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A Brief Introduction to Wutaishan

Wutaishan mountains — five ~ terrace Mountain,
the highest of the five terraces is 3, 000 meters above
sea level, has an area of roughly 250 square kilome-
ters. It is called the Ridge of North China . Wutaishan
locates in Wutai County in northeast Shanxi Province
and is 230 kilometers away from provincial capital
Taiyuan.

Wautaishan has five high terraces in the midst of
its mountain range, surrounded by white clouds. The
terraces, so called, are mountain peaks that have spa-
cious and flat ground just like terraces piled with earth.
In Wutaishan area, there is ice lasting ten thousands of
years and in middle surmmer there is snow. Wutaishan
is famous for its summer resort and eams name Qing
LLiang Shan for its cool and favorable environment.

As recorded in history, W. X. Zhao, a high
ranking official in Jing State during later Spring and
Summer Period, when he went hunting in west of Hen-
shan mountain, he saw purple lucky clouds raising
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from the direction of Wutaishan, he visited around vil-
lages and came across same sage. The story sugRested
that Wutaisha be well known as early as in Spring and
Sunmer Period. Wutaishan was called Purple Mansion
Shan in Celestial Readings. As recorded in Buddhist
literature that, famous Indian monks Moteng and Zhu-
falan visited China to do missionary work during Yong-
ping Years (58 —75) during Donghan Dynasty, when
they came to Wutaishan they found the mountains bear
great similarity with that of Linjiushan, where Sakya-
muni, the founder of Buddhism, practiced Buddhism.
They gave their suggestion to build Buddhism temple in
Wutaishan Mountains. In Yongpin Year 11 (68)
Dafulimyiu Si , that is Xian Tong Si present, was con-
structed as approved by Ming Emperor Liu Yong. It
was the very beginning of Buddhism’ s entering into
Wutainshan. Since then Buddhism developed rapidly in
Northern Wei, Sui and Tang dynasties and there ap-
peared more than 360 Buddhism temples in the area.
Wutaishan became famous at home and abroad. Be-
cause of its favorable geagraphy posttion great attention
has been paid by emperors generation after generation.
Fmperors of Su, Tang Ming and Qing dynasties invest-
ed heavily to build Buddhism temples and gave publici-
—_ 5 —
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ty to Buddhism. Those emperors prostrated thermnselves
before the images of Buddha. In Qing Dynasty same
temples here became r1oyal temples. Same eminent
monks in Wutaishan hold important position in China or
global Buddhism history. Buddhism cultural relics in
Wataishan are real treasures for Chinese nation and
legends about the area and scenery are uncarmon in
Chinese traditional culture. Buddhism temples, statues
fresco and various wood, stone, bnck cutting are typi-
cal only for Wutaishan and bears grand value. The
most important ones are the following:

* Nan Chan Si, the most ancient wood structures
in China and was built in Tang Dynasty

% The Great Eastern Hall, ¥Fo Guang &, a ranty
of Tang Dynasty architecture

* Xian Tong Si, the earliest Chinese Buddhism
grant temple, at present is called Dafulinjiu Si.

¥ Ming Dynasty sarira stupa in Ta Yuan S,
Splendid sight of White pagoda

% Color statue of Manjusti Buddha nding on a li-
on in Shu Xiang Si, very high art value, rare at home
and abroad.

* Bi Shan Si in the forest, world wide well
known
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* Pu Sa Ding, the number one temple in Wu-
taishan with impressive and dignified manner of an -
perial palace.

* Fruo Mu Dong, it was said man goes into the
cave would cast off one’s old self.

Wutaishan mountains ridge are surrounded by
white clouds and forest mist and vapor. When man
climbs up to the top of the mountain, his shade could
be seen in splendid sunshine ring. It is called
Buddhist light . In Wutaishan green mountains, ver-
dant forest and vegetation, clean clear streamers and
Buddhist temples are everywhere. Here you have re-
fresh breeze, blue skies, bright sunshine, favorable
weather and cool summer. It is really a surmmer restore
for people to take good care thermselves.

Through 2, 000 years’ construction and accumula-
tion, Wutaishan is becaming a world — class tourist
place with its history and art, mysterious Buddhism
scenery, distinctive geographic  environment,  lots
places of historic interest and scenic beauty, unsophis-
ticated folk custan and tounst facilities be mproved
day by day.
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