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Scene Twenty-nine
Writing a War Proclamation at the Ban-
quet Night
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( Enter Liu Gongji )
Liu Gongji:
( To the tune of Yizhihua )
With feather-decorated army flags fluttering in the breeze,
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Our soldiers are patrolling to guard against invaders.
When all military activities cease,

We’ll enjoy leisure fully relaxed.

Listening to the twitters of cicadas,

I suddenly find a few gray hairs on my head.

Under the shadows of green trees,

I, like the ancient general Feng»Yi, gradually turn old,
But still have a bearing both scholarly and refined.

( In the pattern of Linjiangxian )

Life is prosperous in the middle empire,

While there s an endless desert in the northwest.

With the beloved native land in mind,

Stationed near the windy west frontiers,

I'll render a service meritorious and splendid.
Blowing horns can be heard near the Great Wall all night;
Stars can be seen in the western area at dawn.

Around me are civil officials of literary talent,
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As well as consultants of far-reaching insight
And generals of military aptitude.

I’m Liu Gongji. His Majesty appoints me as governor to guard
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the western area. I have recently moved our camps outside the
Yumen Pass. Approved by His Majesty, I assign the Number
One Scholar Li Yi, an old friend of mine, to be my military

consultant. As he will report to work today, I have ordered my

troops to drill in battle array as a welcome for him. Attendant,
get the wine ready.

( Drum and horns within )
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( Enter Li i, followed by subordinates )
Li Vi
( To the tune of Manjianghong )
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While horse-neighs resound to the sky,

I tighten my silk rein and hold up the whip.

1 can hear horns and drums by the riverside

Echoing in the mountains.
When songs from the campsite come to my ears,
Red flags on watch-towers flutter before my eyes.
Subordinates:
The grass is green at the waterfront
To welcome a man of superior talent.
( Liu Gongji and Li Yi greet each other )
Liu Gongji:
You are the best poet today,
Li Yi:
But I must obey you in military affairs.
Liu Gongji:

You are my most honoured guest,
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Li Yi:
But I depend on you to do meritorious deeds.
Liu Gongji:
( Smiles )
Li Junyu, I’'m so glad today. Attendant, serve the wine!
Attendant:
A sunny day is the best for painting;
A breezy day is the best for drinking.
Here’s the wine.
Liu Gongji:
( To the tune of Liangzhouxu )
Officials at court praise in one accord
Your elegant appearance
And your literary talent.
As it’s our fate to co-operate at the frontier,
I’'m now welcoming you with great revere.
With your rich literary knowledge
And resourceful military skills,
The frontier will be an impregnable fortress.
Since I come here as the chief commander,
I’ve been dreaming of an outstanding figure
To act as a competent helper.
All:
In a weather so clear and mild,
A military report reaches the headquarters
That it is peaceful on the frontiers.
People are jubilant

At the grand banquet.

eulu-Aluem| eueos
suidien ajdind syl

)
a2
=
)
L
o
A

o
=
=
==
-
-
[(—]
-
(]
=
F
™
[7]
™




HAME - EXH 1 AN

[ Aip= ]
(%] ERESHH,
b e XA
BRERBFE
K n 8,
AR PHERE
R TR HZE,
¥AL B I,
AL Y
LR,
bR,
e e 7 LR 5 — 155
(&7 )
(2) 5 F3%, PAET—KXFiH#, 2XZ2
S, ALFERXTH B, AKX EFHRWAR,
B &, XAHBAFFRKRR, KTEHKEH
B, ELEBRABE, PATHKELEHACN, £k
AN E. BNKEMFE, BIRK, L atEHR
H, FTEAK, BHXE, HAEEA,



LiYi:
( To the previous tune )
With extraordinary appearance and graceful manners,
As well as ruddy complexion and black hair,
You are indeed a dashing commander.
By the Great Wall of thousands of miles,
You’ll station here in the military camp.
Looking at our army in gallant spirits,
You’ll take authoritative command
And become the most brilliant hero in the world.
The frontier will be impregnable
Under your command,
And you will be highly awarded by the court.
All:
In a weather so clear and mild,
A military report reaches the headquarters
That it is peaceful on the frontiers.
People are jubilant
At the grand banquet.
Liu Gongji:
I have something important to consult with you. Beyond the
Great Wall, there are two states, Dahexi and Xiaohexi, which
have blocked the Hans since Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty
set up the four counties in the western area. The two states
have been baying tributes to us. Dahexi presents wine to our
Jiuquan Prefecture, while Xiaohexi presents watermelons to our
Beiguazhou Prefecture. But recently, threatened by the Tubo state,
they dare not pay tributes to us any longer. So we intend to declare a

war on them. I want you to write a report to His Majesty.

euju-Aluem| euaas
suidsieH ejdind ayL

)
e
k-]
]
£
=
&

=
=
=
=
]
-
[—]
oy
Lx]
-]
A
v
(-]
v




AN - B+ 198 EnERE

10

(£) FTEHBE,
[ ik ]
(1) s X,
EFIERI R LS,
r CHLF ) kA,
TR,
W EBARE,
ZE4HH,
HEEREA,
HiEZ,
fAr VG K8,
(&7 )
(£) Z2F4AL, TEFTHRRE, EZRLR
., PERWAEARNBERRE, RAAE, TEAK
ZEMF, RERBRZF, LE-_RAxf2, §5T
EAE, RFEO P LBEBI, BrE2H, SR



