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A Brief Introduction

Si Kong-tu was the most famous literary critic in late Tang
Dynasty. He suggested that poetry should have ‘the implication
beyond flavors’ , *the image beyond images’ , ‘ the scape beyond
scapes’ , put forward the theory of *the thought in the company of
the scene’ , and summed up the development of the poetry of
Tang Dynasty firstly in his Letter to Wang Jia Discussing Poetry.
And the greater contribution of him to the poetic theories was that
he wrote Review of Twenty-four Kinds of Poems on the basement of
the above theories.

As a monograph about Si Kong-tu’s life, this book analyses
the system of his thought and his literary theories systematically,
and puts forward many original ideas on the basis of intensive ma-
terial analysis, such as rebuts Chen Shang-jun and Wang Yong-
hao’s opinion that the author of Review of Twenty-four Kinds of Po-
ems wasn’t Si Kong-tu. Furthermore, this book firstly argues that
Review of Twenty-four Kinds of Poems was the eulogies of the dif-
ferent parts of the anthology of poems of Tang Dynasity, The Se-
lection of The Essence, which was edited by Si Kong-tu.
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