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Starter: vocabulary at advanced level #&. sm®is;C

Six steps to a wider vocabulary s #4-7imT

Here are six ways to help you achieve a wider vocabulary, and become a more effective
learner. Each one illustrates a feature of vocabulary learning which is given particular
emphasis at the advanced level of Oxford Word Skills.

@ Adding new meanings to familiar words % i X
An important part of vocabulary expansion is learning new meanings for familiar words.
What are the different meanings of still in these sentences?
(Go to Units 11, 28, and 64 to find or check the answers.)
Come over here and stand still.

These apples are very nice, but the others are better still.

My arm’s very sore after the accident. Still, it feels better than it did yesterday.

9 Understanding the figurative meaning of vocabulary items 2 ##ia i X
Many words have a literal meaning and a figurative meaning. For example, the literal meaning
of crawl is to move forwards on your hands and knees, but we can also describe traffic as
crawling along the road, which means that it is moving very slowly.

What is the figurative meaning of the words in bold in these sentences?
(Go to Units 39 and 42 to find or check the answers.)

The contents of the report have Thousands of refugees are now The Trade Secretary could find
already been leaked to the press.  flooding across the border. herself under the microscope.

€ Expanding your knowledge of collocation # F iR

These are common examples of collocation.

She's an old friend. (= a friend I have known a long time)
1 missed the bus. (=1 wasn’t able to catch the bus)
It'’s highly unlikely he’ll come. (= it’s very unlikely he’ll come)

In English, we choose to combine certain words in order to express particular meanings. Other
languages might choose different words to express the same ideas; for example, many languages
would say [ lost the bus where we say I missed the bus. Common collocations appear in all three
levels of Oxford Word Skills, but in the Advanced there is an even greater emphasis on this aspect
of vocabulary learning.

Can you complete the collocations in these sentences?
(Go to Units 4, 9, 45, and 50 to find or check the answers.)

Last night we had torrential . If we work together on this, we'll be able to
our resources.

STARTER 7 &



@ Using a wider range of idiomatic expressions ERE £ JiERix
At an advanced level you should be able to use a wider range of idiomatic expressions.
Can you complete these idioms? (Go to Units 39, 59, and 61 to find or check the answers.)

1t may seem a lot of money, but really it’s They 're bound to win; it’s a foregone
Jjust a drop in the

She might as well apply for the ;ob she s
got nothing to

@ Vocabulary building #ia

At the end of a glossary entry for a particular word, we often include related word forms.
Here is an example from Unit 53.

deteriorate become worse. deterioration N.
interrogation the process of asking sb a lot
of questions, especially in an
aggressive way. interrogate sb v.

catch sb out make sb make a mistake which
shows they have been lying.
humiliated feeling ashamed because you have

lost the respect of other people.
humiliate sb v. humiliation N.
needless to say obviously.

We also provide vocabulary building tables at the back of the book. Building word families
is an easy way to expand your vocabulary and increase your range of expression.

Can you complete these sentences with the correct form of the word in capital letters?
(Go to Units 36 and 71, and the vocabulary building tables on pages 207-8, to find or
check the answers.)

Most people find the treatment very His behaviour was very
S - e Y THERAPY PROVOKE

They are sureto —_________ the results
carefully. SCRUTINY

Q Vocabulary expansion beyond the book $#5MyiRIICHR

At this level, we have introduced a new feature called more words. After you
have completed a unit and the review section for that unit, more words gives
you an opportunity to expand your vocabulary further within the same topic or
linguistic area. Here is an example, from Unit 9.

7 On a long walk, why might you alternate between walking and runmng"
8 What should you do if you feel stiff?

Z . more words: stumble, trudge, shuffle, meander, get a move on, stampede

Llnit A0

8 STARTER F1&



Suggested procedure with more words 2 i {& f more words#J 4 &
e Look up the words and phrases listed in more words in a

good monolingual dictionary. In the Oxford Advanced Learner’s O X fb r d
Dictionary, you will find that the meanings of the phrases are

7th edition

explained at the entry for the word in bold, although it may be ADV ANCED
different in some other dictionaries. | . ey ‘, .
e Write the word or phrase in your notebook, then leave a small LEARNER’S

gap before adding the meaning of the item. Below the meaning,
write an example sentence using the target word or phrase; take
one from the dictionary, or write your own.

For example:

Dictionary

ment a dlfﬁcult or unpleasant

‘sltuatlon espcm
“know whattodo:

~W|thout any money, he was in qulte a
predmament

The CD-ROM and cover card CD-ROM#niftR

‘ Remember to test yourself

A Walking and running &g 6

Word Example

P i Tl amern s BT o B om am 171000 . ot m T g st R g

You can use the CD-ROM to listen to the texts
and dialogues, or to hear the words, and then
practise the pronunciation. Or you can look at the
word list (pages 236-56) to find out how to say
the words.

Use the cover card to test yourself when you have
completed the exercises.

Abbreviations 55

N noun C countable

\% verb U uncountable

ADJ adjective PP past participle

ADV adverb AME American English

OPP opposite BRrE British English

SYN synonym sth something (used in glossaries and tables)

INF informal sb somebody (used in glossaries and tables)

FML formal etc. You use ‘etc.’ at the end of a list to show there are
PL plural other things, but you aren’t going to say them all.
SING singular ie. that is

Usu usually e.g. for example

STARTER & 9



1 | can talk about meaning and style FX53#%

A Asking about meaning wmiay ¢+ KN

synonymous

sense

interchangeable

ambiguous

A Are the words phase and stage synonymous?

B In one sense, they’re interchangeable. They both interpret sth
mean a particular point in a process.

A 1It’s a bit ambiguous to say ‘She’s a good student’, isn’t it?

B Yes, you can interpret it in different ways. Good can transparent

mean well behaved or hard-working.

) ) self-explanatory
A The meaning of wrapping paper is transparent,

isn’t it?
B Yes, it’s self-explanatory — just paper for
wrapping presents and stuff.

precise

virtually
Can you give me a more precise definition of soul?

Well, it’s virtually the same as spirit — the part of

you that is believed to exist after you die. But it can

also mean your inner character.

w >

having the same, or nearly
the same, meaning. synonym
N.

the meaning of a word or
phrase.

if two things are
interchangeable you can use
one instead of the other and
the effect will be the same.
not clear; able to be
explained in different ways.
ambiguity N.

decide that sth has a
particular meaning.
interpretation N.

(of language) easy to
understand. orp opaque.
easy to understand and not
needing more explanation.
clear and accurate.

SYN exact. precision N.
almost; very nearly
(virtually the same/
impossible/certain).

0 Is the meaning the same or different? Write S or D. FAlAFERBEEEF? ASHDET.

1 | The meaning's virtually the same. The meaning’s opaque.

This is the final phase of the project.

This is the final stage of the project.

These two words are synonymous.

These two words mean the same.

These phrases are self-explanatory.

These phrases are interchangeable.

The meaning is ambiguous.

The meaning is exactly the same.

What she said was quite transparent.

What she said was quite precise.

The soul lives on after the body dies.

The spirit lives on after the body dies.

(N[OOI WN

The word leg has several senses.

The word leg has several meanings.

e Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word in capitals at the end.

AARASRANEREXTRAF.

1 If you want to make something clear, it's better to avoid
She always expresses herself with accuracy and

Hide and conceal are very similar, but not completely
In most contexts, get better and improve are

| think this sentence is open to
The instructions were

INTERPRET

o b W

10 EXPANDING YOUR VOCABULARY # Zia)C &

; a child could understand them.

AMBIGUOUS
PRECISE
SYNONYM

CHANGE

EXPLAIN

‘ Remember to test yourself 2488 Mgk |



B Explaining meaning and style mgiax sy 6 ¢

Word Example Meaning

irony N ‘Thank you, Sam,’ she said, with heavy the use of words to say the opposite of

ironic ApJ irony . In fact, Sam had hardly helped at what you mean, often humorously (a
all. trace/hint of irony = a little irony).

sarcasm N ‘I've broken your CD.’ the use of words to say the opposite of

sarcastic ADJ

‘Oh, that’s just great,” was her sarcastic
reply.

what you mean in order to be unpleasant
to sb or make fun of sb.

figurative Slim is used figuratively in the sentence (of words) not used with their literal
Many firms are slimmer than they were. (= usual) meaning.

literary Heart can be used in a literary way, e.g. used of the kind of language you find in
She put her hand on her heart. stories and poems.

disapproving The dictionary marks stupid as (often used in dictionaries) showing that

‘disapproving’.

sth is bad or wrong.

old-fashioned

Spiffing means ‘great’, but it’s very old-
fashioned.

no longer modern or fashionable.
syN dated. opp in current use.

slang In slang, wicked means ‘very good’. very informal words which are not
suitable in formal situations.
pejorative His pejorative comments about my essay FML expressing disapproval or criticism.
upset me. SYN derogatory.
insulting He called Mark an ‘old woman’: how ! rude or offensive (deliberately/highly
insult sb v

insulting).

If you make fun of or poke fun at someone or something, you make jokes about them in an unkind way. To
mock someone means to make fun of them, often by copying what they say or do.

Stop making fun of her!

He’s always mocking her country accent.

e Circle the correct word(s). Sometimes both words are correct. SEZMbH—ARiFER, EEH.

The literal / literary meaning of curtain is ‘a piece of cloth which covers a window’.
The curtain fell on her career is figurative / dated, meaning ‘her career ended’.

| hate people making / poking fun of my pronunciation.

She told him his acting was brilliant without a hint / trace of irony.

He uses sarcasm / old-fashioned language as a way of insulting people.

| got upset when my teacher mocked / insulted the way | pronounced ‘castle’.

He was being ironic / sarcastic — he didn't mean any harm.

Telling me | was a second-rate journalist was highly / deliberately insulting.

ONO O WN -

O Complete the sentences with a suitable word. IENE L RIATHRAF.

1 The word racist has a negative meaning and is marked ‘
2 Her written work is very : it’s a bit like reading a novel by Charles Dickens!
3 The children . fun of Josie because of her red hair; it was very cruel of them.
4 My brother’s lived abroad for years. He tends to use a lot of informal language and

which is not in use, so some of his speech sounds rather

Does this phrase have a positive meaning, oris it , ?

6 | know the literal meaning of flood, but what does it mean when it's used ?

"in the dictionary.

(8]

‘J Remember to test yourself 1245 & ! EXPANDING YOUR VOCABULARY# FiELE& 11



2 | can use familiar words in a new way ##iA% R

A Phrases and figurative meaning @ stemy 6

Familiar words may appear with an unfamiliar meaning (often a figurative
meaning), or surrounded by other words that form an idiom or set phrase.

crawl (of a vehicle) move very slowly.

have second thoughts start having doubts about a decision you have made.
be in two minds about sth be unable to decide what to do about sth.

sweet (of sb) kind (of sb).

be tied up be busy and unable to do other things.

dawn on sb If sth dawns on you, you begin to realize it for the first time.
ulterior motive a reason for doing sth that you keep hidden.

thick INF stupid.

be the last thing on sb’s mind be the thing that sb is least likely to be thinking about.
get out of sth avoid doing sth.

send sth/sb flying make sth/sb move quickly and without control.

you’re not gonna believe this used to introduce surprising and often unwelcome news
(gonna INF = going to).
o Complete the dialogues with a word or phrase. X\ 8175k {748 52 K 31iE.

1 Do you still want to go? ~ Actually, I'm having , e
Are you thinking of getting married? ~ That’s the last thing _ S .

2

3 Do you want to go to the wedding? ~ No, but | can’t , . |

4 You're not gonna , but . .. ~ You've lost my keys again! How could you?
5 Did he bump into you? ~ Yes, he sent me .. across the room.

6 Are you going or not? ~ I'm afraid I'm still in .. @bout it.

7 I'msure it’s just an innocent request. ~ Mm. | think he hasan _____ motive.

8 Could we talk about it this morning? ~ I'm afraid I'm . this morning.

9 Complete the sentences using words from the glossary with their more common meanings.
RIBEE B XERCRPHRRBEBNTFH,
1 She's only eight months old, so she’s still across the living room floor.
Itsavery .. ...........book:almost1,000 pages.
These oranges are lovely; they're very _ .
The men were , , with both hands behind their backs.
Themorning ... with a clear blue sky after the storm.

o s WN

12 EXPANDING YOUR VOCABULARY ¥ &ia;[ & ﬂ Remember to test yourself i28 B g



B Common verbs with less familiar meanings g#&4+ & xx%mzhiad ¢

Verb Example Meaning

get sth/sb I finally got the car to start. make or persuade sb/sth to do
to do sth I couldn’t get him to leave the party. sth.

keep We must eat the grapes — they won't keep. remain fresh.

keep sb I’ll have a sandwich. That will keep me going until be enough for sb until a later
going lunchtime. time.

put sth It’s hard to put your feelings into words. say or write sth in a particular

1 think he put it very well in his essay. way.
push sb Some parents push their kids really hard. make sb work harder.

I need to push myself more at work.

leave sth to/

We need to book a table.I’ll leave that to you .

allow sb to take care of sth.

with sb Leave it to/with me — 1'll do it.

make sth My watch says 10.20. What time do you make it? think or calculate sth to be a
sth He bought ten more; I make that 25 now. particular time or number.

bring sb It was the war that brought him to power. cause sb to reach a particular
somewhere What brings you here? ~ I've got a meeting. condition or place.

come with I'm sure the radio comes with batteries. be sold or produced with a

come in The chairs come in four different colours. particular feature.

do (for sb/ I peeled six potatoes. Will that do? be enough or be acceptable in a
sth) Will these shoes do for the wedding? particular situation.

9 One word is missing in each sentence. What is it, and where does it go?
BHBARRO— T RIARAENE.

1 How did you him to do it? ~ | offered him money.

Take this apple to keep you until lunchtime.
If we can find another ten chairs, that will it 90 altogether.

NO g, WN

It was the fishing that people to this part of the coast.

We'd better finish the cream — it won't after tomorrow.

He has great ideas but finds it difficult to them into words.

I've got a packet of noodles — do you think that will for six people7

Q Complete the dialogues with suitable verbs. A& BIzhiAITE BT IE.

OUO0OUOwW>» W>»wW>

Hello. What (1) you to this part of the building?

| can't (2) this new clock to work, and it didn't (3)

OK, 4) it with me.

Thanks. Oh, one other thing, we've run out of paper for the photocopier.
Er, there's some over there. Willthat(5) . ?

Yeah, that'll (6) . us going for now.

What are the bookings like for this evening?

with instructions.

We had two more this morning, so | (7) that 36 now.
OK. We'll need more tables, then. Can | (8) that with you?
I'll see how things go, but | may have to (9) Mario to do it.

OK, but don't (10) him too hard; he's had a very tough week.

6 ABOUT YOUR LANGUAGE Translate the meanings in the table into your own language.
BREFHIFSGER P

‘ ¢ Remember to test yourself i24% 8 !
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3 | can use compounds E&id

A Nouns #iz ¢ ¢

drawing

nail polish

Cover the compounds below and read the meanings. Do you know the compounds, or can you guess them?

Meaning

Compound noun

an official document that shows you are qualified to drive

driving licence

an official document showing when and where you were born

birth certificate

a part for a car or machine to replace an old or broken part

spare part

a person walking past a place by chance

passer-by

a short holiday from Friday to Sunday, or Saturday to Monday

long weekend

the number of years that a person is likely to live

life expectancy

a path or route that is quicker than the normal way

short cut / shortcut

clothes that you wear to a party to make you appear a different character

fancy dress

a short and usually very old song or poem for young children

nursery rhyme

a machine into which you put money in the hope of winning more back

fruit/slot machine

your closest living relative (often used on official documents)

next of kin

o Replace the crossed-out word with a more appropriate word that forms a compound.
EMUEHRE, EFESEXERELHNE SR

1

00N O WN

NO g WwN

Do you know a short way to the school from here?

| ripped my shirt on the twisted wire around the field.
What's the average life tergth for men in your country?
| stepped on a drawing nait; it really hurt.

| need some paper staptes to put these notes together.
Have you got any nail pairt?

Is it easy to get new parts for your car?

| stopped and asked a watker-by where the park was.

Complete the compound in each sentence. #A+FHE SR FETE.

Have you got a driving

Have you written your next of

Have you been to a

Do you remember any nursery

When did you last go away for a long
Do you know where your birth

Do you ever play on

? How long have you had it?
in your passport? Who is yours?
dress party? If so, who did you go as?
? If so, which ones?
7 Where did you go?
is? If so, where is it?
machines? If so, do you often win?

ABOUT YOU

e ABOUT YOU Write answers to the questions in Exercise 2, or ask another student.
ElIE&S2hREE, REHEFRE.,

14 EXPANDING YOUR VOCABULARY ¥ % i3 &
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B Adjectives mzia 6 4

Most compound adjectives are hyphenated.

It was a"l":isj';t’-miliui'te‘ dééiSiori; but we ’iﬁaﬁaged‘
~ to get a cheap holiday in Spain. The area’s
_quite built-up, but the beach is lovely.

These boots are worn out now, but they’ve
‘been mcredibly hard-wearing

My brother’s pretty thick-skinned, whereas
I’'m more sensitive. He often criticizes me in
front of other people; I find this very off-
putting and it makes me a bit tongue-tied.

last-minute happening at the last possible moment.

built-up A built-up area has a lot of houses and not many open  narrow-minded = not willing to
spaces. listen to the ideas and opinions of

panic-stricken extremely anxious about sth. others, sy~ bigoted. opps broad-

thick-skinned not easily upset by unkind or critical comments. minded, open-minded.

off-putting (of behaviour) irritating or unattractive. absent-minded = forgetful.

tongue-tied  unable to speak easily because of nerves or shyness. single-minded = thinking in a

worn out 1 (of a thing) no longer useful because it has been concentrated way about sth and

used so much. determined to achieve it.

2 (of a person) exhausted from work or exercise.
hard-wearing (of a product) remaining in good condition for a long
time.
never-ending (especially of sth unpleasant) seeming to last for ever.
bad-tempered often angry and easily annoyed.

O Find six compound adjectives using words from the box. R#ERRIAHEE G HRER

built worn thick panic narrow bad minded
tempered up skinned stricken out

e Complete the sentences with a suitable compound adjective. HEABHHESHFRATRATF.
1 He's very bigoted, isn't he? ~ Yes, he’s very _ .

Had you planned to go? ~ No, itwasa decision.

Were you unable to speak? ~ Yes, | got completely .

He's very determined, isn't he? ~ Yes, he’s extremely

It's rather irritating behaviour. ~ Yes, very _ .

They aren't bigoted, are they? ~ Quite the opposnte They re very .

O o b WN
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C Phrasal verb to compound noun @iEziaksazia 6 ¢

A number of compound nouns are created from one particular meaning of a related phrasal verb. This
gives you an opportunity to learn two words instead of one.

let-down a disappointment. let sb down v. _

drop out (of sth) leave school, college, a course, etc. without finishing A few compounds based on
your studies. dropout N. phrasal verbs change the position

turnout the number of people who attend an event. turn out v. of the particle.

shake-up large changes made in an organization to improve it. When did war break out?
shake sth up v. (= start) : -

break down (of a vehicle or machine) stop working. breakdown N. The outbreak of war followed.

hold sth/sb up  delay sth/sb. hold-up ~. Did he lay out much money?

tailback a long line of traffic, moving very slowly. tail back v. (vF = spend) ;

write-off a vehicle that is so badly damaged that it is not worth What was the initial outlay?
repairing. write sth off v. :

break-up the ending of a relationship or association. break up v.

setback a problem that delays or prevents progress, or makes a

situation worse for sb. set sth/sb back v.

@ Rewrite the sentences using the phrasal verbs as compound nouns.
BEEHAEARESBALTAF.

How much did they lay out for the wedding?  What was the outlay for the wedding?

Did many people drop out?

The traffic tailed back for five miles.

It set him back when he failed the exam.
We were held up for two hours.

A car broke down on the motorway.

It was awful after they broke up.

How many people turned out?

It was inevitable that war broke out.

oNoOOdwWN~ VY

o Complete the sentences with a compound. IEAE &ATERAF.

Therewas areallygood . .. .. atthe annual food festival: over 3,000 people.
My brother had an accident last week. He's all right, but the car is a
| thought the concertwasareal .. .lwas very disappointed.
It wasn't a happy marriage, but | don't know exactly what caused the .
Llong ... ... are expected on the motorway after the violent storms.

| spent over £50,000 in the end, but the initial .. wasabout £10,000.

O OB W N
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