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NO OTHER ROCK OF SAFETY
Adlai E. Stevenson

What do I believe? As an American, I believe
in generosity, in liberty, in the rights of man. These
are social and political faiths that are part of me as
they are, I suppose, part of all of us. Such beliefs
are easy to express. But part of me too is my
religion—my religion to all life, and this is not so
easy to talk about.

Religious experience is highly intimate and, for
me at least, ready words' are not at hand, I am
profoundly aware of the magnitude? of the universe,
that all is ruled by law, including my finite person.
I believe in the infinite wisdom that envelopes and
embraces me and from which 1 take direction,
purpose, strength. First to my mind there spring
those words of Twenty-seventh Psalm? my favorites,
“For in the time of trouble (the Lord) shall hide
me in His pavilion, He shall set me up upon a
rock:-:--- I had fainted unless I had believed to see
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
Wait on* the Lord, be of good courage and He shall
strengthen thine heart-..-- ”
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Yes, 1 believe in®* and I have experienced His
goodness in the land of the living, and 1 have found
no rocks of certainty or safety but His®*. And if doing
is part of believing, ! find a great design in the
simple counsel® of the old Prophet Micah®: “To do
justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with the
God.”

But having beliefs or at least enunciating'® them
is only part of it. Living up to'! them, for me, is
much harder. For as someone said, “It is easier to
fight for one’s beliefs than to live up to them.” And
I wonder if the chief cause of discord'® in human
affairs is not so much the undesirable nature of
beliefs as it is the fighting for them, the competitive
indoctrination'* among them,

I believe in liberalism, in individualism, in
freedom of conscience. And if there is anything that
the whole idea of liberalism contradicts, it is the
notion of competitive indoctrination. So I believe
that if we really want human brotherhood to spread
and increase until it makes life safe and sane, we
must also be certain that there is no one true faith
or path by which it may spread.

But it is not easy to banish the mnotion that
there can be universal brotherhood just as soon as
everybody gives up his faith and accepts ours. That
day will never come, for the richness of human
diversity**cannot be abolished'® any more than Mars'®
or Jupiter'!’. It can be resented and it can be fought,
but only at what an appalling'® cost!®*® Difference
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is in the nature of life, it is part of our moral
universe. Without difference life would become
lifeless. So I rejected the idea of conformity,?’
compulsory or complacent, the faith that is swallowed
like pills, whole and at once,’’ with no gquestions
asked.

1 believe in helping ourselves and others to see
the possibilities in viewpoints other than one’s own,
in encouraging the free interchange of ideas, in wel-
coming fresh approaches to the problems of life, in
urging the fullest, the most vigorous use of critical
self-examination. Thus, we can learn to grow togeth-

er, to unite in our common search for the truth
within a better and a happier world.

The basic faith in liberty of conscience is by no
means exclusive®® with us. But I believe we are its
ordained guardians in this age of assault and anxiety,
when so many seem to believe their doubts and to
doubt their beliefs.

Finally, I should like to live and not just believe
these strong words of faith in St. Paul's letter to the
Galatians.?* “Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free and not be entan-
gledwith the yoke of bondage.”*®

&% Adlai E. Stevenson (1900--1965): £ HE AR XK
B, SFEFRFEMNE, ZEEHABEAE RKEERREIEBRH
Wz hEHT

e Y
1. ready words: words prepared for use at once. HJREIEE,



22,

23.

25.
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. magnitude ['magnitju:d): size. B,

Psalm (sa:m): any of the 150 sacred songs or hymns
that together form a book of the Old Testament. H#
Wb —ARHEFEZEA—E.

wait on: serve. {3z,

in iy object BN T & His goodness in the land of the living.
but His: except His (rocks). Baihiy(EHI4 .

design: adaptation of means to a planned end. 5,
counsel: advice. B4, -

Micah (maika): a Hebrew prophet who lived in the
eighth century B.C. £\t —BEE LA,

enunciate [inansieit): pronounce. B4 3270

. live up to: act according to. F1fF,
. discord: disputing; disagreement. &35 ERH,

indoctrination: teaching of a doctrine, belief or principle.

R,

. diversity: variety. #¥i=RigE,

abolish: do away with; put an end to. BEE&; ik,
Mars: K&,

. Jupiter: K&,

appalling: terrifying; horrifying. &A1,
at what an appalling cost: ffHBKEHNED |

. conformity: fitting oneself and one’s actions to the

ideas of others; compliance B4 :REH,

. whole and at once: B{A#y (pills)RIr BN, (Cf. Swallow

a piece of meat whole).

exclusive: not shared with others; single; sole. ‘REiffs
NIEERBIEH, )

assault: sudden, vigorous attack. X,

Galatians (go'leifionz]): natives or inhabitants of Galatia.
BT A o

AR Galatians, chapter 5, §1.



ROLL AWAY THE STONE
Pearl S. Buck

I enjoy: life because 1 am endlessly interested
in people and their growth. My interest leads me
continually to widen my knowledge of people, and
this' in turn® compels me to believe that the normal
human heart® is born* good. That is, it is born
sensitive and feeling,® eager to be approved® and to
approve, hungry for’ simple happiness and the
chance to live. It neither wishes to be killed nor
to kill. If through circumstances it is overcome by
evil, it never becomes entirely evil. There remain
in it elements of good, however recessive,® which
continue to hold the possibility of restoration®.

I believe in'® human beings, but my faith is
without sentimentality.!’ I know that in environments
of uncertainty, fear and hunger, the human being
is dwarfed'® and shaped without his being aware of
it,'* just as the plant struggling under a stone does
not know its own condition. Only when the stone
is removed can it spring up freely into the light.
But the power to spring up is inherent, and only
death puts an end to'* it;

5
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¢+ I feel no need for any other faith than'” my
faith in human beings. Like Confucius of old,'® 1
am so absorbed in'? the wonder of earth and the
life upon it'® that I cannot think of heaven and the
angels. I have enough for this life. If there is no
other life,'? then this one has been enough to make
it worth being born, myself a human being.?®

With so profcund a faith in the human heart
and its power to grow toward the light, I find here
reason and cause enough for hope and confidence
in the future of mankind. The common siase?' of
people will surely prove to them someday that
mutual support and co—operation are only sensible?®?
for the security and happiness of all.

Such faith keeps me continually ready and
purposeful with energy to do what one person can
toward shaping the environment in which the
human being can grow with freedom. This environ-
ment, | believe, is based upon the necessity for
security and friendship.

I take heart®*® in the promising fact that the
world contains food supplies sufficient for the entire
earth population.** Our knowledge of medical science
is already sufficient to improve the health of the
whole human race. Our resources in education, if
administered on a world scale,®’® can lift the
intelligence of the race.’® All that remains®® is to
discover how to administer, upon a world scale, the
benefits which some of us already have. In other
words, to return to my simile,?® the stone must be
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rolled away.

This, too, can be done, as a sufficient number
of human beings come to?’ have faith in themselves
and in each other. Not all will have such faith at
the same moment, but there is a growing number
who have the faith. Half a century ago no one had
thought of world food, world health, world education.
Many are thinking today of these things. In the
midst of possible world war, of wholesale?® destruc-
tion, I find my only question is this: Are there
enough people who now believe? Is there time
enough left for the wise to act? It is a contest
between ignorance and death, or wisdom and life.
My faith in humanity stands firm.

{£%: Pearl S, Buck HIREMERANER L PIBRREDE,
MARBRGEA, HHREBNEERERE, EREE “AH”
(Good Earth) BN 4 Bh U BT 2 B A 0 T i L i e i ag,

BT

this: #§ my knowledge of people,

in turn: in the proper order. {&&it,

human heart: #g Ak,

is born good: A&KHMBER, (FH to be born BETH
BEdE)

feeling: adj. full of feeling; sensitive; emotional.
approve: think well of. EE&,

hungry for: having a strong desire for. (Z2# thirsty
for.)

8. recessive: receding ¥R, (38 elements of good.)

9. restoration: restoring (to good). Mk AMERR),

10. believe in: have faith in. #--FE0,
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11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

19.
20,

21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28,
29,

sentimentality: tendency to be influenced by sentiment
rather than reason. BEFHE,

dwarf: keep from growing large; check in growth.
BEXN, A

without his being aware of it: FiRE A,

put an end to: stop; do away with. BB ;5% (We
must put an end to such a foolish quarrel.)

than: besides; except.

Confucius of old: HRHHF, of old. HHEY: KA,
absorbed: adj. very much interested (P2 in f) &
’E‘%o

the life upon it: the life upon the earth. ZEEMER L

N0l

the other life: Zitid:75,

myself a human being: RAFERE—EABHARAS E—
A, REEDEEER S, ARREB4LTEEHATRAHEHE
o

common sense: practical intelligence. F4%&,

sensible: reasonable.

take heayt: be encouraged; hearten. %,

the entife earth population: all the people living on
this earth. 2RI A,

on a world scale: {&itFRHEHRMA,

the race: the human race. £ AN,

remains: remains to be done. EHERFEM,

simile ('simili): E®.

wholesale: broad and general;extensive and indiscrim-

-inate. KIRHEHY.



MAN BELONGS TO MAN

Albert Schweitzer

Three kinds of progress are significant':
progress in knowledge and technology,” progress in
the socialization® of man; progress in spirituality.
The last is the most important.

As soon as man does not take his existence for-
granted, but beholds it* as something unfathomably®
mysterious, thought begins. Ethical® affirmation of
life is the intellectual act by which man ceases
simply to live at random’™ and begins to concern
himself reverently with his own life,® so that he
may realize its true value., And the first step in
the evolution of ethics is a sense of solidarity® with
other human beings. ‘

To the primitive, this solidarity has narrow
limits, It is confined, first to his blood relations,
then to the members of his tribe, who represent to
him the family enlarged. I have such primitives in
my hospital. If 1 ask an ambulatory'® patient to
undertake some small service for a patient who
must stay in bed, he will do it only if the bedridden
patient belongs to his tribe. If that is not the case,



10 READINGS IN ENGLISH PROSE

he will answer me with wide-eyed innocence: “This
man is not brother of me.” Neither rewards nor
threats will induce him to perform a service for
such a stranger.

But as soon as man begins to reflect upon
himself and his relationship to others, he becomes
aware that men as such are his equals and his
neighbors. Gradually he sees the circle of his
responsibilities widening until it includes all human
beings with whom he has dealings. In the preaching
of jesus, as in that of Paul the Apostle, it is a
fundamental tenet'* that man has a duty toward
every other human being. The idea of the broth-
erhood of all human beings is inherent in the
metaphysics of most of the great religious systems.
Moreover, since antiquity,'* philosophy has presented
the case for humanitarianism as a concept recom-
mended by reason.

Throughout history, however, the insight that
we have a wider duty toward human beings never
attained the dominance to which it is entitled. Down
to our own times it has been undermined by
differences of race, religion and nationality.

Man belongs to man. Man is entitled to man,.
There is much coldness among us because we obey
a law of proper reserve'” and do not dare to be as
cordial as we really are. The ethics of reverence
for life require that all of us somehow and in
something shall act as men toward other men..
Those who in their occupations have nothing so to



