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genius n. X7
smart a. BEBAAY
weird a. #EH1EA
skateboard n. jB1R
. automatic toilet flusher
£ B DR K=E

Miles is a genius! That means that he’s really smart
— super brainy! He invents things ... weird things,
things you think will never work, but they always do.
He invents things like flying skateboards, computer-
controlled mouse-traps and automatic toilet flushers.

How do I know this? Miles is my best friend.

My name is Gary. I'm not a genius. I don't invent things.
But, I'm good at helping Miles get out of trouble. That’s
another thing that Miles is good at - getting into trouble.
Well ... it's his inventions that get him into trouble.



The automatic toilet flusher scared Miles’'s mum so much
that she grounded him for a week.

Let me tell you about the time Miles made a hyper phone.

Yes, that’s right, a hyper phone. He sent me out to get
the parts he needed for the phone. This was going to be
his best-ever invention. It was, sort of.

. scare v. LN
. ground v. %%
hyper a. B8 ]
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Hyper Phone

What's a hyper phone? It's a mobile phone that lets you
talk to aliens.

Miles read this feature article about UFOs - Unidentified
Flying Objects — and he was sure that UFOs are
spaceships from another planet.

Anyway, he decided to talk to the aliens in the UFOs.

“It won't work,” I said when Miles told me about it. “A
phone’s no good unless there’s another phone to ring.
Why would aliens have mobile phones?”

“If aliens can build spaceships that come to Earth,”
explained Miles, “they must have mobile phones. It's
logical!”

I didn't think it was logical, but there’s no arguing with
Miles. I just went and got what he needed.

mobile a. FEENEY unidentified a. R#IEE ¢
alien n. SFEA 89, REEERRY |
UFO n. REE%T4 logical a. Ff&iZ1EHY ]
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sci-fi n. BLI/N\UE

It took Miles three days to make a little box with flashing
lights on it. When I saw it for the first time, I just nodded
and said, “That’s great.”

Then, Miles got out his mobile phone and plugged it into
the box.

Miles has a weird-looking mobile phone. His parents
wouldn’t buy him one, so he made one himself. It works

really well, and calls don’t cost anything, but it looks like
something out of a sci-fi movie.



“Now what?” I asked Miles.

“I'm not sure,” he said, shrugging his shoulders. “I don't
know what number to ring.”

“You're joking,” I said.

Miles just shook his head sadly and closed his eyes. I
thought he was going to cry. Suddenly, his eyes snapped
open. “I've got it!” he said. “I'll use the computer to
quickly ring numbers until we get an alien on the
phone.”

“That could take ages,” I said.

Miles looked sad again ... but then the light on his desk
started to go on and off, and his mobile phone rang ...
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Talking to Aliens?

high-pitched a. 2275 #Y
squeaky a. BE{ENEH

Miles pressed the speaker phone button. A high-pitched,
squeaky sound came out of the phone.

“What is that?” I asked.
“I think that’s an alien,” answered Miles.
More strange sounds came from the phone.

“But ...” I looked at Miles. “What’s the point of ringing
aliens if we can't understand what theyre saying?”



There was a crackle of electricity around the box, and
the desk light went on and off again. Slowly, the strange
squeaky sounds turned into words.

“Who are you and where are you from?” said a voice.

“My name is Miles,” said Miles, excitedly. “I'm from Earth.
This is my friend Gary. He’s also from Earth.”

“I know you're from Earth,” said the voice. “I mean, what
part of Earth are you in?”

“Australia,” I said.

crackle n. B
electricity n. 8, Bk
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Antarctic n. ERIM
head for fa----- EE :
calmdown (f#) F&TX ,

“Australia?” asked the voice.

“What about you?” asked Miles. “What planet are you
from?”

“Planet?” replied the voice. “I'm on Earth.”
“You're not an alien?” I asked.

“Alien?” laughed the voice. “No. I'm a scientist. I'm at the
Antarctic research base.”

Miles looked really disappointed. Suddenly, there was a
huge crackle of electricity around the box and phone,
and all the lights in the house went off.

“Miles!” called a voice from downstairs. “What have you
done now?”

“My mum,” said Miles, heading for the door. “I'd better
calm her down.”
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" The Future

As Miles left the room, the voice on the phone asked,
“You say you're from Australia?”

“Yes,” 1 replied.

“But Australia doesn't exist any more. It became a part of
the Oceanic Republic over 100 years ago.”

“What?” I shouted. Then I calmed down and controlled
my voice. “What ... what year is it?”

4 NOTES
exist v. &
oceanic a. (%) BHH
republic n. #FE, FMBE




grab v i 7

“Year?” asked the voice. “It's 2156, of course. That's a very
strange thing to ...”

Suddenly, there was another crackle of electricity and the
phone went dead. I grabbed it and looked at the buttons.
Yes! There was one called “last number.” I pressed it and
waited. “I'm sorry,” said a strange voice, “but the number
you are trying to reach is unavailable. Please try again
later.”
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I heard yelling from downstairs. Oh well, I thought, time
to go help Miles get out of trouble - again!

@T’ NOTES

yell v. A




