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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Li Daoyuan was born in an official and intellectual family.
The time of his birth,the late fifth century, has been termed as an
“Epoch of General Geographical Interchange” —an epoch when
the Northern nomadic peoples intruded and settled down in North
China, bringing an impact upon the Han people, who were forced
to begin a mass migrating to the South. This epoch—an epoch of
the split of China’ s state, an epoch of frequent wars, but in the
meantime an epoch of peoples merging—saw the emergence of a
multitude of geographical works by geographers who came one af-
ter another,and among whom Li Daoyuan was the most celebrated
whereas his work Notes on Book of Waterways the most outstanding
among those works of the time. Li was not only a geographer but
also a patriot who eagerly longed for the unification of his mother-
land. Continuous efforts made by scholars of later generations in
the study of the book has finally formed a learning of comprehen-
sive richness—a learning called Li—ology. That is a valuable cul-

tural wealth bequeathed by Li to the posterity.
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