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The postage stamp collecting and showing began from the birth of stamps in 1840, which were

the earliest embryonic forms of philately and stamp exhibition. To date, stamp collecting and exhibit-
ing activities are widely conducted.

The essence of philately exhibition is to show and explain the philately items, and even under
the serious professional rules, all stamp exhibitions, including the world, continental, national, local,
institutional, and even individual ones, fall into two forms of popularization and improvement, which
differ but communicate with each other.

To guide the philately exhibition to approach the people, the far-sighted personages of philately
circles put forward the mophila-salon and other philately forms as early as in 1930s, and these forms
ranked formally among the international philately exhibitions, which was the beginning of the modern
philately popularizing daily in international circles and China.

Collectors are aware that in the modern philately, if a 5-frame collection of various classes can
not be formed, they can build a one-frame one; if a collection of pure philately items can not be
formed, they can build a collection of the open class with non-philately items; if a collection consist-
ing of the world-range philately items can not be formed, they can build a collection of the animal-of-
the-year or locality class with the Chinese characteristics, and so on.

The modern philately let more collectors enter the palace of philately exhibitions, and some of
the classes are accepted by the FIP formal exhibitions. The acceptance incarnates the concept of open
philately and carries out the idea of popularization of philately exhibitions, and this forms a new direc-
tion of stamp collecting and exhibitions.

The purpose of stamp collecting and exhibition is to carry forward the philately culture, enrich
the spiritual life of the people, and spur more people to love the stamp colleting and approach the
stamp exhibition, and this needs the popularization concept and multiple ways as well. The modemn
philately is just the trend conforming to the philately development.

When Hafnia International Philately Exhibition was held in Denmark in 1994, the All-China Phi-
lately Federation sent 7 mophila-salon exhibits to the exhibition, and then after, the Chinese collectors

entered their mophila-salon exhibits at the 9th Asian International Philately Exhibition held in Beijing



in 1996 and the world philately exhibition held in Beijing in 1999. These were a significant step to the
beginning and development of China’' s modern philately.

In the Chinese philately circles, Beijing Philately Association took the lead in entering the mod-
ern philately field. From 1999 to 2009, the association held four modern philately exhibitions, and
from Apr. 1999, the association worked out successively a number of evaluation rules for modemn
philately exhibits, which filled the gap of the Chinese philately circles. In 2006, Beijing Philately As-
sociation compiled the book titled A Guide to Modern Philately on the base of practice and research
of many years, explaining systematically the concept of modern philately. This was a summery of
modern philately promoted by Beijing Philately Association for a long period, and an exploration of
modern philately theory and practice to be just unfolding over the world. The book won concerns and
favorable comments from the philately circles.

Four years later, after the review and study of the current situation, practice, and theory of mod-
ern philately in Beijing and other places of the country, Beijing Philately Association compiled another
book titled China Modern Philately, which is a new systematic interpretation to modern philately, a
guide to lead collectors to the new world of modern philately, and a pioneering fruit on the integration
of practice and theory by the Chinese philately circles. It is also a beneficial trial of the Chinese philat-
ely circles to the formation of the modern philately system in the international philately circles.

Wish that China Modern Philately will bring a new light to the stamp collecting and exhibition of

China to go globe-wide in the philately way with the Chinese characteristics.
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The stamp collecting is a cultural activity featured mainly with collecting, enjoying, communicat-

ing, and showing stamps, among which the philately exhibitions have their own systems, form their
own rules and create new styles constantly in development.

In the past century and half, the philately exhibition experienced a process of successive develop-
ment and maturity, and their organizational forms and evaluation rules not only were standardized and
stabilized, but also left rooms for creation and expansion. The FIP upholds the standardization and se-
riousness in philately exhibition organization and evaluation, and simultaneously, it always encourages
the exploration of new ways of stamp collecting and supports the creative exhibits unrestrained by the
original rules to enter the world and international philately exhibitions, including the mophila-salon,
open philately, social philately, and one frame classes. This is rather to advocate the new concept of
modern philately than to introduce a new way for collection building and showing, so to guide and
promote the development of world philately.

The creation is an everlasting theme of philately. To promote both the popularization and im-
provement of China' s philately exhibitions, the All-China Philately Federation aligns itself with the
international standards, popularizes the standardization, and encourages actively the new ways of
stamp collecting. Hafnia International Philately Exhibition was held in Denmark in 1994, and China
sent 7 mophila-salon exhibits to the exhibition for the first time, and then, modern philately exhibits of
the Chinese collectors entered the 9th Asian International Philately Exhibition held in Beijing in 1996
and the world philately exhibition held in Beijing in 1999. The federation also held and supported the
philately exhibitions of creative classes, such as new exhibitors and exhibits, philately literatures, and
animal-of-the-years.

From 2002 to 2009, Beijing Philately Association worked out successively a number of evalu-
ation rules for modemn philately exhibitions and held 4 such exhibitions, which showed that the as-
sociation took the lead in stepping in the modern philately field among the provinces, municipalities,
and autonomous regions of the country. In 2006, Beijing Philately Association compiled A Guide on
Modern Phiiately on the base of a long-term practice and research and explained systematically the
concept of modermn philately. The book was a summery of Beijing Philately Association in popular-
izing the theory and practice of modern philately, which won attentions and favorable comments from

the philately circles at home and abroad.



Four years later, according to the exploration and practice to modern philately by Beijing and oth-
er places of the country, Beijing Philately Association compiled the book titled China Modern Philat-
ely, which is not only an another comprehensive and systematic interpretation to the modern philately,
but also an academic fruit with creative values. The publication will guide the further development of
modern philately in China, encourage more collectors to enter the palace of philately exhibitions and
benefit the formation of new modern philately classes at the international philately exhibitions.

Whish that China Modern Philately will bring a new vitality to the stamp collecting and exhibi-
tion of China, and will make contributions to the vigorous development of the philately cause of China

with the Chinese characteristics.
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Foreword

se

by Beijing Philatelic Association

Derived from the traditional philately, the modern philately is a form of stamp collecting
and collection constructing with a strong period feel. Its core concept is to low the threshold of
philately exhibitions, lead the collections, especially the collection building, to move away from the
aristocratism and develop toward civilianization and popularization, and build a more solid base of
popularization for stamp collecting and collection construction. It is also a creative idea to prolong the
life of and retain the youthful vitality of philately.

Under the auspices of the International Philately Federation, Mophila'835, the international
philately exhibition, was held in Hamburg, Germany, from Sept. 11 to 15, 1985. This was a pioneering
philately exhibition putting the concept of modern philately on paper into practice.

In 1994, Denmark held Hafnia'94, the international philately exhibition, and China entered its
first Mophila-Salon exhibit at the exhibition, which was the first beneficial exploration for the modern
philately on the international philately stage by the Chinese collectors and philately organizations. At
the world philately exhibition held in Beijing in 1999, the exhibit of open class titled The Chinese Op-
era by Xie Xiaorong won the best award of the trial class, which attracted an unprecedented attention
from the Chinese philately circles. In the same year, Beijing Philately Association worked out the
Regulations for the Evaluation of One Frame Exhibits of Beijing. In the 10 years from 1999 to 2009,
Beijing held 4 sessions of 5 modern philately exhibitions, and the exhibits extended to 11 classes,
including one frame, open, frugal, cinderella, picture, first day cover, and animal-of-the-year, locality,
frama, polar, and literature class. Each class has its own regulations.

After the All-China Philately Federation set up the Modern Philately Working Group in Beijing,
Beijing Philately Association took the lead in conducting the modern philately activities of the country.
Therefore, Beijing Philately Association compiled A Guide to Modern Philately, which is a useful tool
for collectors to set foot in the modem philately.

A few years later, China marches toward a strong philately country, and the Chinese collectors
have won more and more awards in the international philately circles. The modern philately has
become a main philately stream in the world philately field, and it has focused attentions from more
and more collectors, especially the Chinese collectors. In such a context, Beijing Philately Association
compiled China Modern Philately and hope it will become an indispensable reference book for

collectors and philately workers in the field and a helpful guide to lead collectors to the palace of



philately exhibitions. This pioneering works will surely make a useful contribution to the development
of the modem philately theory system.

The book contains several parts, such as the origin and development of the modern philately;
impact and developing circumstance of the modern philately in China; collection building practice
of the modemn philately; explanations to the rules of exhibits, and guides to exhibit evaluations; and
exhibit enjoyment, and exhibition holding. The book introduced modern philately collectors from
many sides in order to guide collectors to the modern philately field. The appendixes of the book
included various modern philately exhibit evaluation rules and guides of the International Philately
Federation, awards winning list of the modern philately competitive exhibits of Beijing, awards
winning list of the modern philately exhibits at the national philately exhibitions, awards winning list
of the modern philately exhibits of the Chinese collectors at the Asian and world philately exhibitions,

and other material.
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