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Passage 1 Monday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 137 Time Spent: Score: /5

Expressions of Colors

Mary did not understand such sentences as “You are yellow.” “She

is blue today.” “She has a green thumb.” “She has told a white lie.” and
so on. So she went to her teacher for help.
Mary: Mrs. Smith, there is a color in each of these sentences. What
do they mean? ,
Mrs. Smith: In everyday English, yellow sometimes means afraid. ’
Blue — sad. A person with a green thumb grows plants well. And a |

white lie is not a bad one.

Mary: Would you give an example for a white lie?

Mirs. Smith: Certainly. Now I give you some cakes. In fact you don’t like them but you won’t
say so. Instead, you say, “No, thanks. I’m not hungry.” That’s a white lie.

Mary: Oh, I see. Thank you very much.

O Reading Comprehension

.....................................

1. Mary did not understand the sentences and asked Mrs. Smith

A. what color they were B. what they meant
C. how to say the sentences D. to read them

2. Sometimes “yellow” means “afraid” in English.
A. correct B. usual
C. spoken D. written

3. Heis today. He is told his father is seriously ill.
A. blue B. yellow

C. green D. white
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4. I don’t have green thumb, so all my plants .
A. die off B. grow well

C. look nice D. are sad
5. He didn’t like me to know of the accident. He told me a white lie.
A. the beginning B. the true story
C. the meaning D. the answer
Passage 2 Monday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 181 Time Spent: Score: /5

Who's There?

Sam and Joe were astronauts. There was once a very dangerous trip and the more
experienced astronauts knew there was only a small chance of coming back alive. Sam and
Joe, however, thought it would be exciting though a little
dangerous. “We’re the best men for the job,” they said to
the boss. “There may be problems, but we can find the

™ answers.” “They’re the last people I'd trust,” thought the
‘}f&‘g boss. “But all the other astronauts have refused to go.”
Once they were in space, Joe had to go outside to make
some repairs. When the repairs were done, he tried to
get back inside the spaceship. But the door was locked.
He knocked but there was no answer. He knocked again,
louder this time, and again no answer came. Then he hit the door as hard as he could and
finally a voice said, “Who’s there?” “It’s me! Who else could it be?” shouted Joe. Sam let

him in all right but you can imagine that Joe never asked to go on a trip with Sam again!

O Reading Comprehension

-------------------------------------

1. Most of the astronauts were unwilling to go on the trip because
A. there was little chance of being selected
B. they weren’t experienced enough
C. they thought they might get killed
D. it wasn’t exciting enough
2. Why were Sam and Joe chosen?
A. The boss wanted them to get more experience.
B. The boss trusted them more than anyone else.



C. They were the last people who wanted to go.
D. They were the only men who offered to go.
3. What did Sam and Joe think the trip would be like?
A. There would be serious problems.
B. There wouldn’t be any danger.
C. It would be long and tiring.
D. It would be exciting.

4, Joe didn’t want to work with Sam again probably because he thought Sam

A. was very slow and possibly deaf
B. didn’t know how to operate the door
C. was less experienced than he was
D. didn’t know how to do repairs
5. The writer tells this story to ;
A. show the dangerous side of the astronauts’ life
B. show the funny side of the astronauts’ life
C. make people laugh
D. make people think

L T T i L
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Passage 3 Monday Date: /
Words: 156 Time Spent: Score: /5
“What” and “Not”

Mr. Knott was a worker. He worked in a big factory in London. He lived a long way from

the factory. So he was usually quite tired when he got home. At half
past nine one evening, when he was just in bed, the telephone rang in
the hall of his house. He went downstairs, picked up the telephone and
said, “This is White Street 2876. Who is speaking, please?” “Watt,”
a man answered. “What’s your name, please?” said Mr. Knott. “Watt’s my
name,” was the answer. “Yes, I asked you that. What’s your name?”
Mr. Knott said again. “I told you, Watt’s my name,” said the other
man. “Are you Jack Smith?” “No, I’'m Knott,” answered Mr. Knott.

“Will you give me your name?” said Mr. Watt. “Will Knott,” answered Mr. Knott. Both Mr. Watt
and Mr. Knott put their telephones down angrily and thought, “That must be a mad man!”
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O Reading Comprehension

.....................................

1. Mr. Knott was usually quite tired when he got home because
A. his work was very hard
B. he lived a long way from his factory
C. he often went home on foot
D. he didn’t like his work
2. What happened at half past nine one evening?
A. A friend came to his house.
B. He couldn’t remember his friend’s telephone number.
C. A man gave him a telephone call.
D. Nothing happened.
3. Who called him up?

A. A madman. B. Mr. Watt.
C. Jack Smith. D. Nobody.
4, Which words have the same pronunciation as “Watt” and “Knott™?
A. “What” and “not”. B. “What” and “know”.
C. “Wait” and “not”. D. “Water” and “now”.
5. Who was the mad man?
A. Mr. Will Knott. B. Mr. Watt,
C. Jack Smith. D. Nobody.
Passage 4 Tuesday Date: /| /(DM/Y)
Words: 233 Time Spent: Score: /5

Return to My Hometown

Last summer, my wife and 1 went to visit the town where we both grew up. We hadn’t
been there since we were married ten years ago. First, we went to the neighborhood where
my wife spent her childhood. It hadn’t changed
very much. The house where she was born was :
still there, but it was now a different color. The
same neighbors still lived next door. They were
very glad to see Jane, and asked us to come in
and have a cup of coffee. We learned about all
the neighbors, old and new. Jane had a very 5

good time. As soon as one question was asked,
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she would ask the next. “What happened to the Blacks who used to have the little yellow
house on the corner?” “Who bought the old Johnson’s place on the next block?” “Do Fred
and the Whites still live down the street?” “What about Miss Burton who lived alone in the
extremely big house around the corner?” Then we went to see the neighborhood where I
grew up. What a disappointment! It was all changed. All the old houses I remembered were
gone and in their place were some very modern ones. I didn’t know any of the people who
lived there. Someone has said that you can’t go home again. Jane might not think so, but I

believe this is true.

O Reading Comprehension

.....................................

1. Which place did they go to visit last summer?

A. A beautiful country. B. Their hometown.

C. The countryside. D. The biggest city in the country.
2. They got married '

A. eight years ago B. ten years ago

C. ten years before D. eight years before
3. First, they went to the place where spent childhood.

A. his wife ... her B. he ... his

C. his mother ... her D. his wife’s mother ... her

4. Which statement is TRUE about the old neighbors according to the passage?
A. They refused to see Jane.
B. They hated to see Jane.
C. They were delighted to see Jane.
D. They were unfriendly to Jane.
5. All the old houses I remembered were gone. The word “gone” here means

A. disappeared B. left

C. built D. sold
Passage 5 Wednesday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 195 Time Spent: Score: /5

The Largest Library in the World

You might think the largest library in the world would be in Europe. But it isn’t. It’s in
Washington D.C. It’s called the Library of Congress. President John Adams started the library in
1800 for members of Congress. He wanted them to be able to read books about law. The first 740

5
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books were bought in England. They were simply set up in the room where Congress met. Then
Thomas Jefferson sold Congress many of his own books. He felt Congress should have books on
all subjects, not just on law. This idea changed the library for good. The library grew and grew.
Now it covers acres of land. It contains 20 million books as well as scores of pictures, movies,
globes and machines. Experts in every field work here. Hundreds of people call every day with
all kinds of questions. Many of them get answers right over the phone. The library is a large
storehouse. Thomas Edison’s first movie and Houdini’s magic books reside ( 7£#X ) there. And
it is the proud owner of the world’s best collection of comic books.

O Reading Comprehension

1. From the passage we know that the Library of Congress has kept
A. the earliest books on law in the world
B. only 740 books on law
C. the books on law of about two hundred years ago
D. most books on law in the world
2. Thomas Jefferson sold Congress many of his own books, so we can draw such a
conclusion that Jefferson was a
A. publisher and president
B. member of Congress and businessman
C. businessman and politician
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D. president and writer
3. This idea changed the library for good, which means that the library
A. changed forever B. turned helpful
C. can be made full use of D. became a large storehouse
4. Today the Library of Congress is opened to
A. the members of Congress
B. the public
C. experts in every field
D. children who like comic books
5. The Library of Congress is famous for its :
A. largest covering area B. old history

C. largest number of books D. both A and C
Passage 6 Wednesday Date: / / / (DIM/Y)
Words: 148 Time Spent: Score: /5
Tea

The first people to drink tea were the Chinese because the
bush grew wild all over the south of their country. They liked the
taste, and found that the drink refreshed them. People living in
Europe first learned about tea growing and drinking from a book
printed in Italy in 1599. The writer claimed that tea was a wonderful
medicine! Although people in Europe knew about tea in 1599, it
was another fifty years before the first cargo of tea from China |

reached Holland. A few years later, tea was brought overland from
China to Russia. The long difficult journey had to be made over
mountains and across deserts. The new drink reached England in 1657. It was sold at one of the coffee
houses. Only the very rich could afford to drink it.

O Reading Comprehension

-------------------------------------

1. The Chinese drank tea first because ;
A. the tea bush grew all over the south of their country
B. they learned it from their parents
C. the leaves of the tea smelled good
D. they happened to know it could be drunk




