President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle have not
been invited to Prince William and Kate Middleton’s
wedding. The Queen personally invited 40 heads of state, who
received the gold-embossed invitations over the weekend to
the April 29 wedding of the future king.

The Obamas, however, were not among them. But they can

take solace in the knowledge that they will be the guests of
their very own state visit to the UK in May.

There have been suggestions that the state visit—the first for
a US President since 2003—was set up in return for Obama
not coming to the wedding because of the added security
costs involved with protecting the President.
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Chinese president Hu Jintao capped a visit to Walter Payton
Prep this morning by inviting 20 students and faculty at the
Near North Side School to visit his homeland this summer.
Students at the school, which boasts an intensive Chinese
cultural program, broke into cheers before Hu's comments
could be translated.
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visit. “This should be a day for all of you to
remember for the rest of your lives—the day the
leader of a nation came to your school.”

Before Hu arrived, students bused in from several
schools performed Chinese dances, a kung fu fan
performance, a Chinese drum dance and a
handkerchief dance in the recital hall.

“We are especially struck by how bright and inquisitive the
students are by your many talents and you all around

development,” Hu said in the school's packed recital hall. “We
have decided to invite 20 members of the faculty and students

of this school to visit China in the summer holida;

Terry Mazany, acting chief executive officer of Chicago public

schools, called the invitation “an extraordinary honor.”

“It’s a testament to Mayor (Richard) Daley's vision of Chicago
as a global city,” Mazany said. “It’s all coming together. The
president of the largest country in the world visits this school

with the largest Chinese language program.”
Hu was presented with a bouquet of orchids and treated to a

capella performance as he began his final day in Chicago at the
school, home of the Confucius Institute, which teaches Chinese

anguage and culture

F'wo dozen Chinese-language students waved Chinese and
American flags while proclaiming “welcome™ in his native
ongue as Hu arrived at the school on the Near North Side.

he Kenwood Academy Choir sang Lift up Your Voice and

3ing as Mary Johnson, a 9th-grade student, presented the
Chinese leader with a bouquet of orchids.

Payton Prep principal Mike Hermes, flanked by Daley, talked
© Hu in the school lobby about the school’s Chinese language

program. “At Payton we nurture leaders,” Hermes told Hu
through a translator.
“For Chicago students, learning Chinese is about more than

learning a language. It's a life-changing experience,” Daley told
students and school officials gathered in a recital hall for the

Max Bouvagnet, 15, a Chinese language student at
Payton, said that “if | could say anything to
President Hu, [ would thank him for making this
tie to our school. It's good for foreign relations.
“This is a really good reward for studying so
hard," added Tiffany Tran, 18, of North Side Prep.
Among other schools represented were Kenwood
Academy, Whitney Young and McCormick
Elementary.
From the school, Hu headed for southwest
suburban Woodridge for an exhibit of Chinese
companies with a presence in the Midwest.
After shaking hands with several Chinese and
American dignitaries, Hu walked to a stage area in
front of about 50 chairs and took a seat in the
middle of the front row.
Daley and Hu spent about 15 minutes touring the
circular exhibition.
Hu asked each representative to introduce his
company and asked a few questions of

‘h—sales figures, products—before being
hustled on to the next stand.
As Hu and Daley made their way around the
circular exhibition area, each man walked with a
translator close by speaking quietly in his ear.
They were surrounded by a mob of aides,
company representatives and security agents,
American and Chinese. They were also
accompanied by a phalanx of photographers and
reporters who struggled to stay in front of the
leaders' brisk pace.
Hu and Daley paused about a minute at each stand
before being hustled on.
“Let’s keep walking, let’s keep walking,” one aide
said in Chinese to some of the exhibitors speaking
to the leaders. “Walk and talk at the same time.”
The tour was preceded by brief remarks by Daley
and China General Chamber of Commerce
President Li Xiaojing.
The mayor thanked Hu for China’s “commitment
to our city™.
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“We in Chicago, we in the region, we in the
Midwest want to have this be a gateway for
Chinese business and investment. ... At the
same time we want to have a gateway for our
"businesses to China as well.”

At the end, Hu and Daley stopped near the
exit and spoke brief comments.

Hu said through a translator, “These
businesses have injected fresh momentum
into the American economy and created jobs
here. The Chinese government will continue
to encourage our companies to do business
and make investments here. We hope the
American government will help provide &
welcome environment for Chinese
businesses.”

Daley replied, “I'm a supporter.”

The United States, for the first time, is suing
BP and eight other companies for billions of
dollars in damage from the oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico, the worst in U.S. history.
The U.S. Justice Department filed the
complaint Wednesday with a federal court in
New Orleans, which has already consolidated
more than 300 spill-related claims by
individuals and small businesses. The federal
lawsuit, separate from a criminal probe,
alleges that violations of federal safety rules
caused the April 20 explosion on the
Deepwater Horizon rig.

“We intend to prove that these violations
caused or contributed to this massive oil spill,
and that the defendants are therefore
responsible—under the Oil Pollution Act—for
government removal costs, economic losses,
and environmental damages,” Attorney
General Eric Holder said during a news
conference in Washington. “We are also
seeking civil penalties under the Clean Water
Act, which prohibits the unauthorized
discharge of oil into the nation’s waters.™
“This is the first shot across the bow from the
Obama administration to hold legally
accountable BP and the other companies
involved in this disaster for their reckless
actions,” Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., said
in a statement. He said BP is already trying to
limit its liability by questioning the U.S.
estimate that the busted Macondo well
spewed 206 million gallons of oil into the
Gulf.

BP said it would respond to the claims later
but, in a statement, it noted that it is the only
party that has stepped up so far to pay for the
cleanup, reports the Associated Press.

Aside from BP, the lawsuit names rig owner
Transocean but not Halliburton, the project’s
cement contractor, or Cameron, the company
that made the malfunctioning blowout
preventer. Both could be added later. The
other six named: Transocean Holdings LLC;
Anadarko Exploration and Production LP;
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation; MOEX
Offshore 2007 LLC; Triton Asset Leasing
GMBH; and QBE Underwriting Ltd/Lloyd’s
syndicate 1036. .
Transocean disputed the allegations, insisting
it should not be held liable. “No drilling
contractor has ever been held liable for
discharges from a well under the Oil Pollution
Act of 1990,” Transocean said in a statement.
“The responsibility for hydrocarbons
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The Atlantic’s Megan McArdle,
in a justly celebrated post, argues that
Obama’s failure to try to fix the na-
tion’s fiscal mess isn’t necessarily all
about his reelection (which was my
take). It’s just that Obama can’t do
anything to fix the mess, so he acts
like CEOs in troubled companies
usually act.

“The nation is facing some really dif-
ficult problems, particularly on the fiscal
front. There’s no longer any way to put it
off; pretty soon, the government is going
to have to start making some very hard
choices about taxes and spending. No mat-
ter what it chooses, that probably means
lower economic growth, angry voters, and
some real loss on the part of whoever’s ox

is gored.”
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