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Preface

A philosopher said, a place without history has no vicissitudes of life, and a place without cul-
ture has no taste. Since Hainan island has been devoted to the construction of international
tourism, studying and carrying on its unique history and culture has unusual significance.

Hainan is located in China’s southernmost and has a long history and unique culture. Since
the founding of PRC, especially the founding of Hainan province, numerous surveys of cultural
relics and archaeological exploration and excavations suggest that Hainan has relatively rich cul-
tural relic resources. So far, Hainan has found 4573 places of all kinds of cultural relics, a-
mong which there are 14 places and 17 points of national key protection units of cultural relics,
108 provincial key protection units of cultural relics, 313 (city) county protection units of cul-
tural relics. Compared with other provinces in the mainland, Hainan’s cultural relics has obvi-
ous regional characteristics.

As an important window and platform to show Hainan historical culture, Hainan museum is
also an important place to study and inherit Hainan material and nonmaterial culture. Hainan
museum has a rich collection, and Hainan people consider it as an important historical and cul-
tural resource. This kind of resources is different from the natural resource. With more intensive
research, its value will get better reflected, thus can make people interpret message of history
and culture carried by cultural relics better, and make the influence on man’s thought and aes-
thetic appeal, exerted by cultural relics, healthily played. These are all about the sacred mis-
sion of workers of cultural relic and museum.

Many talented people gathered in Hainan museum, who have been long engaged in the re-
search of cultural relic and museum. This book is about the achievements of these talents, who
have done diligent study to Hainan history, culture and heritage resource for years. There are
not only the older, but also the more energetic young and middle-aged scholars among the au-
thors. The contents cover Hainan history, Hainan minorities, museology, Hainan archaeology,
South China Sea underwater archaeology, propaganda and education, cultural relic safety and
other disciplines. The more important is that the book is the first multi-angle and multidiscipli-
nary collection of cultural relic and museum since the founding of Hainan museum, which is re-
ally valuable and should be congratulated.

I hope that Hainan museum will achieve greater and better results, and expect that this book
will add new vitality to the cultural relic and museum career of Hainan province, as well as the

construction of international tourism island.

Head of sports department of culture,

broadcasting and publishing bureau of Hainan province
Fan Xiaojun

February 24th 2011
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