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Learning Goals
By the end of this unit you will be able to
present brief oral reports;
= use effective oral communication skills in a variety of settings.

1.1 Modern Technology and Modern Life

( Words & Expressions \
plug into to connect (an appliance) to an electrical outlet 3% _E %, .
hook up with - to connect the central system &3l .8 £ %
terminal n. a device, often equipped with a keyboard and a video display,

ii through which data or information can enter or leave a computer
‘, system (i) 3%k s
‘ tag n. a children’ s game in which one player pursues the others until he
or she is able to touch one of them, who then in turn becomes the
pursuer JUEFRA G,
arcade n. a commercial establishment featuring rows of coin-operated

games HFHEME, REKT /

1

+



A Listening Listen to the short passage and choose the best answer
according to what you have heard.
1. The first paragraph presents the reader with a description of Steve’s

A. comfortable life B. isolated life
C. modern life D. well-organized routines

2. The phrase “With access to a large central computer” in paragraph 2 can be best
paraphrased as

A. “Owing to a large central computer”

B. “With a visit to a large central computer”

C. “With the help of a large central computer”

D. “Knowing how to operate a large central computer”
3. Technology is changing the world of business in that

A. machines will take over the work usually done by human beings

B. labor and time will be saved

C. people will be able to work at home

D. people will be kept well-informed through a display on a computer screen
4. From this selection we can conclude that

A. the author welcomes modern technology with open arms

" B. modern technology is faultless in the author’s eyes

C. the author is quite concerned with the future of modern technology

D. the author is strongly against modern technology
5. Which of the following is not true according to the passage?

A. The changes modern technology is bringing to people’s life may be many.

B. There are a lot of side effects of modern technology.

C. People are becoming more and more solitary with modern technology.

D. None of the above.

B Brainstorm a list of:
1. what you can do at home with the help of your computer;

2. what you can do with the help of a latest model of cell phone. P
ST
"
2



C Game Play a guess game.

In small groups, take turns to tell about one item of modern technology that has made
our modern life easier. It may be as simple as a paper clip or as complex as a mainframe
computer. Describe the item or process but don’t say the name. Let your partner(s) guess. If
your description is too clear, they’ll guess immediately, so give just one at a time.

Tips

You can offer your group members the following information:
< its function;

< its shape, color, size and so on;

<& by whom it was invented;

<& when and where it was invented;

< how to operate it.

Example: There’s a great invention that has made my life simpler. It was invented by a
Swiss named de Mestral in 1948. Although it has many uses, for me the most
important is with little children. Children’s shoes are often made with this so that
even little children. can fasten them without help. What is it? (Answer: Velcro)

D Pair work
Discuss with your partner about what kind of modern invention has changed your life
most and explain in what ways they have influenced your life.

—Computers?
—Internet?
—Television?
—Cell phones?
—Mp4?

—Digital cameras?
—MD?




