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Colleagues and Friends:

It is an enormous pleasure to introduce myself. Now Dean of a School of
Education in Fort Wayne, Indiana, | am trying to negotiate how elements of
critical pedagogy can be inserted programmatically.

For sure, one of the necessary conditions for becoming a critical pedago-
gist, is to engage both in and out of public schools and higher education as pub-
lic intellectuals. That means, quite simply, understanding and acting upon ele-
ments of the social structure where inequities exist, such as in race, class and
gender configurations. As budding criticalists yourselves, you take on the man-
tle of democratic hopes and possibilities as you instruct the 1000's of students
you come into contact with. Your responsibility is to present multiple para-
digms of meanings in all your content areas so that students will have the criti-
cal capability of choosing their paradigm that they operate out of. In a cautio-
nary note, I urge you NOT to "force" critical pedagogy into the minds of stu-
dents, for this would be antithetical to a "critical" tradition. Rather, present the
arguments of oppressive social structures in a rigorous and fair way so that stu-
dent themselves can come to the conclusions that critical pedagogy in theory
and practice is a viable option to traditional theories. Use your own and other
stories to emulate the injustices that surround you. And, while you do that, be
mindful of other experiences and differences that engulf your own particular

culture.
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I wish you all the best as you embark on your new career in what-

ever teaching field you choose.

Sincerely,

e

Barry Kanpol

Dean, School of Education

Indiana University-Purdue University
Fort Wayne, Indiana

USA
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