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To the Teacher

Series Overview

Soundwaves is a three-level listening and speaking series designed to improve your students’ conversational
English. It offers many opportunities to listen to, learn, and practice the target language.

Soundwaves is a practical series covering a wide range of high-interest topics. Listening exercises in each
unit provide models of speech that native English speakers use in real life. Tasks that students will be asked
to do are based on realistic situations. Additionally, the audio recordings feature authentic conversations in
English. There are entertaining dialogs, telephone conversations, news interviews, radio broadcasts, weather
reports, and excerpts from travel and cooking shows.

The Soundwaves Student Book has 20 units and 4 review units. Each main unit is carefully structured to
provide the tools — vocabulary, grammar, and language expressions — necessary to build listening and
speaking skills in English, and generally contains the following sections:

Warm-up — introduces the topic of the unit and helps you and your students brainstorm words related to the
topic

Listening Exercises — at least three main exercises give practice listening to the target language. Each exercise
is followed by tasks that will allow students to put the listening strategies and skills taught into use.

Grammar Note — provides the essential grammatical rules and structures needed to develop listening and
speaking skills

Vocabulary Note — presents the key vocabulary words of the unit topic

Take Note Useful Language — gives the basic language structures and expressions for students to practice
in the individual, pair and group work exercises

Take Note For Interest — provides fast facts or trivia to expand the unit topic

Culture Note — presents cultural information about similarities and differences between cultures in relation to
the unit topic. It also provides a talking point for discussion and sharing of different cultural experiences.

lt’s About You — a personalized page for students to practice the target language together through
communicative pair, group and class work activities.

A self-study section provides extra listening practice. Students should do these exercises individually after
you have covered the main unit in class. Self-study units can be for homework or for students to complete
in their own time.

Basic Principles

Of the four communicative skills, listening and speaking are the most important to master in language
acquisition. Educators should be aware of and follow basic principles of teaching listening and speaking in
English.

1. Listening should be emphasized particularly in the early stage of learning a language.
2. Relevant material should be used, with topics that are appropriate and useful in the students’ daily lives.
3. The material should use, or closely model, the authentic language of real-life situations.

4. Listening texts should be clear and understandable, with accurate pronunciation and a natural-sounding
pace.

5. Repeated listenings of text are necessary in order for students to gain additional practice and build their
listening skills.

6. Listening texts should be varied and realistic in order to keep students entertained and interested.




7. Exercises should have a defined function and provide opportunities to test comprehension and
production.

8. The teaching approach should be encouraging and lessons designed for success in motivating students
to go further.

Soundwaves incorporates all these principles to offer a solid, comprehensive series for the conversational
English classroom.

Series Design

Soundwaves is based on the spiral model of learning. This supports the teaching of basic skills followed by
continual revisiting and reinforcement of these skills through material that is covered in increasing depth. As
learning progresses, skills become entrenched into the long-term memory for easier recall and production.

To support this model, the same twenty general themes appear in the three levels of the Soundwaves Student
Books. For example, Jobs is the topic in Unit 10 in all three levels and is dealt with in increasing difficulty at
each level, while also recycling the vocabulary, grammar and language structures of the previous level. In
Level 1, students learn about different types of jobs; they then learn about job duties and responsibilities in
Level 2; and in Level 3, they prepare and practice mock job interviews in class.

This spiral model of learning helps develop competent, and thus more confident, students in listening and
speaking in English.

Listening Strategies

Each Student Book begins with a Getting Ready section to introduce key listening strategies and present
exercises to help prepare for the main units. Teaching students listening strategies increases their awareness
of the processes involved in listening. Once students are aware of the elements involved, they can more
easily isolate the purpose of their listening, and then understand the meaningful parts of a conversation.

Listening strategies covered in Soundwaves include listening for gist, listening for sequence, listening for
inference, listening for the main idea, and listening for details. The opportunities offered to practice these
important listening strategies equip the students with the language scaffolding they need to utilize these
strategies effectively.

Series Approach

Soundwaves primarily utilizes a communicative approach tolanguage learning. This approach advocates task-
based and student-centered lessons, emphasizing interactive activities that model real-life communicative
situations. Exercises are carefully structured and sequenced for students to meet the language goals in each
unit.

The units in Soundwaves feature listening texts that model authentic situations and language. Each thematic
unit incorporates a variety of exercises appropriate to the topic. For example, Unit 6 on Transportation
requires that students listen to instructions and mark a route on a map, while Unit 8 on Shopping involves
listening to a transaction and marking the prices on items. Hence, students are provided with a syntactic and
conversational framework on which to model and practice the language before moving toward independent
production. The purpose is to set up students for success and instill confidence in listening and speaking in
English.

The ultimate objective of any language program is to have students independent and functioning competently
in the target language. To facilitate student independence, Soundwaves includes a Self-study section in each
Student Book, designed to give students additional practice outside the classroom and improve listening
skills.

As your students learn and practice their conversational English-language skills, encourage them to be bold
and speak out. Emphasize that good language learners don’t worry about making mistakes: they are all part
of the learning experience. Tell them, too, that the most important thing when learning a language is to enjoy
themselves. Soundwaves has been developed to help do exactly that.

Nicola Gram




About the Teacher’s Guide

A Teacher’s Guide accompanies each level of Soundwaves. It features useful information on how to teach
the main units and the Review Units. It provides step-by-step lessons and suggestions to help students
develop their listening and speaking skills in the classroom. It also presents an abundance of optional and
extension activities.

The Teacher’s Guide features all the material needed to teach Soundwaves in a comprehensive manner. At
the start of each unit, the listening skills to be taught are indicated. In addition, a description of the content
on the audio recording and the language of the unit are given before each lesson. The specific listening skill
targeted is also listed at the beginning of each audio exercise.

Special Features

Lessons contain additional notes and tips to help teachers develop students’ listening and speaking abilities
in English. These notes and tips are found throughout the Teacher’s Guide.

Language | The Language Note often gives additional information on grammar points, or

Note information on pronunciation or conversation strategies. It may give definitions
of words covered in the text or on the audio. The Language Note is intended

as background information, but you may wish to present it to students if they
‘ seem interested.

The Culture Note gives background information on different situations in context;
providing insight into the cultures of English-speaking countries, as well as other
countries. The Culture Note also often provides interesting information related to
the unit topic.

e |
Extra | Extra Activities appear frequently and give more opportunities to practice Iistening\
Activity . and speaking. They provide additional exposure to the specific language or a

. chance to use language related to the unit topic. Every unit has at least one Extra

. Activity in which students listen to a recording again for a different purpose or

| from a different perspective. Some Extra Activities focus on vocabulary, some on
speaking, and some ask students to do additional research and present material

~ orally.

- \ J

Tip| Tips give suggestions to present to students to help them learn additional listening and §
speaking strategies to do exercises in the unit. Other tips are useful to help students 1

I maximize their learning in the classroom.

Option: Options appear frequently in the lessons. They suggest ways to provide students with extra practice
on what they have just learned, such as on vocabulary in that unit.




Student

Book 2

Scope and Seguence

Title Learning Objectives
PR 2] g
1 Greetings Greetings, - Greeting people - Greetings and
&) introductions - Making a conversation small talk—
and short 73PN formal/informal
conversations - &k - AR KEIERXSIRIER |
g AR PRI |
2 People Likes and + Describing likes and dislikes - Superlative
A dislikes - Expressing preferences adjectives— |
BERGAER - R EXRESAER the most/the least
- RikmEF - Pet peeves |
- BB R —
the most/the least |
© BRBFEAF
3 Friends Personalities * Describing personalities * Hobbies and
| ilip.a i - Identifying personality traits interests
© ARV © BUF 5L
* AR R
— —— —————
4 Home Daily routines - Describing daily routines + Daily chores
K ERE - Telling time * HES:
- Making schedules
c R HEFES
* FRIKETHE]
- HlEHRIE \
5 School Extra- - Describing extra-curricular activities ~ + Charity work
FR curricular + Describing school clubs and c EETAE
activities teams, and volunteer activities
HAMESD « Stating interests

* FRIRSNE S
* MREALALIA . ABARIE A S

Review Units 1 —= 5 1~5 #5183



Student
Book 2

Scope and Sequence

Unit Title Learning Objectives

2#2) Hig

HIE ARl

|

6 Transportation Modes of - ldentifying modes of - Prepositions—
‘ B3| transportation transportation by, on
| AT - Discussing preferences * fia] by #1on
- Giving directions
- INRARMCE TR
‘ SR
| - fEB%
| .
! 7 Food Nutrition, - ldentifying healthy/unhealthy - Countable and
‘ Y healthy and food uncountable nouns
| unhealthy food - JREIEEE R & 5 T BE £ 5 - Food groups
B, BREMm - Food pyramid
SRR LI EALE RNk e
- BYIRK
- BYIETFE
} TP
'8 Shopping Purchasing - Discussing/buying clothing, music, - Tag questions
| %) goods sports equipment and other goods  + R E &€ 4]
T 3K - Giving opinions
* PHSMASEARAR . &R, B3t
B ARG
« RIEER
9 Music Types of - ldentifying and describing types - Comparative
‘ =R music of music adjectives—
‘ BARER - Expressing music preferences -er, better, worse
* PHIHMAREEET R - B AR —
« RiBE R IEF -er, better, worse
10  Jobs Job duties - Describing occupations - Job factors
‘ THE and - Understanding job descriptions - Classified job ads
responsibilities - Expressing interest in certain jobs - TAFEX
i TAERRSE « HRBO © PRI
| * Ff TAERMR
© IR HELE TAER)DSE

Review Units 6 — 10 6~10 #xE >




st Scope and Sequence

Title Learning Objectives
bl Ll ] Hbs
11 Health llinesses and - Describing symptoms of illnesses - Home remedies
fet remedies - Offering advice © REEIRIT
PSR SI6YT « Prescribing remedies
* WRBRAER
- JRHEW
* FFE
12 Leisure Music and + Describing different types of + Active and passive |
VNG| sports activities in music and sports voices
ERE5KE - Identifying key details + Musical pursuits
s FRARFRBE R S5EEES - Sports broadcasts
* RIS - FEESHPINES
© HIREN
- B HE |
B S o B
13 Entertainment Movies - ldentifying types of movies - Contractions ;
IR -2 - Giving opinions - Movie reviews
+ Making recommendations © JERETE R
- AR RIS RY A L5 © HETHE
* RIEEN
14 Going Out Social - Giving verbal invitations * Invitations—
Ahi occasions - Accepting/declining invitations formal/informal
g6 RO SKEOE - IERXHIEIERXETH
BRI
15 Travel Trip planning - Booking a trip - Modal verbs
iy RAT R - Making a reservation - Airport schedules
- Identifying key details - HEABNA
© PITHRAT - DA 2R
 WT
R EVPS R
Review Units 11 — 15 11~15 858y




Beokz  OCOPE and Segquence

Unit  Title - Learning Objectives
HIT A il ] By
16 Special Days Special days - Identifying special days and - Wishes
‘ FEERI H T in the year occasions - BH
—AEHRFERAY - Comparing celebrations and
HF holiday customs
« FHRER H F AR R &
B PRHLIE S AR H 218
17 News Business - Identifying key information + Large numbers
i reports » Describing business trends— + Graphs and charts |
Rk R IE growth/decline « KB
- RFIREBER - Bz
* HER R b —H K TR |
18 Weather Weather + Describing types of weather— * Forms for the |
KX conditions conditions, temperature, future
REAEHR humidity < B FRE TR ‘
- WRARRRS—RKIEL. BE. |
| wE
\ - N - o - - o B
19 Environment Animals and + Identifying and describing + National emblems ‘
785 plants animals and plants - B ‘
Y - |dentifying natural habitats
- RBIFA S
- LB R
20 Communications Electronic - Identifying different types of - PDA, mobile phone,
HE gadgets technology MP3 player ‘
PR - Identifying and describing * AL BT
electronic gadgets FHL. MP3#EAE
* FUIRFIERI B AR |
* RFBIFIHR 28

Review Units 16 — 20 16~20 8>

Self-study Units 1 — 20 1~20 #cH%
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Getting

Ready

VV arm U p 1. Can you identify different listening strategies?
2. Do you know how to listen for gist? for the main idea? for
details? for inference?

Look at the pictures and describe the scenes.

WM THIE A, R E R PR

| think John and Karen
are talking about going
to see a movie.

Can you tell me the
key point in your
presentation?

| was speaking to Jane
about the party. It sounds
like she had fun.

What’s the telephone
number again?

Look at the pictures again. Identify the listening strategy for each picture. Use the Vocabulary Note to
help you.

PR EIE o BE IR E A AR R 14575 . 2% Vocabulary Note,

VocabU|ary NOte listening for gist, listening for inference, listening for

the main idea, listening for details

Match the questions to the listening strategies. Draw lines.
5 B FHAR R I W 1B T LR




Topu:- Understanding I:stenmg strategles
skil

Warm-up

Preview 1. Tell students a brief story about something
that happened to you, something in the news, or the
content of a current movie or album. Ask, “What was
the general topic, or gist, of what | said?” and “What
was an important fact, or detail, you remember?” Call
on students to answer. 2. Tell students that they had
to use listening strategies to answer the questions: to
understand the overall topic and to get important details.

1. Ask the first item in the Warm-up aloud. Help
students with the concept: strategies are the
thoughts and behaviors learners use to understand
and learn information, such as spoken language.
2. Have students work in pairs and discuss answers.
Go over answers with the class. Elicit ideas (e.g.,
listen for overall topic, use what they already know
about a topic to help understand what a speaker

is saying, guess what a speaker will say next from
what he/she has already said).

3. Read the second item. Explain the terms.

Language | In this text, the gist is the overall topic
Note

- of a conversation. The main idea is the
| key pointin the conversation or the key
| point the speaker is making. Details are

specific information. An inference is

an idea that the speaker does not say

directly but that the listener can guess
- from what the speaker does say.

4. Discuss the answers with class.

Suggest that students use the following
~questions to implement the strategies: (1) For
gist: What’s the subject? What is the speaker
talking about? (2) For main idea: What’s the

main point the speaker is trying to say about
the topic? (3) For details: Who is involved?
What did they do? When did they do it? Where
did they do it? (4) For inference: What can |
guess from the information | know? :

5. Option: With the class, discuss problems students
have with comprehension as they listen to English
(e.g., people talking too fast, not knowing words).

Part 1

Students learn important listening strategies and
how to use them.

1. Read the directions aloud. Ask four students to
each read one of the picture captions aloud.

2. Give students a few minutes to look at the
pictures and decide on their answers. Have
students work in pairs and share answers.

3. Go over answers with the class. (Possible
answers: 1. Two young women are talking about two
people they know. 2. Two men are discussing a
project that is on the computer. 3. A young woman
is talking on the phone and asking someone to
repeat information. 4. A young man is talking on
the phone about a friend at a party.)

Extra Have students work in pairs, choose one
Activity § of the situations in the pictures, and make
. up a conversation of several exchanges.
| Have pairs share their conversation with
. another pair.

“.[:5

Vocabulary Note

Read the items aloud. Review the meaning of each
item. (See the Language Note to the left.)

1. Read the directions aloud. Have students work
individually to do the task.

2. Go over answers with the class. (Answers:

1. listening for gist 2. listening for the main idea
3. listening for details 4. listening for inference)

3. Have students explain answers. (Possible
answers: 1. The caption tells the overall topic of
what the young women are talking about. 2. One
man is asking about the key point, or main idea.

3. The woman is asking for a detail — the telephone
number. 4. The young man is stating an inference
he made from his conversation with Jane and what
she told him — that Jane had fun at the party.)

Je
1. Read the directions aloud.

2. Have students work individually to do the task.
3. Go over answers with the class.




Part 2

Students practice using the listening strategies: listening
for gist, for main idea, for inference, and for details. They
learn language for asking for clarification.

Listening skill: listening for gist and
»J:\\ for main idea— a conversation
on a tennis court

l@)

1. Ask, “What is happening in the picture?”
(Possible answer: Two people are talking on a
tennis court.)

2. Read the directions aloud.

3. Read the directions and question for 2B aloud.
Ask, “What does ‘gist’ mean?” (Answers: the main
topic, what the people are talking about)

4. Read the directions and question for 2C aloud.
Ask, “What does ‘main idea’ mean?” (Answer: the
key point)

Tell students that it is important for them to
understand what they are listening for as they

do tasks in the text. They should understand
their purpose for listening.

5. Play the recording once. Tell students to listen
and write their answers for 2B and 2C.

Exercise 2A @

Jeff: Great game, Tanya! Phew!

Tanya: Thanks, Jeff. You played well.

| Jeff: But you keep getting better and better at your
game. It’s getting harder to beat you.

Tanya: Um, well, doing other kinds of exercise has
also helped me play tennis better.

Jeff: What other kinds of exercise do you do?

Tanya: During the week, | go running, biking and

‘ attend yoga classes. | do one of these kinds of

‘ exercise every day. You know, | can actually feel

‘ my endurance and strength increasing little by

} little every time.

 Jeff: Wow, that’s impressive! No wonder you are so

‘ fit! You have a regular exercise schedule that

you stick to. And | thought | exercised a lot. Who

| knows? Maybe I’ll win our game for a change
tomorrow.

Tanya: I’ll try and go easier on you.

Jeff: Yeah, right!

Tanya: Oh, we’ll have to make it a quick game, maybe

\ just forty-five minutes, because I’ll need to pick

up my dad from the airport tomorrow evening.

l Jeff: Sure, so same time at 6 p.m. on the west court?

Tanya: Okay, see you then!

‘ Jeff: Bye.

Listening skill: listening for
gist— a conversation on
a tennis court

Go over answers with the class.

.. Listening skill: listening for main
'IO;‘ idea — a conversation on
a tennis court

Go over answers with the class.

Listening skill: listening for
740 inference — a conversation
" on a tennis court

(2

1. Read the directions and the question aloud.

2. Explain that when students listen for inference,
they don’t find the exact information stated directly,
but they can guess the answer to the question from
what the people say.

3. Play the recording again, and have students write
their answer.

4, Go over answers with the class.

Listening skill: listening for
¥4= details — a conversation
on a tennis court

(e

1. Read the directions aloud.

2. Tell students to read over the questions. Explain
that students need to listen for specific information
to answer the questions.

3. Play the recording again, and have students write
their answers.

4. Go over answers with the class.

5. Check understanding of the following items:
endurance — ability to remain strong, for example,
when doing a physical activity, stick to (a plan) —
keep to and follow (a plan)

1 N
Extra 1. Tell students to work in pairs and make
Activity | up a conversation about an exercise they
do or a sport they play.
2. Have pairs present their conversation to
. another pair, who tries to guess the main
L idea.
- f .




1. What are John and Karen talking about? a) Listening for the main idea

2. What'’s the telephone number again? b) Listening for inference

3. What is the key point in the presentation? c) Listening for gist

4. Did it sound like Jane had fun at the party? d) Listening for details
@ Listen to the conversation between Tanya and Jeff. ﬂ

W TanyaflJeffZ & F %t o P

Listening for gist. Answer the question.
e EE. BEIZETFHIRE,
What are Tanya and Jeff talking about?
fhey are z‘az’kénlg about their tennis;awrcg,

o Listening for the main idea. Answer the question.
0 PR, EETFFRE,

What is the main idea discussed in Tanya and Jeff’s conversation?

T hey are z‘a[/cc'nla about how T’am/va 's tennis gamie is getting better because of her reqular ¢ xercise schedule.

Listening for inference. Listen again and answer the question.
AR T OT PN A TR o T — 38 57 75 3 1 F 91 =)
Will Tanya and Jeff meet up tomorrow?

Yes, they will wieet towtorrow.

Listening for details. Listen again and answer the questions. m
U, T R A A, (=D
1. What time do Tanya and Jeff decide to meet tomorrow?

T hey decide to wieet at & p.
2. Where will they meet?

T hey will wieet at the west court.

3. How long will they meet for?
fhe}y will waeet f'a/‘lﬂgz‘ forty-five wiinutes.

4. What does Tanya need to do after they meet tomorrow?
She needs to pick up her dad at the airport.




.
Take NOte When you practice your listening skills in English, it’s important
Useful Language  to use these sentences whenever necessary.
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- Please say that again.

<< Can you repeat the question?

- Please speak more slowly.

=& Sorry, | don’t understand.

-9  Can you explain it again?

&

Listen to the conversation between John and Karen.
()
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Listening for gist. Circle the correct response.
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a) John and Karen are talking about their English test tomorrow.

b) John and Karen are discussing their plans for the summer holiday.
@John and Karen are discussing the movie that they just watched.

Listening for the main idea. Circle the correct response.
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a) Karen wants to apply for a summer job.

@ Karen thought that the movie was great.
c) Karen needs to study for her English test.

Listening for details. Listen to the conversation again. Circle the correct responses. m
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1. What did Karen like about the movie?

a) The acting.

®) The costumes.
c) The special effects.

2. What did Karen think about the lead male actor?
a) He is handsome.
b) He is strong.
(©)He acts well.




