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Located 55 Miles from London, the University of Cambridge is a
world-leading University for state of the art teaching and ground-breaking
research. Throughout its 800 year history the University of Cambridge
has made a fundamental contribution to global education in the arts and
sciences, and currently maintains unprecedented levels of academic quality
for students and staff of all nationalities. Indeed, the international com-
munity within Cambridge has helped the University grow into a world-
leading establishment it is today. Significantly, Chinese students current-
ly form the largest international cohort within the University at both
graduate and undergraduate level. In 1920, the famous Chinese poet Xu
Zhimo was one of a very small number of Chinese students to study at
Cambridge. In 2008, 353 Chinese undergraduates and 366 postgraduate
students studied at the University, representing 13% of the total overseas
student population and 4% of the total population. Last year alone, the
Cambridge Trusts helped to support 563 students from China, including
the SAR of Hong Kong.

Following the appointment of Sir Thomas Wade, the first professor
of the Chinese language at Cambridge, generation after generation of
Cambridge scholars has taken a keen interest in China’s development. In

keeping with Cambridges history and tradition as a global transformative
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influence, these scholars have contributed significantly to promoting grea-
ter understanding between China and the West. Among them, Joseph
Needham(ZEZ)EE), Xu Zhimo(#2EEE), Louis Cha OBE(ZER#), and
Deng Yaping(XBI/#%) are particularly famous within China.

Today, Cambridge recruits gifted Chinese students to its undergradu-
ate courses directly from mainland PRC. In 2001, representatives of
Cambridge’s admissions tutors participated in a Chinese education research
tour, which involved visiting Chinese high schools, meeting senior pro-
vincial and municipal education officials, holding discussions with princi-
pals and teachers and interviewing students. As a result, the University
of Cambridge began to work together with the Ameson Foundation, an in-
ternational non-profit organization, to select outstanding Chinese high
school graduates for direct admission into its undergraduate courses for
the first time in 2002. This programme, called ACEIS, has been running
for the past 9 years, and is a great success. Chinese students have subse-
quently been admitted to Cambridge in a wide variety of subjects, inclu-
ding engineering, economics, natural sciences and land economy. The
performance of many of these students has been outstanding with a large
number achieving first class honours.

The University of Cambridge is delighted with the success of the
ACEIS programme, and looks forward to recruiting many more gifted

Chinese students onto its course through this initiative.
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Professor David Cardwell
Cambridge coordinator of the ACEIS scheme
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