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INTRODUCTION

The Custom House

IT 1s A LITTLE REMARKABLE that, although I do not
talk very much about myself and my affairs even to
- my friends, an impulse has taken possession of me to
explain how I happened to obtain the information pre-
sented in the following pages.

Although it is quite unreasonable to form a senti-
mental attachment to a place-as uninteresting as the
old town of Salem, I feel great affection. for it. The
sentiment is probably due to the deep roots which my
family has sunk into the soil there. It is now nearly
225 years since the first man of my name made his
appearance in the wild settlement that later became
a city.

That man and his son had all the characteristics of
the Puritan, both good and evil. They are remembered
in history more for their severity than for any of their
better qualities. I do not know whether they everfasked
pardon of Heaven for their cruelties or are now suf-
fering for them in another state of being. Therefore I,
their representative, take their shame upon myself and
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pray that any curse falling upon them 'may be re-’
moved.

Doubtless, however, either of these stern Puritans
would have considered that my appearance in the fam-
ily line was sufficient punishment for their sins. “What
is he?” murmurs one gray ghost to another. “A writer
of story books! Is that any way to give glory to God
and service to man?” And yet, though they may scorn
me, my nature is very much like theirs.

It was chiefly my strange attachment for my native
town that brought me back to fill the position of Chief
Executive Officer in Uncle Sam’s Custom House. On
one fine summer morning, I was introduced to the
group of gentlemen who were to aid me in my weighty
responsibility.

I doubt greatly whether any public officer of the
United States has ever had such a body of ancients
under his orders as myself. Most of them were old sea
captains who, after being tossed on every sea, had
finally drifted into this quiet port where, with little
to disturb them, they scemed to enjoy a second youth.

of _coxirsc, there were younger men among them
who were strong and able, and superior to the life they
were leading. But most of them were boring old souls
who had gathered nothing worth keeping from their
varied experience of life. They spoke with far more
_ interest of their morning’s breakfast or of tomorrow’s
dinner than of the shipwreck of forty or fifty years
ago, and all of the world’s wonders which they had
witnessed with their youthful eyes.
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