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INTRODUCTION
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BIG is a group of architects, designers and thinkers operating within the fields
of architecture, urbanism, research and development that seeks to free
architectural imagination from habitual thinking and standard typologies
in order to deal with the constantly evolving challenges of contemporary
life. As designers of the built environment BIG tests the effects of scale and
the balance of programmatic mixtures on the social, economical and
ecological outcome of a given site. Like a form of programmatic alchemy
the studio creates architecture by mixing conventional ingredients such as
living, leisure, recreation, working, parking and shopping fo realise imaginative
and responsible solutions. In the past years BIG has become an international
award-winning studio with a reputation of completing buildings that are as
programmatically and technically innovative as they are cost and resource
conscious. In their architectural production they demonstrate a high sensitivity
to the particular demands of site context and programme.
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BIG currently employs more than one hundred architects who come from
over fifteen countries representing Asia, Latin America, North America,
Continental Europe, and Scandinavia. This multicultural make-up ensures a
vivid, competent and creative working environment that remains in constant
development. Comfortably conversing in over fiffeen languages allows the
studio to reach far beyond their own borders and engage municipalities,
developers, and partners at a very direct and personal level in their own
country. BIG strives to understand the nuances of the cultures within which they
work, franslating it into their own fresh approach to the given task. Through the
success of BIG's projects and research in Copenhagen, the studio is now being
commissioned by forward-looking developers and municipdlities across the
globe. In these projects, BIG applies their research-based approach and study
to local conditions and concerns in an effort to realise their global aspirations.

WA, BEFAMACHEITI00AN, EETM. f1%. dbx. BONRETEONETHREI5MER. £X
R AITET—ABETEN. 8RB NN ITERE, (R T ENANNAREE R . FR, HE8
HISME S MR B ERITH TORMOME, HERRRKNFLDRE FIKHFIIRENET BNEF
WERE. XK, BIGRWEES M —ES N THRSFL, 3z AHMENA R BESRIL, A
ELRITHSHOES, AFABR, NERETEANMY, N5RACBATR S, hil—E
TR RS E AT AR Y, BHSHER LR RNBT




Bjarke Ingels Group

Projects 2001-2010
BIGEWESAERE

BIGENESL R ERg 1%

TR ROR H RRAL



INTRODUCTION

&9

BIG is a group of architects, designers and fhinkers operating within the fields
of architecture, urbanism, research and development that seeks fo free
architectural imagination from habitual thinking and standard typologies
in order fo deal with the constantly evolving challenges of contemporary
life. As designers of the built environment BIG tests the effects of scale and
the balance of programmatic mixtures on the social, economical and
ecological outcome of a given site. Like a form of programmatic alchemy
the studio creates architecture by mixing conventional ingredients such as
living, leisure, recreation, working, parking and shopping to realise imaginative
and responsible solutions. In the past years BIG has become an infernational
award-winning studio with a reputation of completing buildings that are as
programmatically and technically innovative as they are cost and resource
conscious. In their architectural production they demonstrate a high sensifivity
to the particular demands of site context and programme.
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BIG currently employs more than one hundred architects who come from
over fifteen countries representing Asia, Latin America, North America,
Continental Europe, and Scandinavia. This multicultural make-up ensures a
vivid, competent and creative working environment that remains in constant
development. Comfortably conversing in over fifteen languages allows the
studio to reach far beyond their own borders and engage municipalities,
developers, and partners at a very direct and personal level in their own
country. BIG strives fo understand the nuances of the cultures within which they
work, fransiating it into their own fresh approach fo the given task. Through the
success of BIG's projects and research in Copenhagen, the studio is now being
commissioned by forward-looking developers and municipalities across the
globe. In these projects, BIG applies their research-based approach and study
to local conditions and concerns in an effort to realise their global aspirations.
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COPENHAGEN HARBOUR BATH
FAGIREE A

The Harbour Bath is instrumental in the evolution of Copenhagen's Harbour
transformation from an industrial port and traffic junction to a cultural and
social centre of the city. It extends the adjacent park over the water by
incorporating the practical needs and demands for accessibility, safety and
programmatic flexibility. Rather than imitating the traditional Danish indoor
swimming baths, the Harbour Bath offers an urban harbour landscape with
dry-docks, piers, boat ramps, cliffs, playgrounds and pontoons. As a terraced
landscape, the Harbour Bath completes the fransition from land to water,
making it possible for the citizens of Copenhagen to go for @ swim in the
middle of the city. People go to the Harbour Bath the same way as to the
beach rather than the indoor swimming baths — not necessarily to exercise,
but primarily to socialise, play and enjoy the sun. Thus, not only does the
water accommodate more interactive and playful activities than simply the
focused swimming back-and-forth, the land is also geared towards a more
accommodating and generous environment. With an indoor swimming
bath the land is there and the pools need to be designed, while at the
harbour, there is water and the land has fo be designed; a swimming bath
in reverse. Since land is a factor architects have an influence on, it is in the
interface between the two that desirable conditions can be created. In a
way, reinterpreting the water that is there by adding land. The Harbour Bath
is free of charge to enter, but for security reasons the lifeguards control the
amount of visitors. Through an increase of the land areas while maintaining
the water area within the security limit, the capacity of visitors is extended to
600, allowing people to chillin the sun and resting from the aquatic activities.
The previous harbour bath allowed for only half of that amount. The Harbour
Bath is — with its location in the centre of the harbour — a symbol of the

CLIENT: THE MUNICIPALITY OF COPENHAGEN SIZE: 2,500 m* COST: €580,000 LOCATION:
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK STATUS: COMPLETED JUNE 2003 COLLABORATORS: JDS, CC
DESIGN, BIRCH & KROGBOE ARCHITECT: PLOT = BIG + JDS
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VEUKEE, JDSESAESFT CCigit/A 3 Birch & Krogboe @3: PLOTHZHAT (BIG+JDS)

presence of leisure and aguatic culture in the heart of the city. Visible from
the main land and the nearby Langebro - The Long Bridge - it exploits the
possibility for being an icon of new opportunities that the reclaimed harbour
offers to contemporary urban life. When going to the beach or on holidays, it
is usually to seek out exotic landscapes: the wide, open beach, the infimate
lagoon, the rocky shore with cliffs and islands to jump from, the calm water
or the big waves, the sand in the surf where the water is shallow and sand
castles can be built.
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WORLD VILLAGE OF WOMEN
SPORTS

HRAKEH

The World Village of Women Sports creates a natural gathering place for the
research, education and training in all areas connected to the development
of women's sports. Located in the centre of Malmo in Sweden, the 100,000
m? facility acts as a regional landmark and a new attraction for the area.
Composed as a village rather than a sports complex the WVWS combines
individual buildings with a variety of functions and spaces, pavements and
gardens. From the main football field at its heart, to the gyms and auditoria,
from the handball halls of the university to the laboratories of the health
house and research institutes, it is an entire neighbourhood committed to
sport. The WVWS is dedicated to the special requirements of women of
all cultures and ages. Special attention to the dressing facilities as well as
the possibility to work out or exercise without feeling embarrassed by the
presence and gazes of men is a significant attraction for several groups of
women. Special attention fo the social spaces, the urban plazas, streets and
gardens provide the neighbourhood with a feeling of intimacy and well-
being often lacking in the more masculine industrial-style sports complexes
that are more like factories for physical exercise, than temples for body and
mind. The sloping roofscapes and altemating building volumes provide the
complex with the varying identity of a small village, thus reducing its scale to
the adjacent city. The stealthy volumes and the distance to the neighbours
ensure that no residential neighbour will suffer from the new peaks. The 45
degree rotated street grid of the passages ensures that all of the streets
will have direct sun at some point of the day, significantly increasing the
quality of the public space. The WVYWS is a Babylonian complex of hanging
gardens comprising flora in the full spectrum of colours from all parts of
the world. At the centre, the elevated common is surrounded by 360
degrees of flowers, bushes, vines and trees from the elevated courtyards
to cantilevering balconies to the sloping terraces. The central hall is large
enough to accommodate professional football matches as well as concerts,

CLIENT: H-HAGEN FASTIGHETS AB SIZE: 100,000 m* LOCATION: MALM@, SWEDEN
COLLABORATORS: AKT, TYRENS, TRANSSOLAR PARTNER-IN-CHARGE: BJARKE INGELS
PROJECT LEADER: NANNA GYLDHOLM M@LLER CONTRIBUTORS: GABRIELLE NADEAU,
DANIEL SUNDLIN, JONAS BARRE, NICKLAS ANTONI RASCH, JIN KYUNG PARK, FAN ZHANG,
STEVE HUANG, FLAVIEN MENU, KEN AOKI

#/A . H-HAGEN FASTIGHETS AB E#R. 10000075 5. It B/REN &K AKT/TYRENS/
TRANSSOLAR TiH &M, Bjarke Ingels HE %A Nanna Gyldholm Meller #&itHBA: Gabrielle Nadeau,
Daniel Sundlin, Jonas Barre, Nicklas Antoni Rasch, Jin Kyung Park, Fan Zhang, Steve Huang, Flavien Menu,
Ken Aoki

conferences, exhibitions and flea markets. The WVWS is based on the
confirmed observation that a living city requires a complementary mix of
public amenities and private initiatives. Rather than being an introverted
sports arena shut off from the surrounding city, the centre appears like
an open and welcoming public space, visible from all of the surrounding
streets generously offering its interior life to the people walking by. The
pedestrian network around the main sports hall plugs info the surrounding
street networks as well as the interior galleries of Kronprinsen, tumning it into
a complete ecosystem of urban life, supporting all aspects of human life,
generous living, work and intensive play. A large resident population will fill
the streets and gardens in the morning and evening, while students and
employees as well as female and male athletes of all ages will populate the
facilities at all times along with shoppers and passersby.
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