) e
»




“"nt\{ z z‘- 3 &

R A g 8P

Yz

L10890147111

RER/RMn APERGKER B B




EBERARE (CIPEIR
B SOE S — PR/ A, BRRA B ER. — D ARRE TR RAL, 20111

ISBN 978 - 7 - 5628 - 2818 - 1

I.&... 1.O%. QK. [I. ONEFHEHEREP-HESETH N. G634. 413
o [ i A B 54 CIP S 7 (20100588 094827 5

B EIEEMRE—RLIERE

BEHR BRI

ERER KER K R

WRImE /B

FERE / HEE

BER / £E8

HEEIT / BRH

HARR AT / LR T RS
My bk E¥GTIMEBEEE 130 5, 200237
B §E. (021) 64250306 CEH5ER)

(021) 64252717 (4RIBFD)

f& H. (021) 64252707
R 4k press. ecust. edu. cn

Rl / IH mAETHEE

Z / 710mmX<1000mm 1/16

I /12

¥ /367 FF

W /2011481 A% LR

W /201141 A 1K

% / 1—6000 it

£ / ISBN 978 -7 - 5628 - 2818 - 1/G « 432

# / 25.00 &

k44 A 6 5000 LR, K 2] sh A 4K SRR R ) |
A BE MR, W R, 941487073@QQ. com

Mo FHIHB



2eriytlevigvigntyet o inriaubovloviaviyniynligriavinntynigrivvignipniyeipndanignipniony
“““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ 3
4

GAG R R R

(3

AR
B
F HARE

R
R

X Zhan
%

RERZR
)

KL T
% Z XA
S

IRE £

3

L

APy iy vt yrlantynbev byt denrisviundyntyvigedavtynlipntioviay
CF I FYVF TV T TN PV ST S S N SR SO S Ser 1 S Sy e

£

LRl

a




—RPa

=R
[i]] =]

(FRAPFI A EERNERBTAANAE, AEEREI> T ENRE LU T

L ¥RFEM BN EEMAE;

2. TRANEATEWELMAXEY;

3. ARE BT SCHI BT A4 it DA S B 3 R S A S AE B B

4. REMANHATFHELLAER LT X2 ANEEX R

5. ARYEFTBA K BAT — W H BT, A0 W,

6. ERALEHENURSE,

MEBEMER L X ERET A ERERA EEARA,RREFEWE L&,

ARB) ABFFEARR TSR A . RE A EFIRERET LAY F
PR BB B B AE 2 3] X R AR R R ] R, R BB SRR SR B M,
LRREFEIT; G AR FEMNAFWERER  EAFFANEREE. 4I4R
EH, 2HR AN F-BO N FEEAF T, MEIE LW EE RAHAT 2 E
H;F R AENER F BN EFFROBT K. HBEAN H XEREN
FART|HHEMPE LHRTG 2, R AN KR TREE BT, hREEELENERY
BN M, BEYEE BB E R, A F RN BT R % B,

AV EEHAHFITHERBEFEFET RANGER, N B TR BT 2R ¥
AR HRASE XUBRRETEEAF AP L EFEALR P HYET BT . £ 5 2R,
TFHBE%E KRB .

AHARR HE BN ARATIRCRIT AR ERE LR AT Y
L RESREHSREHREN,

% A
2011.1



By FBEEBRHS -ooeeeeeee 1
Unitl 2EIZ cooveerereeennn 1
Unit 2 7LFREE coeoveerecrncenencnn 7
Unit 3 ZRER oovererrrereceocncas 12
Unit 4 [ ZRER -oveveerreerenneenens 18
Unit 5 JEETER -ocevrererencencnnens 22
Unit 6 FEZE coveveerncercinenn 29
Unit 7 FE -oooevrereeeneennnns 35
Unit 8 JIFHEE cvovecvrereerecncans 41
Unit 9 EEELE --ooorerrerreeeennn. 47
Unit 10 POJI[FE veeeeverececennn 53
Unit 11 JTTF°F8 coeeeeereereennns 59

B ES BEEHUESReeeeeeeee 65
T A, won somman emnen s ywnan awn s swmimee 65
T— B weesevesis vosmee s cnes s ononn s eviaa 66
T— €  venvomnon omnen vomnen wmiren wmsiae 67
) e e et 68
llm— 5 SooncnmooOCaToaeaaCaNCa I O0aeT 68
S A e ere 69
e e et 70
I o P P S PRSP PR 71
Do TJ e mbsinind et aiaa s aiaas s 73
DB, sisnas s sishhe Sakimes S sine i 73
G, e e SR SRS SR A 75
e B R T P SR 75
GO e s awne s owEER ¢ Seen  Reans 0w 76
Qi) - sisises sk § Eueied LHANES SRS 65 77
| g e 78
A=A smens somens semens smasnn Sanieas e 79
=P,  swemss sawwas somns sawss sewens e 80
O o e 81

A—T[) A SRR e el B s siwhin 82
U—T[R  omsiis s SRS S eincns sifaibies susinin 83
e s s et et 84
I R e te 85
B B OO AN O AT 86
e e e et 87
G Bl cerancenr e aaacen R snenner 88
T e ete e 89
e e e ots 90
R e T T G R QO 91
I [ s e T P e 92
e [ e et 93
7 OOt DO OO S GG ETOATTO0 94
T—B - reeversvenssesernersamnesasensos 95
Tl swwnaibs swnwen swnwsrs weswen susodie s 96
T I)  enwsovesnmssen ansunesusas vaosss pe 97
T—TF  sovessevnonsssssempvsarevsnnanss 97
G—A  suvensrirermsrresmTvesssnvss e 99
B e vuenrs cubnen conors soners sovean 100
8 wes vamnan wwuives veuves veusen veuss 101
8T v swmwen nsmnien suswns sownes suames 102
B—TB wonssswwns o s ssnwas sunives nanes 102
Qoo Al wes wareiis s simesins SRS eSS SUBES 103
OB woms swiwens suwvnn s snsons s 104
GO ewan smuwnsasens soses sansos sasse 105
T R 106
TN, - RN R P 107
TO— A ssssemessomnss vomevs panens swes 108
TO—B  +oswowws swswns swenss swsss woss 109
TO—C 5 ansowp vaswns swsvamansss waes 109
TO-—=TD  #¢ssowss sin soiioss s v swws 110



12—C
12—D
12—E
13—A
13—B
13—C

TG—B s sstoionn s amins somen s e 137
TB—C s sommes sowns s swisms s nosns sus 138
I ) R 139
16—  sesessmsassavonsuwses semsss s 140
17—,  wwvws smsmun swnmss swnss vemens e 141
V7B sswes sunems siswsss siswns svaows 142
17— C  swonid samsan sispndidosne cossios s 143
T7—TD  wswmns swivion s omests s vmevs comeisns 144
e I e o e e e s 145
T8  swoinws swsmws swuinlyn swsmws swsswe 146
18——B  svswss svowss svonivn arsmes voswse 147
TB—C  svowrssmsins vomnps sunwnspasens 148
TG T s wwcmms summis swinines smweisre yrurwias 149
18—, covommsvsonemesonesvsvsonswens 150
TO——A > vomesnswwssnsmmsersaneensns 151
TG—B s cemmen cpnven vwnann vwwowy sume 151
10— o5 emomnvamens sonsms cumvss ovpa 152
1O  srrovensssurens suevsemeoyeons 153
o o e e e 154
TO—A e wssmss sinsics sages smavod sige 155
IO—B  wn cusmes vomwes wemees evaees vo 156
VO won sswss sumwss swmmn vemven vun 157
DO wws s somas s swinios v swiviss vawwes s 158
FO—TE  wwws swwws owwed sowes s sawes o 159



Bk DiERAn

Unit 1 £[E I %(2008)
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A

Last week my youngest son and I visited my father at his new home in Tucson, Arizona. He
moved there a few years ago, and I was eager to see his new place and meet his friends.

My earliest memories of my father are a tall, handsome, successful man devoted to his work and
his family, but uncomfortable with his children. As a child I loved him. He seemed unhappy with me
unless I got straight A’s and unhappy with my boyfriends if their fathers were not as “successful” as he
was. Whenever I went out with him on weekends, I used to struggle to think up things to say, feeling
on guard.

On the first day of my visit, we went out with one of my father’s friends for lunch at an outdoor
cafe. We walked along that afternoon, did some shopping, ate on the street table, and laughed over
my son’s funny facial expressions. Gone was my father’s critical ($kH|#J) air and strict rules. Who
was this person I knew as my father, who seemed so friendly and interested to be around? What had
held him back before?

The next day dad pulled out his childhood pictures and told me quite a few stories about his own
childhood. Although our times together became easier over the years, I never felt closer to him at that
moment. After so many years, I'm at last seeing another side of my father. And in doing so, I'm
delighted with my new friend. My dad, in his new home in Arizona, is back to me from where he
was.

1. Why did the author feel bitter about her father as a young adult?
A. He was silent most of the time.
B. He was too proud of himself.
C. He did not love his children.
D. He expected too much of her.
2. When the author went out with her father on weekends, she would feel

A. nervous B. sorry C. tired D. safe
3. What does the author think of her father after her visit to Tucson?

A. More critical. B. More talkative.

C. Gentle and friendly. D. Strict and hard-working.

4. The underlined words “my new friend” in the last paragraph refer to
A. the author’s son B. the author’s father
C. the friend of the author’s father D. the café owner
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B

More than 10 years ago, it was difficult to buy a tasty pineapple (#%8). The fruits that made it
to the UK were green on the outside and, more often than not, hard with an unpleasant taste within.
Then in 1966, the Del Monte Gold pineapple produced in Hawaii first hit our shelves.

The new type of pineapple looked more yellowy-gold than green. It was slightly softer on the
outside and had a lot of juice inside. But the most important thing about this new type of pineapple was
that it was twice as sweet as the hit-and-miss pineapples we had known. In no time, the. Del Monte
Gold took the market by storm, rapidly becoming the world’s best-selling pineapple variety, and
delivering natural levels of sweetness in the mouth, up until then only found in tinned pineapple.

In nutrition (& 3%) it was all good news too. This nice tasting pineapple contained four times
more vitamin C(4E4: % C) than the old green variety. Nutritionists said that it was not only full of
vitamins, but also good against some diseases. People were understandably eager to be able to buy this
wonderful fruit. The new type of pineapple was selling fast, and the Del Monte Gold pineapple rapidly
became a fixture in the shopping basket of the healthy eater.

Seeing the growing market for its winning pineapple, Del Monte tried to keep market to itself.
But other fruit companies developed similar pineapples. Del Monte turned to law for help, but failed.
Those companies argued successfully that Del Monte’s attempts to keep the golden pineapple for itself
were just a way to knock them out the market.

5. We learn from the text that the new type of pineapple is
A. green outside and sweet inside
B. good-looking outside and soft inside
C. yellowy-gold outside and hard inside
D. a little softer outside and sweet inside

6. Why was the new type of pineapple selling well?

A. It was rich in nutrition and tasted nice.
B. It was less sweet and good for health.
C. It was developed by Del Monte.

D. It was used as medicine.

7. The underlined word “fixture” in Paragraph 3 probably refers to something
A. that people enjoy eating B. that is always present
C. that is difficult to get D. that people use as a gift

8. We learn from the last paragraph that Del Monte
A. slowed other companies to develop pineapples’

B. succeeded in keeping the pineapple for itself
C. tried hard to control the pineapple market
D. planned to help the other companies

C

It is often necessary to release a fish, that is, set it free after catching, because it is too small, or
you just don’t want to take it home to eat. In some cases, releasing fish is a good measure that will
help keep fish variety and build their population size. The Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
(DGIF) encourages fishermen who practice catch-and-release fishing to use a few simple skills when
doing so. The advice provided below will help make sure that the fish you release will survive (F£1%)
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to bite again another day.

—When catching a fish, play it quickly and keep the fish in the water as much as possible.
Don’t use a net in landing the fish and release it quickly to prevent it from dying.

—Hold the fish gently. Do not put your fingers in its eyes. Don’t wipe the scales (£ #%) off the
fish because it might cause it to develop a disease and reduce its chance of survival.

—Remove your hook (fif) quickly. If the hook is too deep or hooked in the stomach, cut the
line and leave the hook in. The hook left inside will cause no serious problem to the fish.

—Take good care of the fish by moving it gently in water. Release the fish when it begins to
struggle and is able to swim.

—Do not hold fish in a bucket or some other containers and later decide to release it. If you are
going to release a fish, do so right away.

With a little care and by following the suggestions given above, you can give the released fish a
better chance of survival.

9. People sometimes set a fish free after catching it because they
A. don’t want it to die
B. hope it will grow quickly
C. don’t want to have it as food
D. want to practice their fishing skills
10. Which of the following will probably make a fish ill?
A. Taking the hook off it. B. Removing its scales.
C. Touching its eyes D. Holding it in your hand.
11. A proper way to release a fish is to
A. move it in water till it can swim
B. take the hook out of its stomach
C. keep it in a bucket for some time
D. let it struggle a little in your hand
12. What is the purpose of the test?
A. To show how to enjoy fishing.
B. To persuade people to fish less often.
C. To encourage people to set fish free.
D. To give advice on how to release fish.

D

Holidays

Holiday News

Vacancies (25{i) now and in the school holidays at a country hotel in Devon. This comfortable,
friendly home-from-home lies near the beautiful quiet countryside, but just a drive away from the sea.
The food is simple but good. Children and pets are welcome.

Reduced prices for low season.

The Snowdonia Center

The Snowdonia Center for young mountain climbers has a mountain lesson. The beginners’ costs
are £57 for a week, including food and rooms. Equipment is included except walking shoes, which
can be hired at a low cost.
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You must be in good health and prepared to go through a period of body exercises. This could be
the beginning of a lifetime mountain climbing adventure.

The World Sea Trip of a Lifetime

Our World Sea Trip of 2008 will be unlike any holiday you have ever been on before. Instead of
one hotel after another, with all its packing and unpacking waiting and traveling, you just go to bed in
one country and wake up in another.

On board the ship, you will be well taken care of. Every meal will be first-class and every cabin
will be like your home.

During the trip, you can rest on deck(Fi#2) . enjoy yourself in the game rooms and in the evening
dance to our musical team and watch our wonderful play.

You will visit all the places most people only dream about — from Acapulco and Hawaii to Tokyo
and Hong Kong.

For a few thousand pounds, all you’ve ever hoped for can be yours.

13. What can you do if you like to go on holidays with pets?
A. Choose the holiday in Devon.
B. Go to the Snowdonia Centre.
C. Join the World Sea Trip of 2008.
D. Visit Acapulco and Hawaii.
14. In what way is the Snowdonia Centre different from the other two holidays?
A. It provides chances of family gatherings.
B. It provides customers with good food.
C. It offers a sport lesson.
D. It offers comfortable rooms.
15. What is special about the World Sea Trip of 20087
A. You can have free meals on deck every day.
B. You can sleep on a ship and tour many places.
C. You will have chances to watch and act in a play.
D. You have to do your own packing and unpacking.
16. At the Snowdonia Centre, the beginners’ costs of £ 57 do not cover

A. food B. rooms
C. body exercises D. walking shoes
E

Edward Wilson is America’s, if not the world’s, leading naturalist. In The Future of Life, he
takes us on a tour of the world’s natural resources(¥% ). How are they used? What has been lost?
What remains and is it able to continue with the present speed of use? Wilson also points out the need
to understand fully the biodiversity(4: ¥ Z#£PE) of our earth.

Wilson begins with an open letter to the pioneer in environment (33%) protection, Henry David
Thoreau. He compares today’s Walden Pond with that of Thoreau’s day. Wilson will use such
comparisons for the rest of the book. The problem is clear: man has done great damage to his home
over the years. Can the earth, with human help, be made to return to biodiversity levels that will be
able to support us in the future?

Biodiversity, Wilson argues., is the key to settling many problems the earth faces today. Even our
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agricultural crops can gain advantages from it. A mere hundred species(#)F) are the basis of our food
supply, of which but twenty carry the load. Wilson suggests changing this situation by looking into ten
thousand species that could be made use of, which will be a way to reduce the clearing of the natural

homes of plants and animals to enlarge farming areas.

At the end of the book, Wilson discusses the importance of human values in considering the

environment. If you are to continue to live on the earth, you may well read and act on the ideas in this

book.
17.
A.
B.
C.
D.
18,
A.
19.
A.
B.
C.
D.
20.
A.
B.
Cs
D.
[#&#7]
1. D,
2. A,
3. C,
4. B,
5. D,

We learn from the text that Wilson cares most about

the environment for plants
the biodiversity of our earth
the wastes of natural resources

the importance of human values

How many species are most important to our present food supply?

Twenty. B. Eighty. C. One hundred D. Ten thousand.

Wilson suggests that one way to keep biodiversity is to

learn how to farm scientifically
build homes for some dying species
make it clear what to eat

use more species for food

We can infer that the text is

a description of natural resources
a research report

a book review

an introduction to a scientist.
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Unit 2 T7%(2008)

AL B2 T 548 30, W SUR BT 89 AB.C.D U4 BT A, 2 HH B AF 3 T, I FE B R EW %

A

What time is it? Most people are pretty accurate in their answer. And if you don’t know for sure,
it’s very likely that you can find out. There may be a watch on your wrist; there may be a clock on the
wall, desk, or computer screen; or maybe you’re riding in a car that has a clock in the dashboard ({3
).

Even if you don’t have a timepiece of some sort nearby, your body keeps its own beat. Humans
have an internal clock that regulates(J&77) the beating of our heart, the pace of our breathing, the
discharge (k) of chemicals within our bloodstream, and many other bodily functions.

Time is something from which we can’t escape. Even if we ignore it, it’s still going by, ticking
away, second by second, minute by minute, hour by hour. So the main issue in using your time well is,
“Who’s in charge?” We can allow time to slip by and let it be our enemy. Or we can take control of it
and make it our ally.

_ By taking control of how you spend your time, you’ll increase your chances of becoming a more
successful student. Perhaps more importantly, the better you are at managing the time you devote to
your studies, the more time you will have to spend on your outside interests.

The aim of time management is not to schedule every moment so we become slaves of a timetable
that governs every waking moment of the day. Instead, the aim is to permit us to make informed
choices as to how we use our time. Rather than letting the day go by, largely without our awareness,
what we are going to discuss next can make us better able to control time for our own purposes.

1. The underlined word “ally” in Para. 3 most likely means somebody or something that is
A. your slave and serves you
B. your supporter and helps you
C. under your control and obeys you
D. under your influence and follows you
2. The author intends to tell us that time :
A. could be regulated by a timepiece such as a clock or a watch
B. could be managed by the internal clock of human bodies



-8 - FE—My HEEEH

C. should be well managed for our own interest
D. should be saved for outside interests
3. In the next part, the author would most probably discuss with you
A. how to keep up with the times
B. how to make up for lost time
C. how to have a good time
D. how to make good use of time

B

We experience different forms of the Sun’s energy every day. We can see its light and feel its
warmth. The Sun is the major source of energy for our planet. It causes the evaporation (3 %) of
water from the oceans and lakes. Sunlight also provides the energy used by green plants to make their
own food. These green plants then provide food for all organisms(4=4#)) on the Earth.

Much of the energy that comes from the Sun never reaches the Earth’s surface. It is either
reflected or absorbed by the gases in the upper atmosphere. Of the energy that reaches the lower
atmosphere, 30% is reflected by clouds or the Earth’s surface. The remaining 70% warms the surface
of the planet, causes water to evaporate, and provides energy for the water cycle and weather. Only a
tiny part, approximately 0.023% . is actually used by green plants to produce food.

Many gases found in the atmosphere actually reflect heat energy escaping from the Earth’s surface
back to the Earth. These gases act like the glass of a greenhouse in that they allow energy from the Sun
to enter but prevent energy from leaving. They are therefore called greenhouse gases.

When sunlight strikes an object, some of the energy is absorbed and some is reflected. The
amount reflected depends on the surface. For example, you've probably noticed how bright snow is
when sunlight falls on it. Snow reflects most of the energy from the Sun, so it contributes to the low
temperatures of winter. Dark-coloured surfaces, such as dark soil or forest, absorb more energy and
help warm the surrounding air.

4. According to the passage, the root cause for weather changes on the Earth is
A. the atmosphere surrounding the Earth
B. water from oceans and lakes
C. energy from the Sun
D. greenhouse gases in the sky
5. Only a small part of the Sun’s energy reaches the Earth’s surface because most of it is
A. absorbed by the clouds in the lower atmosphere
B. reflected by the gases in the upper atmosphere
C. lost in the upper and lower atmosphere
D. used to evaporate water from the oceans and lakes
6. We learn from the passage that
A. all living things on the Earth depend on the Sun for their food
B. a forest looks dark in winter because it absorbs solar energy
C. only 0.023% of the energy from the Sun is made use of on the Earth
D. greenhouse gases allow heat energy to escape from the Earth’s surface
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Gallery Policies

For visitors to National Gallery of Art, Washington, visitors must present all carried items for
inspection upon entry. After inspection, all bags, backpacks, umbrellas, parcels, and other things as
determined by security officers must be left at the checkrooms. Free of charge, close to each
entrance. All oversized bags. Backpacks, and luggage must be left at the checkrooms near the 4"
Street entrance of either the East or West Building. These items will have to be x-rayed before being
accepted. Items of value, such as laptop computers, cameras, and fur coats, may not be left in the
checkrooms but may be carried into the galleries.

We regret that we do not have enough space for visitor items larger than 17 X 26 inches into the
Gallery or its checkrooms.

Additional security procedures and checks may be taken according to the decision of the Gallery.
For the safety of the artworks and other visitors, nothing may be carried on a visitor’s back. Soft front
baby carriers are allowed, but children may not be carried on shoulders or in a child carrier worn on
the back. Pushchairs are available free of charge near each checkroom.

Smoking is prohibited. Food and drink are not permitted outside the food service areas.
Unopened bottled water may be carried only in a visitor’s bag. Cell phones may not be used in the
Gallery.

Animals, other than service animals, are not permitted in the Gallery.

Skateboarding i§ prohibited.

Picture-taking (including video) for personal use is permitted except in special exhibitions and
where specifically prohibited. Tripods (=J%2) are not allowed.

Please do not touch the works of art.

7. When people come to visit the Gallery, they should
A. leave all their carried items at the checkrooms
B. have all their carried items x-rayed at the entrance
C. take all their carried items with them without inspection
D. have all their carried items inspected at the entrance
8. What does the Gallery feel sorry for?
A. Visitors have to keep their valuable items in the checkrooms.
B. The size of visitor items allowed into the Gallery is limited.
C. It cannot keep oversized visitor items due to limited space.
D. Visitor items over 17X26 inches must go through additional checks.
9. Parents with small children visiting the Gallery
A. can carry their children in soft front child carriers
B. can carry their children on their shoulders
C. can carry their children in child carriers worn on the back
D. ought to pay if they want to use pushchairs for their children
10. Visiting photographers should make sure that
A. pictures and videos are allowed for personal use anywhere in the Gallery
B. pictures and videos can be taken in some places for personal use
C. picture-taking and videoing are totally forbidden in the Gallery
D. tripods are allowed except in some special exhibitions
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It had been some time since Jack had seen the old man. College, career, and life itself got in the
way. In fact, Jack moved clear across the country in pursuit of his dreams. There, in the rush of his
busy life, Jack had little time to think about the past and often no time to spend with his wife and son.
He was working on his future, and nothing could stop him.

Over the phone, his mother told him, “Mr. Belser died last night. The funeral is on Wednesday.”
Memories flashed through his mind like an old newsreel as he sat quietly remembering his childhood
days.

“Jack, did you hear me?”

“Oh, sorry, Mom. Yes, I heard you. It’s been so long since I thought of him. I’m sorry, but |
honestly thought he died years ago,” Jack said.

“Well, he didn’t forget you. Every time I saw him he’d ask how you were doing. He’d reminisce
([a14Z) about the many days you spent over ‘his side of the fence’ as he put it,” Mom told him.

“I sold that old house he lived in,” Jack said.

“You know, Jack, after your father died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make sure you had a man’s
influence in your life,” she said.

“He’s the one who taught me carpentry. 1 wouldn’t be in this business if it weren’t for him. He
spent a lot of time teaching me things he thought were important. Mom, I'll be there for the funeral,”
Jack said.

Busy as he was, he kept his word. Jack caught the next flight to his hometown. Mr. Belser’s
funeral was small and uneventful. He had no children of his own, and most of his relatives had passed
away.

The night before they had to return home, Jack and his Mom stopped by to see the old house next
door one more time, which was exactly as he remembered. Every step held memories. Every picture,
every piece of furniture. Jack stopped suddenly.

“What’s wrong, Jack?” his Mom asked.

“The box is gone, ” he said.

“What box?” Mom asked.

“There was a small gold box that he kept locked on top of his desk. I must have asked him a
thousand times what was inside. All he’d ever told me was ‘the thing I value most’, ” Jack said.

It was gone. Everything about the house was exactly how Jack remembered it, except for the
box. He figured someone from the Belser family had taken it.

“Now, I’ll never know what was so valuable to him,” Jack said sadly.

Returning to his office the next day, he found a package on his desk. The return address caught
his attention.

“Mr. Harold Belser” it read.

Jack tore open the package. There inside was the gold box and an envelope. Jack’s hands shook as
he read the note inside.

“Upon my death, please forward this box and its contents to Jack Bennett. It’s the thing I valued
most in my life.” A small key was taped to the letter. His heart racing, and tears filling his eyes, Jack
carefully unlocked the box. There inside he found a beautiful gold pocket watch. Running his fingers
slowly over the fine cover, he opened it.

Inside he found these words carved: “Jack, Thanks for your time! Harold Belser.”

“Oh, My God! This is the thing he valued most.”



