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A Brief Introduction

Quan Zuwang was a historian, thinker and man of letters
living in “the heyday of Emperors Kang Xi and Qian Long” of
the Qing Dynasty. His studies in classics and history and his
creative work in poetry and literary essays are distinctly charac-
terized by an aim of gloryfying and eulogizing “ the loyalty and
righteousness” of the struggle against the Manchus during the
period of change from the Ming to the Qing Dynasty.

The present critical biography discusses Quan’s life and
thought in an all-round way, treating of the age he lived in (i.
e. the age from “heaven and earth falling apart” to “the hey-
day of Emperors Kang Xi and Qian Long” and from the trend of
thought against Neo-Confucianism in the early Qing Dynasty to
“the school of thought in the reign of Emperors Qian Long and
Jia Qing” ), of his hometown ( with “the simple customs har-
ded down from the times of Confucius and Mencius” and “the
spirit of mountains and waters” on the Yin Rivef) , of his fami-
ly (with “the brilliant examples of his grandfather and father”
and their personal participation in the anti-Manchu struggle ) ,
and of his wide association withfriends. It explores the reasons
why Quan was able to carry out the principle of “ applying the
art of government” in his studies in classics and history as well
as in his creative work in poetry and literary essays and to dis-
play his distinct characteristics therein. In combining the bio-

graphical with the critical treatment, the author answers such a
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question from both subjective and objective angles: why did
Quan fail to fulfil his great ideal of “freely administering the af-
fairs of state” , whereas he succeeded in “achieving literary
and academic excellence” and exerting his far-reaching influ-

ence?
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