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Unit 13

Passage |

Rain on a Monday Morning

Monday is the first work day of the week for
most Americans and also the first school day of the
week.

It is eight o’clock on a Monday morning, and it
is raining.

A cold wind is blowing, and the sky is gray.
Men and women are going to work. Some are
walking. Some are riding on buses. Some are
waiting for buses on windy corners in the rain.
Others are driving their cars, or riding in the cars of
neighbors and friends. The city streets are full of
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cars and buses. All are moving slowly, one after
another, along the city streets and on the roads
between cities and towns.

Children are going to school. Some are riding
on school buses. Some are riding in their parents’
cars. Many are walking, and they are not very happy.

Life is not beautiful on a rainy Monday
morning.

cNotes

I, gray lgreij n. (0. o KLY
2. Some are riding on buses. /4% A2y 1L

3. windy ['windi] a. £ JAHY,
4. rainy ['reini] a. FI#; ZEIH.

Exercises

Fill in the blanks using the correct preposition:

1. Some people are riding buses.
2. The streets are full cars and buses.
3. All are moving slowly the streets

the rain.
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- 4, They are going work.
5. Some people are riding cars.
6. They are waiting a bus.
7. Children are going school.
8. Life is not beautiful a rainy Monday
morning.
Passage 2
The Computer

The computer is a very wonderful machine and
it is a very lovely and popular tool of the people.
The computer is one of the great technical
inventions in the world in the twentieth century. It
works for us not only at homes, in offices, in
factories. in big shops but also at schools. Today it
is used a great deal in many ways. It really brings
people the large wealth and happiness.

The first computer in the world was named
Eniac. It was built in America in 1946. It ts not only



4 +5%a

large but also heavy. Though it was born for about
50 years, its techniques are being steadily improved.
Its development is very fast. Until now it has gone
through the four periods and changed a lot.
There’re many kinds of computers. Computers are
getting smaller and smaller, lighter and lighter and
computing faster and faster. It becomes more and
more advanced.

The computer can do most of the things instead of
the people. It can help us to learn about the real
world more quickly, to learn what we want 1o learn
and to think for ourselves. The doctors can get
information and reasons about different illnesses
quickly with it and then use it well. It has a lot of
uses. As a student in the twenty-first century, you
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must work hard at it and master it well.

cAiotes

. computer [kam'pju:d] n. EE f§ . The
computer is one of the great technical invention in
the world in the twentieth century. U2 — -4
R FERARMAEHL —.

2.agreatdeal: iT%: K&.

3. wealth {wel@] n. &,

4. Eniac ['i: ni@k] n. - ¥ 7 800 H 5L

5. steadily ['stedili] ad. @it AL

6. improve [im'pru:v] vt. %%,

7. development [di'velopmant] n. K J&: T kK.

8. instead of ... f{%--

9. information [info'meifan} n. 74 8; Z&.,

5

‘Exercises

Choose the right answer for each sentence:
1. The first computer born? It was born in
A. England; 1956
B. France; 1936

in
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C. the United States; 1946
D. Germany; 1946
2. Which of the following is right?
A The computer has passed four periods.
B. The computer is used only at schools.
C. Until now there is only a kind of computer.
D. The computer becomes smaller and smaller, but
computing is slower and slower.
3. Why do we use the computer?
A. Because the computer is very fast in computing.
B. Because it is popular.
C. Because the people can get information quickly
with it.
D. Both A and C.
4. Which of the following is not correct?
A. The computer is one of the great technical in-
ventions in the nineteenth century.
B. The computer really brings people the large
wealth.
C. The computer is used a great deal in many ways.

D. The first computer was born for over 50 years.
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Passage 3

Communications

When you speak, write a letter or make a
telephone call, your words carry a message.
People communicate with words. Do you think you
can communicate without words? A smile on your
face shows you are happy or friendly. Tears in your
eyes tell others that you are sad. When you raise
your hand in class, the teacher knows you want to
say something or ask questions. You shake your
head, and people know you are saying “No”. You
nod and people know you are saying “Yes”.

Other things can also carry messages. For
example, a sign at the bus stop helps you to know
which bus to take. A sign on the wall of your school
helps you to find the library. Signs on the door tell
you where to go in or out. Have you ever noticed
that there are a lot of signs around you and that you
receive messages from them all the time?

People can communicate in many other ways.
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An artist can use his drawing to tell about beautiful
mountains, about the blue sea and many other
things. Books are written to tell about all the
wonderful things in the world and also about people
and their ideas.

Books, magazines, TV and radio and films all
help us to communicate with others. They all help
us to know what it is going on in the world and
what other people are thinking about.

cAhotes

1. communication {kamju:ni'keifan] n. 3Fx;
Hifl.

2. message ['mesid3] n. #E: WE.

3. artist ['a:tist] n. ZARZK: HZK.

4. magazine [ ma&ga'zi:n] n. Z¢E.

‘Exercises

Fill in the blanks with T for true or F for false:
() 1. People use only words to communicate.
() 2. When you raise your hand in class, you are giving

a message to your teacher.
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() 3. Signs may tell you what to do or where to go.
() 4. You can get messages from newspapers and films,
but not from books or drawings.

( ) 5. Sometimes you can know someone is sad from his

face.

Passage 4

A Letter

Dear Liu Ming:

Thank you very much for your letter. I really
enjoyed staying at your home for one month.

Would you like to visit me in the USA next
August? My younger brother is going to spend his
first holiday in Toronto next summer, and you can
use his room. Don’t be too surprised when you see
it. He is crazy about soccer. So he has many pictures
of famous soccer players on the wall. His room is
very nice, and you will enjoy staying in it.

In his room there is a TV set, it’s a big colour



