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Introduction

R D Blackmore ¥

Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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What had happened to John Ridd's father?
Who were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they? |

l
|
r
|
|
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My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how I left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673,

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was riear and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Language Points to Remember

1. Just then a man with horses came round the corner. :
H REXES, —NEONBANSELHAT .

: 2. Weleft Tiverton early in the morning.
D —KERIRER TR,

{3, The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
: not see beyond our horses’ heads.
B EREIE, RSN DLATENRA.
4. They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
L MEASE, FSREEM,
i 5. All the lands were owned by these two men, and
; each received one half of the money got from
them.
FEXEHSBEAXEIARE, K& b
; AHAIIES .
© 6. I was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
: that my time would come.
BRFFENNRAEZNET, EERDEANS
BFERBR. &) 3
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Introduction

Mary Shelley

Mary Shelley was born in 1797. Her father, William Godwin, was
a thinker and writer who believed—and you will see that this is
important in his daughter’s novel Frankenstein—that men and
women are by nature good. it is only what they are taught and
the way they are treated, he wrote, that makes people evil.

Mary’s mother died when she was born. She, too, was
a writer. Her main subject was the rights of women, and she
was a great fighter for those rights—at a time when a woman
needed great courage to make such a fight.

Mary married the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley when his
first wife died in 1816. They spent the summer of that year in
Switzertand.

It was one of those summers that Europe sometimes
suffers: rain, rain, and more rain. Shelley and his wife and their
friend Lord Byron, another poet, had to find ways of passing
the wet days. One way of amusing themselves and each other
was to write ghost stories. We are not quite sure how serious
they were about these stories. Certainly ghost stories and
stories about mysterious and terrible happenings and evil

[e]e )3
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| FRANKENSTEIN

spirits were popular at the time, but not all readers, or even
writers, of such stories were serious about them. Jane Austen
had already written (though it was not published until 1818)
her Northanger Abbey making fun of the “gothic” horror novels
about mysterious and frightening doings in ancient castles.

Shelley’s and Byron’s stories were not published, and we
don’t know much about them. But Mary Shelley’s story about a
ghost in Switzerland seemed so good to the two poets that they
said: “You ought to make your story into a full-length novel and
send it to a publisher.”

As she worked on her story, Mary Shelley’s ghost became
the far more frightening “human” monster that we read about
in this book. The book was published in 1818, and it became
famous at once. Thanks to films and television, the name of the
man, Frankenstein, who made the monster, is known all over
the world today, and many fearful imaginary creatures are said
to be like Frankenstein’s Monster.

Frankenstein

People read Frankenstein as a story of fear and danger, but
Mary Shelley expressed in it beliefs that were important to
her and to many of her friends. She believed, like her father,
that human beings are naturally good. They become evil
only because society—the way men live together—makes
them lie and cheat and behave badly. In Mary Shelley’s book,
Frankenstein has tried to create “the perfect man”, with
strength, beauty and a clever brain. When life is given to his
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] FRAKGASTEIN

“perfect man”, there is great strength and a very good brain,
and he is naturally good. But he is ugly—so ugly that people
fear and hate him. He looks evil, and so society treats him as
evil. The result is that he actually becomes evil, an evil being
of great strength and cleverness, bringing danger not only
to Frankenstein but to Frankenstein’s family and to those he
loves. Mary Shelley wanted to show that the evil was not in the
Monster at first; it grew because people were stupid, unfair and
cruel. Society produced the dangerous Monster instead of the
perfect man. Frankenstein himself started the trouble: he drove
away the creature that he had made.

Some of the places that are named in this book are tourist
centres today. People fly to Geneva. They take a train up from
Chamonix to the Mer de Glace glacier. But when Mary Shelley
was in Switzerland there were no planes and no trains. Travel
over the steep Swiss roads was by horse-drawn carriage, and it
was slow and not at all comfortable.

We ought perhaps to remember one other fact. Fran-
kenstein’s experiments with the power of lightning were
suggested to Mary Shelley by some experiments of Benjamin
Franklin, the American scientist and political leader. In 1752,
during a thunderstorm, Franklin flew a kite with a key tied to
the string near the ground. When he touched the key, it sparked
and he could feel an electric shock. The next two men who tried
this very dangerous experiment were killed.
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