b8 rule of thumb;turn thumbs down ) )

all wet adj. ({2)5E2#T . If you think I like basket
ball, youre all wet. ERFRUBREEER, AR 8k
T |

and how interj, (18) REBRE ("i}éry much so) ERH
It 1 "So they enjoyed themselves ? """ And how ! " T Ff
VHTIECER . 3 T BRZREL ) ) | |

anything goes s. —ifEH , HESHF. In this. school
anything goes. TEEZKE , —LIEBIT o



around [6] XERBERHBETFTH

around the clock adv. 24 NERBEHEEILE (all day
and all night) He studied around the clock for the
entrance exam. ERANZFKTHEEBH - ( LB round—

the—clock. adj. That restaurant has round — the — clock
service. IRFBME 24 NGBHK - )

around the corner adv. E ( BsMZBB) » ( close by )
He is living around the corner. f{EZFEEMARE - You'll
get a fortune around the corner. #WEEWN@B|—RIE -

as often as not adv. B¥ ; &% ( quite often EVLF—¥F
K¥) - As often as not, he forgets his homework. &
ASREFRMITIE o (tLE more often than not®B% ,» B
B (F R LK) )

at large adv./adj. 1.BHZEH# Cattle and sheep roamed at
large on the big ranch. 4#BERE—HRANKE LB BE
¥ 2.2EHM He was elected congressman at
large. MR HEMBHABEERR -

at sea adj. TERFAFE (lost) Jack got a new job, and

for a few days he was at sea. HREWHE T —HFRLTIE - &
B EFESMERE/N\K

at stake adj. ( stake nB&E& , BE%) » FEEBR T BRBBN ) 1
took great care on the examination because my

scholarship was at stake. BEIK EXRER 4/ AR
EHRRRKNIEREW .

at swords’ points adj.Jadv. ( &E¥ swords’ Tk sword's
& sword ) 2, O ; 8 ( quarrelling ) The mayor

and the reporter were always at swords’ points. T&RH
. REEaREOA

at (the) first blush adv. ( at first glance;at first
sight) BB [ BMR2ZT | At the first blush the matter
seemed easy, but when we studied it, we found it was
quite #flifficult. WEZTIHRERGEYN, BEEWRNZE, ER
T4 e -

ax to grind n. (&) (ax BRRF > gri.nd RRE) 2BRR



FHAEZE (7] - beyond

FBIAFEHLC | ( =a selfish reason ) In praising movies
for classroom use, he has an ax to grind; he sells

motion — picture equipment. MhFEHREE AR R
PIE RO ; fhssSERRrRE -

bark up the wrong tree v. (&) ( bark, v. #IfiK ) £
PIE% s ALMYEER ( % ASKA) You're barking up the wrong
tree if you ask him to help you, because he never helps

anyone. {REFBMYMBY, BIREHEMIET ; BB REBM
A o

beat the bush(es) v. (bush. n. HK) FERBT BRRS
(%) 1 Ctry hard to find Y) The mayor is beating
the bushes for funds to build a new playground. H&
RRCEEIESIB - ( MiEE : beat about (around) the
bush, HETWBEA | ; [ FHfR ) )

behind the times adj. B (old fashioned ) The sci-
ence books of thirty years ago are behind the times

now. =THRANEBERMNSPCEART -

be my guest v. (&) BEESEATH (FEREH  BRAENTE
AREERAGEDSR ) "May I borrow your pen ? ""Be
my guest! " I WEERAMRAOEG 2 J I MFHAE J (BEF: B
BEFERXALBRREREY TR ) FEOBR ) B2 guest.

%1 They are coming to the concert as my guest. MRl
REBREREGRBROEAN  ARARK - )

beside oneself adj. RTEARRIBMTALERE (terribly

angry ) He was beside himself; he was so angry. &
B uFgeERF.

better half n. (& ; W¥) BECOWAKR &4 (BBBH%LLE
BARIRN ; TIRKAKBIE%LE » FFEH worse half E)
Mary BSEENBHEAKREH :  “This is my better half,
Mary.” (&% : liEARTIR the better part of 18R - HER
R T K¥ 60 I haven’t seen him for the better part of a
month. BREBFAREBEARRMT - )

beyond the pale adjfadv. ( pale BMERIR ) FiE> %
R EMRAH )« [ EZF9h ) Lee’s swearing is beyond the



big 8]  EEEAERERETEH

pale; no one invites him to dinner any more. FEHNE®
BUEFSD ; IEBERABHERT o

big deal interj. (deal RERXE | ' 2WMATFE : AR
) (&) NE—#, MERF (an unimportant thing )
So you became president of the company——hig deal!

TRBARESRERE ) BULABZERE) .

big fish/frog in a small pond n. () XA/MH (a
leader in a small group ) As company president, he had
been a big fish in a small pond, but he was not so
important as a member of parliament in the capital
city, EEERFNMUERAA/NA, BEETEIREENTE , HAR
RABAMeTBER o ( LLBR little frog:- i |

big time n. (&) REER)E (a very enjoyable time ) I had
big time at the club last night. FEEERETE , REST
—BRR&EK)X - When he got the part in a Hollywood
film he made it big time. ERFFRETSMEL » MR
RIERRERIK - (BBtime of one's life)

bird in the hand n. BEEFHWERE Be grateful you
already have one baseball. A bird in the hand is worth
more than two in the bush. REF T —{E#IR , EERTR
¥ FHEAN—SRLEBRPRENU LB EARE -

black out v. ({&) B® After the accident he blacked
out and couldn’t remember what had happened. ZE/h=
W2Z#, HAEREX, FHERMBAEN—D. (EB—FBE
n. He had a blackout after the accident and could not
remember what happened.) (LK : (SR /BX) B
#l o During the war we have to black out all our

windows. The streets were not lit at night during the
- blackout ] °

blind leading the blind »n. P\E¥E Mr. Lin asked me
to show him how to skate. It was really the blind
leading the blind. ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬂl’.iﬁlﬂi ’ ﬁﬂ‘lEEl’lEilE °

blow in v. ({&)FR&E (Z%) ; (EER)WKS (arrive un-
expectedly ) The house was already full of guests when
John blew in. ¥BRERARER » ENCRBBMET - ( K



F—HERAEZR [9] bottom-

i EBRINNSHFBRECHR > A blow into. )

blow (& toot) one’s own horn (3 trumpet) v. ({£)
HE#E B ( boast ) People get tired of a person who is
always blowing his own horn. AfFIsER—EH & HKE
Ao

blow the lid off v. (&) (lid, FEZE) FERRB [ 1B
% | The journalists blew the lid off the Watergate
cover —up. FHCERBIKFIREREL o

blow the whistle on v. ({&) REPBKREER The.mayor
blew the whistle on corruption. TRESFERMEEREL -

blow up v. (&) 1Lk%& When Dad bent the nail for
the third time, he blew up. EXHEFEIREITFRIE=K
B, 38T - 2.31#%&%K The whole scheme for a big
party suddenly blew up. 2T KBARENLZMIE, B
RERT o 3{/AHER It was a small thing to happen but
the newspapers had blown it up until it seemed
important. BHBRARFRE—H/NE, BRELCTERS
BREB—tAkE. (EE: blow—up, n. O J and S had a
blow — up last night. )

bone up v. " & ( study quickly ) Carrol was boning up
for an examination last night. FEBYERRFZHANIMNE -

booked up v. THiT All the rooms at the hotel were
booked up. REHPHIFEFSHEBEFARTT -

born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth adj. £REHR
ZF (USERBKE ) His conduct is that of a person who

was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. MKTER
ERBERZENR—E -

bottom dollar n. (&) BEN—LEE; ERK—HE (last
penny ) He was down to his bottom dollar when he got
‘he job. EHBITIER: , MER—IEET o ( M : bet ones
bottom dollar, (#) REHSE. You can bet your
bottom dollar that she’ll win.Z¥ I'll bet- - ) |




boy | (10] XERAERE AETH

boy interj. FR®E Boy! What a game! | EE#9—xK
Ho e 1 ( EhBR son )

break omne’s heart v. 0B B0 (very sad) His son’s
disgrace broke his heart. fEFEFRZBEBEM LR o

break one’s neck v. ({2) &AM ( try very hard ) Bill

nearly broke his neck trying not to be late to school.
EL R AME L 2EF| o

break the ice v. (&) TS5 ; ITBAERB ( start a conver-
sation ) Some people use an unusual thing, such as an
unusual piece of jewelry, to break the ice. HEAF—
HABERRDE ) M—HREBENEHS , RITHSE (L& get
the ball rolling)

break with v. %% (end friendship with) He broke
with some friends who had changed their ideas. fhfik
2TRAMYBBNOBUARERT -

bring down the house v. (&) $Alt#A%E , BEKER
% The President made a fine speech that. brought
down the house. ABHM T —RERNES , 5IFHBER o

bring home v. AR ( make realize ) Many things left
by the ancient Egyptians in tombs have been brought
to light by scientists and explorers. HRBRENRBIEHE
ERNFLZEN, CREERNEBREERT -

buck (.E) X7C (2P fast buck: pass the buck &)

build castles in the air v. BEEZ=rhigM; HEA%E He
liked: to build castles in the air, but never succeeded in
anything. MEKEEE® , EERE—ERD

burn one’s bridges (& boats) v. () BTN ; FTEik
L) BB (destroy all means of going back) When
Catherine became a nun, she burned her bridges
behind her. EWIEMBRREE , MMEERE , BARKME -
When he left his last job,he was careful not to burn
his bridges. ¥RbREM_ERESTIER: » M/ND3b A BFTIRIR



F—ERAEZE [11] by

burn the candle at both ends v. REHN ., REH
% ( get too tired ) He works hard day and night; hc is
burning the candle at both ends. MBETIEHE ; bR
—BUSRRER » FASER -

burn the midnight oil v. BRI/ ; HWA
% (study late at night) Many students are burning
the midnight oil because the examination is near. *

SASER » FFLREHEE -

burn X/Y up v. () 2 AER ; EHEE The boy’s laziness
and rudeness burned his teacher up. IETFEHEHER
HEMEMEMAER - In his eagerness to meet his friend,
William burned up the road for driving too fast. HR®
SR BB AL » FRERBAEAERR » B EHRERIA -

bury one’s head in the sand v. EEVH ( FAHEHRERR
¥ ) When he meets with difficulties, he always
buries his head in the sand. EE&RFER , b8 RGEHE
& » ABUE® - ( 2K hide-- - )

bury the hatchet v. (&) BEHFH » EHEIT ( make pea-
ce ) They had been enemies for a long time, but they
buried the hatchet after the flood. 1% EEARBA »
BREXRKKE , BRINET -

butter up v. ({8) #%; & He began to butter up
the boss in hope of a better job. fBIREREM , FEH
BHHITIE- (B Bpolish the apple)

buy off v. RE& When the police threatened to stop the

gambling business, the owner bought them off. EH&%
BB R R, BRERITAE -

by and large adv. —AXfU& ; K#EEK ( mostly ) By and
large, your plan is a good one. AMEXR, IR ERLF
B o ( LEEK at large ) '

by fits and starts adv. B{ERE ( irregularly; fit,n. —R&

) You will never get anywhere if you study just by
fits and starts. HETHASRTEER , RERE , KELAT




