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TOEFL Writing

The greatest English writer to ever live is, without a
doubt, William Shakespeare. His plays inspired countless
other playwrights throughout the ages, and his poetry
continues to inspire us today, 400 years after his death.
However, some critics have recently argued that
Shakespeare was not the real author of some of his plays,
namely Hamlet and Macbeth. There are several reasons why
scholars might believe this, though no one knows for sure.

First, there is the fact that Shakespeare belonged to the
middle class and was not an especially wealthy man. An
average man of his station would not have the fortune
required to not hold a steady job while writing. In addition,
books and other reference materials were very expensive
during his time, and a man with his income and worth would
likely not have the money that was required to purchase the
books that influenced many of his plays.

Second, it should be noted that Shakespeare’'s name
rarely appeared in the early published versions of the plays.
This leaves scholars to wonder if Shakespeare was really the
author at all. An author as celebrated as Shakespeare was in
his time would have surely demanded that his name be
printed on the published plays. However, this was not the
case at all, a fact that casts doubt on the real authorship of
some of Shakespeare’s greatest works.

Finally, there is the issue of Shakespeare’s death. When
the great playwright died, he received no obituary in any of
the printed media of the time. It would seem that someone as
famous as William Shakespeare would have caused more of
a stir upon his death. Strangely, this was not the case. When
Shakespeare was dead, there was no<obituary devoted to
him. If he had been as famous as the history books say,
many people would have dedicated obituaries to him.
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Task 1

TOEFL Writing VOLUME

Now get ready
to answer the question.

You may use your notes
to help you answer.

Diagnostic Test 9



TOEFL Writing HELP BACK NEXT . (VOLUME
: 00:20:00

Directions: You have 20 minutes to plan, write, and revise your response to a reading passage and a lecture
on the same topic. First, read the passage and take notes. Then, listen to the lecture and take notes. Finally,
write your response to the writing question. Typically, a good response will require that you write 150-225 words.

Question: Summarize the main points in the lecture, explaining how they cast doubt on the ideas in the
reading passage.

The greatest English writer to ever live is, without a D Verd G 0 &9
doubt, William Shakespeare. His plays inspired countless

other playwrights throughout the ages, and his poetry

continues to inspire us today, 400 years after his death.

However, some critics have recently argued that

Shakespeare was not the real author of some of his plays,

namely Hamlet and Macbeth. There are several reasons why

scholars might believe this, though no one knows for sure.

First, there is the fact that Shakespeare belonged to the
middle class and was not an especially wealthy man. An
average man of his station would not have the fortune
required to not hold a steady job while writing. In addition,
books and other reference materials were very expensive
during his time, and a man with his income and worth would
likely not have the money that was required to purchase the
books that influenced many of his plays.

Second, it should be noted that Shakespeare’s name
rarely appeared in the early published versions of the plays.
This leaves scholars to wonder if Shakespeare was really the
author at all. An author as celebrated as Shakespeare was in
his time would have surely demanded that his name be
printed on the published plays. However, this was not the
case at all, a fact that casts doubt on the real authorship of
some of Shakespeare’s greatest works.

Finally, there is the issue of Shakespeare’s death. When
the great playwright died, he received no obituary in any of
the printed media of the time. It would seem that someone as
famous as William Shakespeare would have caused more of
a stir upon his death. Strangely, this was not the case. When
Shakespeare was dead, there was no obituary devoted to
him. If he had been as famous as the history books say,
many people would have dedicated obituaries to him.
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TOEFL Writing

Question 2 of 2
Directions: The independent essay usually asks for your
opinion about a familiar topic. You will have 30 minutes to
plan, write, and revise your response. Typically, a good
essay for the independent topic will require that you write
300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following
statement?

In twenty years, people will have more tirr

leisure activity

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Integrated writing is the first task of iBT writing section. The purpose of this task is to evaluate the test-
takers’ ability to write an essay integrating information from both reading and listening passages. Both the
reading and listening passages deal with the same topic, but their perspective is different. The most
common question type is the cast-doubt type. In this question, a writer makes an argument in an
approximately 300-word reading passage, while the professor in the lecture casts doubt on the writer's
argument. The process of responding to the integrated writing task includes the following three steps.

Question Phrasing

Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points made

in the reading.

3 Steps

Read the Reading Passage

e — o S

Listen to the Lecture

e i e gt

Write an Essay

TR e
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An approximately 300-word reading passage will be
presented.

Reading time is 3 minutes, and the reading passage will

disappear when you listen to the listening passage.

A lecture will be given for about 2 minutes.

The reading passage will disappear while the lecture is

being given.

You will be given 20 minutes to complete an essay.

The reading passage will reappear while you are writing an
essay.



