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With a population of 763,800 residents
over an area of 125.1 km’, Jerusalem is
located in the Judean Mountains, between
the Mediterranean Sea and the northern
edge of the Dead Sea. However, modern
Jerusalem has grown far beyond the
boundaries of the Old City.

As we all know, Jerusalem is a holy city to the three major Abrahamic

religions — Judaism, Christianity and Islam. In Judaism, Jerusalem has been
the holiest city since, according to the Torah, King David of Israel first
established it as the capital of the united
Kingdom of Israel in ¢. 1000 BCE, and
his son Solomon commissioned the building
of the First Temple in the city. In
Christianity, Jerusalem has been a holy city
since, according to the New Testament,
Jesus was crucified in ¢c. 30 CE and 300
years later Saint Helena found the True

Cross in the city. In Islam, Jerusalem is the third-holiest city. It became the first
Qibla, the focal point for Muslim prayer ( Salah) in 610 CE, and, according to
Islamic tradition, Muhammad made his Night Journey there ten years later. As a
result, and despite having an area of only 0. 9 square kilometres , the Old City is
home to sites of key religious importance, among them the Temple Mount, the
Western Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Dome of the Rock and al-
Agsa Mosque.

During its long and tough history, Jerusalem has been destroyed twice,
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besieged 23 times, attacked 52 times, and captured and recaptured 44 times. The
oldest part of the city was settled in the 4th millennium BCE, making Jerusalem
one of the oldest cities in the world. The old walled city, a World Heritage site,
has been traditionally divided into four quarters, although the names used today —
the Armenian, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim Quarters — were introduced in
the early 19th century. In 1982, the Old City was nominated for inclusion on the
List of World Heritage Sites in Danger by Jordan.

Nowadays, the status of Jerusalem remains one of the core issues in the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Before Arab Israeli War in 1967, East Jerusalem was

controlled by Jordan, but Israel annexed
East Jerusalem and considers it a part of
Israel despite the international community’s
rejection. The international community
considers the annexation to be illegal and
East Jerusalem to be Palestinian territory
held by Israel under military occupation.
Israel, however, considers the entire city
to be a part of Israel following its annexation of East Jerusalem through the
Jerusalem Law of 1980.

All branches of the Israeli government are located in Jerusalem, including
the Knesset ( Israel’s parliament ), the residences of the Prime Minister and
President, and the Supreme Court. Jerusalem is home to the Hebrew University
and to the Israel Museum with its Shrine of the Book. The Jerusalem Biblical

Zoo has ranked consistently as Israel’s top tourist attraction for Israelis.
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Vatican City or Vatican City State, officially
Stato della Citta del Vaticano, which translates
literally as “State of the City of the Vatican” , is
a landlocked sovereign city-state whose territory
consists of a walled enclave within the city of
Rome, the capital city of Italy. It has an area of
approximately 44 hectares ( 110 acres), and a
population of just over 800.

Vatican City is an ecclesiastical or sacerdotal-
monarchical state, ruled by the Bishop of Rome — the Pope. The highest state
functionaries are all Catholic clergymen of various national origins. It is the
sovereign territory of the Holy See ( Sancta Sedes) and the location of the Pope’s
residence, referred to as the Apostolic Palace.

The Popes have generally resided in the area that in 1929 became Vatican
City since the return from Avignon in 1377, but have also at times resided in the
Quirinal Palace in Rome and elsewhere. Previously, they resided in the Lateran
Palace on the Caelian Hill on the far side of Rome from the Vatican. Emperor
Constantine gave this site to Pope Miltiades in 313. The signing of the
agreements that established the new state took place in the latter building, giving
rise to the name of Lateran Pacts, by which they are known.

Almost all of Vatican City’s 826 (2009 est. ) citizens either live inside the
Vatican’s walls or serve in the Holy See’s diplomatic service in embassies

3

(called “ nunciatures” ; a papal ambassador is a “ nuncio” ) around the world.
The Vatican citizenry consists almost entirely of two groups: clergy, most of
whom work in the service of the Holy See, and a very few as officials of the

state; and the Swiss Guard. Most of the 3,000 lay workers who comprise the

%
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majority of the Vatican workforce reside outside
the Vatican and are citizens of Italy, while a few
are citizens of other nations. As a result, all of
the City’s actual citizens are Catholic as are all
the places of worship.

Vatican City has no set official language.
Unlike the Holy See, which most often uses Latin
for the authoritative version of its official
documents, Vatican City uses Italian in its -

legislation and official communications. Italian is

also the everyday language used by most of those
who work in the state. In the Swiss Guard, German is the language used for
giving commands, but the individual guards take their oath of loyalty in their
own languages, German, French, Romansh or Italian. Vatican City’s official
website languages are Italian, English, French, German, and Spanish. ( This
site should not be confused with that of the Holy See, which uses all these
languages, along with Portuguese, with Latin since 9 May 2008 and Chinese
since 18 March 2009. )

Vatican City is home to some of the
most famous art in the world. St. Peter’s
Basilica, whose successive architects
include Bramante, Michelangelo, Giacomo
della Porta, Maderno and Bernini is a
renowned work of Renaissance architecture.
The Sistine Chapel is famous for its
frescos, which include works by Perugino, Domenico Ghirlandaio and Botticelli
as well as the ceiling and Last Judgement by Michelangelo. Artists who
decorated the interiors of the Vatican include Raphael and Fra Angelico.

The Vatican Library and the collections of the Vatican Museums are of the
highest historical, scientific and cultural importance. In 1984, the Vatican was
added by UNESCO to the List of World Heritage Sites; it is the only one to
consist of an entire state. Furthermore, it is the only site to date registered with

the UNESCO as a centre containing monuments in the “International Register of
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Cultural Property under Special Protection” according to the 1954 Hague
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict.
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Mecca is the center of the Islamic
world, closely followed by Medina, and
the birthplace of both the Prophet
Muhammad and the religion he founded.
Located in the Sirat Mountains of central

Saudi Arabia and 45miles inland from the

Red Sea port of Jidda (Jeddah), ancient

Mecca was an oasis on the old caravan
trade route that linked the Mediterranean world with South Arabia, East Africa,
and South Asia.

Islamic tradition attributes the beginning of Mecca to Ishmael’s descendants.
In the 7th century, the Islamic Prophet Muhammad proclaimed Islam in the city
which was by then an important trading center. After 966, Mecca was led by
local sharifs. When the authority of the Ottoman Empire in the area collapsed
in 1916, the local rulers established the Hashemite Kingdom of Hejaz. The Hejaz
kingdom, including Mecca, was absorbed by the Saudis in 1924. The modern
day city is the capital of Saudi Arabia’s Makkah Province, in the historic Hejaz
region.

Mecca is important in two points: Centre of the compulsory pilgrimage, and
a focal point for all Muslims.

It is interesting to note that prior to the age of the European world
explorations, the pilgrimage to Mecca was the single largest expression of human
mobility. As the religion of Islam rapidly spread across the world from Indonesia
and China in the Far East to Spain, Morocco and West Africa in the west, ever
increasing numbers of pilgrims made the long, and often dangerous, journey to
Mecca. Some came by boat, braving the Red Sea, the Black Sea, the
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Mediterranean Sea, the Arabian Sea and
the Persian Gulf. Others spent months in
camel caravans slowly crossing great tracts
of land. The most important pilgrimage
caravans were the Egyptian, the Syrian,
the Maghribi ( the trans-Saharan route ),

the Sudanese ( the sub-Saharan, savanna

route) , and those from Iraq and Persia.
Forbidden to persons not of the Muslim faith, Mecca came to symbolize for

the world the secrets and mysteries of the orient, and as such became a magnet

for explorers and adventurers. To this day, Mecca remains strictly closed for

persons not of the Muslim faith.

Nowadays millions of Muslims perform
the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca walking
seven times around the Kaaba. More than
13 million people visit Mecca annually.
And the pilgrimage serves as a unifying
force in Islam by bringing together

followers from diverse countries and
language groups. In a certain sense Mecca is said to be visited by all Muslims
every day; this because five times each day ( three times in the Shi’a sect)
millions upon millions of devout believers kneel to pray. Wherever the place of
prayer — be it an established mosque, a remote place in the wilderness or the
interior of a home — MuslimsAface towards Mecca and are united to the Ka’ba by

an invisible line of direction called the gibla.
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