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Preface

The Chinese Culture and Fme Arts Association was established on Janudfry 20, 1979 with the g@ 4
of contributing to the revitalization of Chinese culture, and promoting the preservation and sttdy of -
Chinese cultural artifacts. The founders of the Association were a group of collectors that &MA’?
Professor Chang Shou-P’ing of National Cheng Chih University, Mr. Chang T’ien-Ken, Ms. kﬁé‘Lﬁng-»{
Hui, Mr. Ch’en Ch’ang-Wei, Mr. Li Yeh-Shuang, and Mr. Chang Hsin-Pai, among others. C’ommltted to'
promoting Chinese culture, they worked tirelessly to strengthen the collection, authentication,
appreciation and study of cultural artifacts within Taiwan. The impressive results that the Association
has achieved over the past 30 years (thanks to the enthusiasm and hard work of all its members) are
widely recognized.

The members of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association are among Taiwan’s foremost art
collectors, possessing collections the importance of which is recognized both in Taiwan and overseas.
This year, on the occasion of the 30" anniversary of the founding of the Association, the National
Museum of History has received permission from the Association to hold a special exhibition -
Treasures of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association: the 30" Anniversary Exhibition - with the
aim of stimulating interest in traditional Chinese cultural artifacts among the general public in Taiwan. It
is anticipated that this exhibition, featuring items loaned from the collections of the Association’s
members, will be a major focus of attention. The items on display fall into two main categories: a group
of 30 traditional Chinese ink paintings, and around 120 other artifacts, including jade, bamboo carvings,
lacquer-ware, bronze incense burners, cloisonné enamels, porcelain, ornamental writing implements,
and miscellaneous artifacts. All of the pieces on display are of outstanding quality, representing the fruit
of years of collecting by the Association’s members. The design adopted for the displays has a modern
feel to it, emphasizing simplicity and brightness; the intention is to bring across both the atmosphere of
the periods in which the artifacts were created and the aesthetic philosophy that lies behind them. It is
hoped that this exhibition, coming at the start of a new year, will enable visitors to enter a “time tunnel”
that takes them back into antiquity, allowing them to view traditional cultural artifacts in a whole new
light, and helping them to appreciate both the beauty of these objects and the elegant, refined lifestyles
of which they formed an integral part.

The organizers would like to thank the members of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association
for their whole-hearted support, and for lending the objects to be displayed in the exhibition. Particular
thanks are due to Mr. Steven Hung, the Chairman of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association,
whose team worked side by side with the Museum’s own staff to undertake the preparations for the
exhibition. It is our earnest hope that, through this exhibition, visitors will be able to acquire an
understanding of the remarkable “aesthetics of living” that our ancestors possessed, gain an
appreciation of the joy of collecting, and comprehend the significance of these cultural artifacts and their
power to refresh the spirit and purify the mind.

e

Huang, Yung-Chuan
Director, National Museum of History
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Preface

Confucius said: “l set my mind on learning at the age of 15. At 30, | stood firm. By 40, | had
no doubts.” For an individual, turning thirty has its significance in life; for an organization, it is a
sign of remarkable continuity.

This year happens to be the 30" anniversary of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts
Association. All its members are delighted to celebrate this occasion. The board of directors
has had several discussions and have decided to upgrade the celebration of this remarkable
anniversary. We set up a preparatory team to plan the annual edition of the Chinese Culture
and Fine Arts Association News and related activities, as well as to exchange ideas on the
holding of an exhibition and the publishing of a pictorial catalog of members’ collections.

Thanks to the generous offer of the National Museum of History, the association was able
to hold “Treasures of the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association: the 30" Anniversary
Exhibition” in February to celebrate its birthday. On display were 150 precious pieces of
Chinese calligraphic scrolls, ceramics, lacquer ware, cloisonne, bamboo and wood carvings,
Tibetan Buddhist artifacts, and assorted related tools and implements.

All the Tibetan artifacts exhibited were due to the size of the exhibition venue, only a
portion of the many Tibetan pieces offered could be displayed. | would like to apologize for the
items that, unfortunately, had to be left out. We will continue with our efforts to create more
opportunities for more members to show larger varieties of objet d’art from Tibet in the future.

The exhibition went smoothly due to the endeavors of the board directors, the enthusiastic
support of members, and the assistance of Director Huang Yongchuan and the staff of the
National Museum of History. In particular, the devotion and efforts of Vice Chairman Wang
Dingqgian was especially moving.

Over and again, | have emphasized that the Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association is
an organization that belongs to everyone. It’'s most important mission is to unite people
interested in cultural artifacts to learn and grow together and entertain and stimulate one
another. | hope this exhibition is just the beginning and that more and more aficionado will be

encouraged to work together and share their interest in the future. T

Steven Hung
Chairman, Chinese Culture and Fine Art Association
Spring, 2009
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