EARTH IN DANGER REF#itg

Habitat Destruction
BP0

R 15;

I




Habitat Destruction
i 5 b R e S

by Helen Orme
Ve : e - B
. B ZRER

T EFR R AR - b



EHEmMmE (CIP)¥iE

fab A HbER A E MBS . ILIEXT IR/ (3E) B
i (Orme,H.) 4w Edudh, FBEH. —Itnt.
hERSERE R, 2011.2

(F/ N BRI IR BB FHE 54 )

ISBN 978—7-5111-0488-5

1.0f01.08R--QF @ . OFBHFEI—
H DI, KDV . DX 49

rh [ iR A B A1 CIPEARE R (2011) 450203485

Copyright © ticktock Entertainment Ltd 2008

First published in Great Britain in 2008 by ticktock Media Ltd,
Unit 2, Orchard Business Centre, North Farm Road,

Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3XF

HEmE B A
FBERIT L
HEgT ¥ K

HAREIT HERSERE TR
(100062 ALFARBX &R AH16S)
) Hk: http: //www.cesp.com.cn
BEZHIE: 010-67112765 (M=)
RATHE:: 010-67125803, 010—67113405 (f£E)

B R AbsiE A m EN R PR =
g fH sy

R & 20114E3HE 1R

Bl R 201143 S LIRENRI

F & 787x960 1/16

- )

F OB S0FF

E M 11.00T

UEBETA ., REFTHRABME, EE, BRLE]
WHSRT, HH, BERFTERENL, FHFERLESR



CONTENTS

B =
Amazing Habitats 4-5
HAT BT S
Earth’s Growing Population 6-7
HER b H AR AN
Land for Crops 8-9
YEMI i
Intensive Farming 10-11
Sl iedlld
Timber from the Rainforest 12-13
ok B FAREIARS
Damage from Mining 14-15
R HIfEE
Using too much Water 16-17
i BE THAE K B IR
Rainforests at Risk 18-19
AETERS ST AR
Climate Change and Habitats 20-21
RSB
Protecting the Planet 22-23
PRIFHLER
FACTFILES 24-29
/NBERE
How You Can Help 30
reetgft2
Glossary 31
LR
Index 32
=5

Words that appear in bold are explained in the glossary.
I IR R o S b B AR AR




[

@ZING HABITATS

Just think of all the different places in the world where wild 1ts

live — rainforests, deserts, prairies, polar regions, mountains, 0cean§, even parks
and gardens.

The place where an animal or plant lives is called its habitat. Each animal and plant
has adapted to its habitat. Everything it needs to survive is there.
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move somewhere elsesIf this

happens it can be a disaster,
and plants and animals can
become extinct.
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Ring-tailed lemurs live in the forests of Madagascar.
To protect these animals we must also protect their
habitat.
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EARTH’ S GROWING POPULATION

Our planet’s population is increasing. In 1950 there were two
and a half billion people in the world. By 2050 there will be
over nine billion people.

This growth means that we need more food, water, and
clothes. We also need materials for our homes and roads, such
as wood, stone, metals and fuels mined from the ground.

In order to supply all of these things, many natural habitats are
being destroyed. This means there are fewer places for plants
and animals to live.
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The growth of modern towns and cities make natural habitats
' get smaller, or even disappear completely.

" One day, this town in the desert may have grown to
" the size of the city below.
- RRBWENKRILRANHESH TSR D, EERLHR. X,

PDIE R RS R R A0 T — R A

SSSSESS

IEESEEEEEEE
_SEaEEaNEZassE

AN
mw
Lmis

=
| ]
5

JJJT‘IDDDHHI:!

JLIC

i
L e

‘=ma m
=

1
|
1
L
LI A

me

-

m
e
s
b
n
|
s |
e
b |
|
i
n

'%

an




LAND FOR CROPS

In order to feed Earth’s growing population, more food needs to be produced.
However, there is not enough fertile soil to do this. So, for hundreds of years, many
forests have been cut down and grasslands cleared.

In the last 2,000 years, many natural habitats in Europe and North America have
been destroyed to make room for more people and their crops. Now this is also
happening in Asia, South America, and Africa, where rainforests and other habitats
are disappearing — fast.

We need to find a way to save these wild habitats and also feed everybody.
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OIL PALMS

In Indonesia and
Malaysia, ancient
rainforests are being
cut down to make room

for palm trees. Palm oil _
from these trees is used
to make products like soap
and margarine. The rainforests are also :

home to millions of plants and animals. However, as their habitat is
slowly destroyed, many of these now face extinction.
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As Earth’s population continues to grow, more

farms like this one will need to be created.
That could mean more habitats are destroyed.
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INTENSIVE FARMING

To feed everyone in the world, farmers don’t just need more land to
grow things. They need to grow more food on the land they have. This
is called intensive farming.

Intensive farming means using more machines to grow more crops.
Machines can work much faster, and for much longer than people.
Intensive farming also means using more pesticides to get rid of
weeds and insects more quickly. These pesticides can harm the habitat,

endangering animals that eat poisoned plants and insects.
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Intensive farming may also use chemical fertilizers to make
crops grow faster. These can pollute nearby water habitats,
killing wildlife.
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TIMBER FROM THE RAINFOREST

The increase in human population also means more homes are needed. Most of
the trees used for building homes and furniture come from sustainable forests.
This means that once the trees are cut down, more trees are planted to replace
them. Wildlife habitats will be damaged, although they will eventually grow

back.Then the wildlife that has been driven out will return.
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People love mahogany for making beautiful furniture.
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Rainforest timber like mahogany is valuable because it is strong and
attractive. Once these trees are cut down, the land is usually cleared for crops
or for grazing cattle. This land will never fully return to being a wildlife habitat

unless the trees are replanted.
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PROTECTING BRAZIL

In just 10 years, an area of rainforest

twice the size of Portugal was destroyed SR ¥ o
in Brazil. There is good news, however. §

The government has created new laws to

protect the rainforest.
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This map shows how much forest has been destroyed.
Tropical rainforest is shown as bright red. Pale red and brown
areas are cleared land. Burned areas appear black.
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DAMAGE FROM MINING

Many useful or valuable materials come from the
ground. These include metals such as iron, copper,
or gold and fuels like oil, gas and coal.

Many of these materials are found in the ground
underneath habitats like rainforests or grasslands.
They must be mined, or removed from the ground.
Heavy machinery is used to remove rock and soil,
and extract the metals and fuels. Roads are built
to transport the mined materials. It is impossible to

mine an area without damaging the habitat: Mining
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USING TOO MUCH WATER

Everyone uses water at home and school. This water
has to come from rivers, lakes, reservoirs or wells.
The problem is that more water is being used by
people than is being replaced by rain. Many rivers
and lakes are now beginning to dry up.

With less water, wildlife that lives in or by these
rivers and lakes will be unable to survive. Fish and
freshwater plants will die, and other animals will be
forced to leave. Some species of animals and plants

could even become extinct.
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