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Abstract

Blue Book of Yangtze River Delta is a book about the annual development report of
the Yangtze River Delta. This year, the theme of this book is “the Yangtze River Delta
stepping towards the world- class city group”. To promote the development of the
Yangtze River Delta towards the world- class urban agglomerations , as we know, is our
national development strategy. This book is just the evaluation and analysis about the
implementation situation of the national development strategy. This book argues that the
Yangtze River Delta urban agglomerations have become the most attractive area with the
fastest-growing economy, the largest economic aggregate and the highest social
development level in China. And it is also one of the areas with the oldest city
development, the highest urbanization level and the most complete urban system in
China. At the same time, with the formation of convenient and interpenetration traffic
network and the appearance of one-city effect, it has been the largest urban
agglomeration, the engine for China’s economic growth and the core area of China’s
economic development. However, the Yangtze River Delta is also facing many problems
and challenges on building the world- class urban agglomerations such as the function of
the primate city and the central cities is not strong, economic efficiency is not high, the
functional orientation of the cities and the industrial division are not clear, administrative
bulwark and local interests still restrict the development of integration of urban
agglomerations, slow recovery of the world economy has, brought urban agglomerations of
Yangtze River Delta many uncertain factors on the development based on export-oriented
economy, and so on. Therefore, the book argues that, to build world- class urban
agglomerations, the Yangtze River Delta should focus more on functional upgrading and
complementation , spatial agglomeration and diffusion, convenient and fast communication
network , organic linkage of government, enterprises and civil society, the driving force of
innovation and the integration of market and system. This book also includes the evaluation
and analysis about economic and social development, urbanization of urban agglomerations,
information integration, development of service industry, urban spatial evolution and
population transfer in Yangtze River Delta. Furthermore, the book has made a deep study
on how to break through institutional barriers, promote regional cooperation and speed up
coordinated development for urban agglomerations of Yangtze River Delta.

Key words: Yangtze River Delta; world-class; urban agglomerations
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