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1 The Creation of the World

Genesis

In the beginning of creation, when God made heaven and
earth, the earth was without form and void, with darkness
over the face of the abyss, and a mighty wind that swept over
the surface of the waters. God said, ‘Let there be light’, and
there was light; and God saw that the light was good, and he
separated light from darkness. He called the light day, and the
darkness night. So evening came, and morning came, the first
day.

God said, ‘Let there be a vault between the waters, to sepa-
rate water from water.” So God made the vault, and separated
the water under the vault from the water above it, and so it
was; and God called the vault heaven. Evening came, and
morning came, a second day.

God said, ‘Let the waters under heaven be gathered into
one place, so that dry land may appear’; and so it was. God
called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters he
called seas; and God saw that it was good. Then God said,
‘Let the earth produce fresh growth, let there be on the earth
plants bearing seed, fruit-trees bearing fruit each with seed
according to its kind.” So it was; the earth yielded fresh
growth, plants bearing seed according to their kind and trees
bearing fruit each with seed according to its kind; and God
saw that it was good. Evening came, and morning came, a
third day.

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to sepa-
rate day from night, and let them serve as signs both for festi-
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