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BEFORE READING
1 Look at these things. Who do them more often? Write Men or Women.

fight in an army make things to eat

ride a horse make cloth

make fires put up tents

2 What about you? Tick the boxes.

a Canyou... b Doyou...
[] ride a horse? [] clean the house?
[ ] make a fire? [] wear nice clothes?
[] putup atent? [] make things to eat?

3 Mulan is a young woman from ancient China. Which things does she do well?

She wears nice clothes.
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@ She lives with her parents, her older sister,
and her younger brother in a little village.
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EmiaiC
ancient  adj. veryold
s
parent n. a mother or a father
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© One morning, Mulan is working in her room.
She is making cloth to sell at the market.

@ Suddenly, she hears a noise. © Mulan sees her friend, Sun Ying.
She goes to the window and ‘What’s the matter?’ asks Mulan.
looks out. A lot of people ‘Quick! Come and see,’ says Sun
are running down the street. Ying.
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n. you make clothqs from this
E i

v. to give something to someone for money

Ed
n. where people go to sell things in the street
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© Mulan follows Sun Ying through the village.
‘Wait for me!’ shouts Mulan.

They soon see a big crowd of
people in front of them.

74
® Everybody is looking at a long list on a tree.

‘Move! I can’t see!’ says an old woman at the back.
‘Stop that!” shouts a man at the front angrily.
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“BIEEEE! " BIEA— N BAESIBRIE.

v. to go after someone
7
ERBE £
v. to say loudly and angrily

L

n. alot of people together

NS

n. a lot of names that you write one after another
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@ ‘What’s on the list?’
Mulan asks Sun
Ying.

‘The enemy are
now here,” says Sun
Ying, ‘and we must
fight them. The
Emperor needs a

very big army.’
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® ‘One man from every family must join the army tomorrow,’ says Sun Ying.
“The names of all the men in the village are on the list.’
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© REHEIABRE. B CRBET-TRE,

n. people who are not friends of your country

A

v. to hit someone again and again
/

EALLS :

emperor n. the most important man in a number of countries
2%
n. a large number of men who fight for their country
v. to go with
S



@ ‘Oh, no!’ cries Mulan. ‘Look! My father’s name is the first on the list.’

@ ‘My father can’t fight,” says Mulan. ‘He’s old and ill. And
my brother, Xiong, is a young child. He can’t join the army.’

® ‘What can I do? cries' Mulan.
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mmE .
~ plan n. when you get something ready before it happens
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READING CHECK
Match the first and second parts of the sentences.

a Mulan lives . .. 1 a big army.

b Mulan’s fatheer some cloth.

¢ Xiongis... 3 in alittle village.

d At home Mulan is making . . . 4 aplan.

e Mulan follows Sun Ying . .. 8§ young.

f Acrowd of people is looking at . .. 6 through the village.
g The Emperor needs . .. 7 old and ill.

h Mulan must think of . . . 8 along list.

WORD WORK

Find nine more words from Chapter 1 in the wordsquare.
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