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Abstract

This book mainly talks about the relationship between Chinese cities and
the mass media after the reform and opening-up. Since the reform and opening-
up, with the rapid development of urbanization and modernization, mass media
such as newspapers, magazines, TV and films have gradually prospered. Through
narration, imagination and construction, the development of newspapers,
magazines, TV and films has in turn promoted the development of urban
culture. The book penetrates into the complex relationship between the mass
media and cities by practising theories of sociology, history, cultural studies and
communication political economics and by combining various media. This book is
composed of five chapters: the first chapter is the general introduction of this book,
and the following four chapters are the essence.

The first chapter mainly investigates the relationship between social changes,
the mass media and the urban culture. It stresses the interaction between the mass
media and urban culture. On one hand, social changes and the development of
urban culture have hastened the birth of mass media; on the other hand, mass
media gives a profound reflection of the social and urban changes through urban
culture.

The second chapter is to examine the relationship between cities and villages
since the reform and opening-up. The relationship between urban and rural areas
has been a key aspect in China’s social development, and a constant focus of
newspapers, magazines, TV and films. In this part the mass media provides a clear
framework of the relationship of the cities and villages.

Chapter Three mainly investigates how mass media carries out discussion on

urban public topics and everyday life topics in metropolitan cultural environment,
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meanwhile constructs the public’s cognition on public space and daily life space.

Chapter Four emphasizes the influence of the mass media on urban
globalization and localization. In recent years globalization and localization remain
a tough issue in urban development, stimulating the media’s profound discussion,
which is mainly manifested as a grave conflict between “global imagination” and
“local reconstruction™,

Chapter Five discusses the relationship between regional culture and and
urban imagination. Numerous media features marked locality. Even some national
media will conduct respective narration, imagination and construction on different
cities. This section mainly discusses the media narration and construction on
Beijing and Shanghai, the two most important cities in China.

Conclusion: Since the reform and opening-up, mass media, with newspapers,
TV, ads, films and new media (network) as the representatives, have developed
rapidly along with the rapid development of urbanization. In the meantime, mass
media has also catried out penetrating narration and construction on urban areas,
as well as diverse “urban imagination”. With the increasing urbanization, “urban

imagination” through mass media will exhibit more and more diversity.
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