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FOREWORD

Since the end of the Second World War, the study
of Chinese has become increasingly popular among foreign
students. Everywhere in the world, colleges and even
high schools offer courses in Chinese, and the number
of foreign students who have come to the Republic of
China specifically to study Chinese has increased steadi-
ly. There are, of course, a good number of fine
Chinese language teaching materials available, but in
the face of current extensive and pressing needs, the
amount of these materials remains clearly insufficient.
Ii is hoped that the present series will contribute toward
meeting those needs.

This series comprises four volumes: 1) Chinese Moral
Tales; 2) Chinese Customs and Traditions; 3) &4) Sto-
ries from Chinese History. These materials can be used
either as outside reading, offering the student an opportu-
nity for self-enrichment, or can be employed in the class-
rcom as supplementary readers.

The vocabulary chosen for the first volume Of the
series assumes familiarity with the “One Thousand Most
Frequently Used Characters” from the Chinese Language
Press Institute’s List of Three Thousand Characters
Commonly Used in Newspapers (see Appendix[[). Each
of the four volumes employs an additional vocabulary of
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approximately 400 words, which is drawn, with the
exception of a few characters necessary to the telling
of the ctories, from the List of Three Thousand Characters
Commonly Used in Newspapers and the Vocabulary List
Jor Primary Schools compiled by the National Institute
for Compilation and Translation,

The texts in this volume have all been written by
Professor Hsi-chen Wu and his team. Pronunciation for
charactsrs is given in both Chinese Phonetic Symbols and
the Yale system of romanization, while grammatical
designations follow the system used in the Dictionary of
Spoken Chinese published by Yale University. Four
sections follow each text: a list of vocabulary; a list of
idiomatic expressions; sentence patterns; and exercises.
Characters new to a particular lesson are marked with
an asterisk in the list of vocabulary.

Ho Yong
Chairman, Editorial Committee

Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China
May, 1977
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LEAY Cuxm wxe; gwanjing)

N: Kwan Chung{ ? —644 B.C.), Prime Minister of the
state of Chi () during the Spring and Autumn Period
BT (x5 75 gwandz)

N: a book written by Kwan Chung and later
expanded by others

2. 8B (ur px 1y baushiya)

N: Pao Shu-ya, a statesman during the Spring and
Autumn Pericd known for his great friendship for
Kwan Chung

*#1 (54'; bau)

N: 1) a Chinese family name
2) abalone
3) salted fish
faf (94 U bauyd)
N: abalone; salted fish
*] (Px; sh®)
B & N: 1) uncle (as a younger brother of one’s
father)
2) brother-in-law (as a younger brother o:
one’s husband)
BB (P -7 shishu)
N: 1) uncle (as a younger brother
of one’s father)
2) brother-in-law (as a younge:
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brother of one’s husband)

2 3 0 i
3. F3 (uiv w1 jyajing)

N: the financial condition of one’s family

4. 8% (re rxc; héhwd)
VO: to be in business together; to enter into partnership;
to work together to make money
BB BEOREE -
He and I have been in business together before.
*B (rxc’; hwo)
B: partnership
Bt (rxe’ 43 hwiban)
N: a partner; a companion; a business
associate
Bit rxe’ +u1; hwodji)
N: a waiter; a clerk
5. BT (wm z19 +1; janpyanyi)
VO: to be in an advantageous position; to take
advantage (of someone)

I B MR o

She just loves to take'slight advantage of others.
6.* 7. (ux='; jwan)
FV: 1) to earn
fb—1E A2 & 2
How much does he earn a month?
2) to make profit
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His business makes a great deal of profit.

% (412 ping)

FV: to depend on
EBERTEERZ2EBRT -
Whether or not this plan can be carried out
depends completely on you.
CV: according to; basing on '
TR EREMEE?
What is your authority for this statement?
B: basis; evidence
B (212 uu; pingjyd)
M: evidence; proof
%I/ (X %125 wénping)
N: a diploma

8. 743 (513 rx; byanhu)
FV: to give the case for the defense; to defend
i AL B AT LB
He asked a lawyer to take his case.
*# (913 byan)
FV: to argue about something logically; to debate
TR AT BER] DR Ml i o
You have nothing to argue about with him.
- B (913 4yo’; byanlwin)
FV: to debate; to argue
BRR AR o

I can’t out-argue you.
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9. BF 4 = ui; shfid)

N: an opportune moment; an opportunity

10. 3F4F (%14 n12; pinming)

VO: (lit. & fig.) to fight with all one has
R f0EE » BB BRIRBE &y o
If you don’t give him the money, he’ll fight you
with all he’s got.
A: to the utmost; desperately; very hard
RTER  FraF o
He is studying very hard for the examination.
*# (x1; pin)
FV: 1) (lit. & fig.) to fight with all one has
2) to spell (a word)
EBEFESGH -
I don’t know how to spell this word.

n BE (uxe” vun; gwojyln)

N: a sovereign

12, > (Tix «xz; sydngging)

N: Hsian Kung, father of Ch'i Huan Kung (BEA
*® (Tik; syang)
B: help: assist
BE (Tix »0 syangl)
N: an assistant manager (of a bank, etc.)

13. B H (ex =g, toukdw)

FV: to go and live with (someone) as a dependent



