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Abstract

This dissertation which comprises seven chapters, is a analysed the phonology in
the inscriptions of Burman from 12th century to 19th century in the light of historical
and comparative methodologies, and taking into account the situation of modern Bur-
mese dialects. Thus reveals the rules the change of Burmese historical phonology.

In chapter One, the writer introduces with the history and present statement on
Burmese study, as well as comperes some prevailing transcription systems, and puts
forward the writer, system in this dissertation.

In chapter Two, the writer translates some epigraphies of different periods, and
make a list of paronym.

In chapter Three, the writer introduces the distribution and features of Burmese
dialects.

In chapter Four, the writer not only inductives the phonological system from
inscriptions of Pagan period (12—13th centuries), Pyinya—Inwa period (13—
16th centuries) , Taungngu ~ Nyaungran period (16—18th centuries) , Gungbhaung
period (18—19th centuries) , but also inductives the phonological system of modern
Burmese. And open out the phonotic character of different periods.

In chapter Five, the writer discusses the initial consonant of Burmese historical
evolution. Summing up the consonant cluster shift of Burmese have three pattern,
that were mixed together, added, divided and dropped.

In chapter Six, the writer discusses the vowel historical evolution of Burmese.
By analyzed the long vowel and short vowel, the vowel with consonant tail, summing
up the rules the change of vowel, and also reconstructed form of some vowel ancient

speech. Refers to the conception of vowel up — moving and vowel down — moving,




then indexes the vowels changed kept to the rules of high and low from ancient
Burmese to the modern Burmese.

In chapter Seven, the writer discusses the process of Burmese tone evolvement
and development. Summing up that Burmese tone originated from consonant tail, and
of the four tones of the Burmese through four phases. The first phase there was none
tone, that only there were long vowel and short vowel. The second phase there were
long tone and short tone. The third phase there were mid level tone, high level tone
and short tone. The mid level tone and high level tone from the ancient long. The
fouth phase there were mid level tone, high level tone, high — falling tone and short
tone. The high — falling and short tone were from the ancient short tone. In modern
Burmese high - falling tone are changing toward the short tone in some words, the
writer infer the tone of Burmese there are mid level, high level and short tone in the

furtrue.
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