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A Brief Introduction

This work presents an account of the lives of Liu Xie and
Zhong Rong, and through an analysis of their major works,
respectively Wenxin diaolong (The Literary Mind and the Carving
of Dragons) and Shi pin (A Poetical Ranking ), makes a thor-
ough exposition of their literary thought and place in the history of
Chinese literary theory and criticism. The work also elucidates as-
pects of Liu Xie ’s Buddhist thought and his thoughts on historio-
graphical and politico-philosophical studies, as well as intellectu-
al tendencies exhibited in the course of Zhong Rong’s political ac-
tivities. The book is characterised firstly by its attempt to adhere
rigorously to the principle of factual investigation, aspiring to the
greatest possible fidelity to historical reality in its approach to and
presentation of subject matter, faithfulness to original meanings in
the interpretation of texts, and detailed exposition of relevant con-
cepts and terms; and secondly, by its attempt to trace the histori-
cal sources of the two thinkers’ theoretical constructs and view-
points, to examine their work ’ s relationship with contemporary
trends, and to make comparisons with subsequent literary
thought, moving on such a basis to argue the necessity of their ap-
pearance and consider their historical significance. The writer has
attempted to incorporate both the fruits of previous research and

his own insights.
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